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 The Lamplighter 
June 2020    •    Salem United Church of Christ    •    Higginsville, Missouri 

 

                   Dear Sisters, Brothers, and Friends, 

As we move toward resuming in-person worship services at Salem Church, the Church Council, the Elders, 
and the office staff have been working to create some guidelines for how we can do it safely. There is much to 
consider, and these guidelines may need revision as we proceed, as new situations arise, as we find that some 
do not work, and as we develop further understanding. 

For the present, then, these will be our guidelines. Please give them your careful attention so that our reopen-
ing will be as safe as we can make them for everyone. 

 We plan to return to worship on 14 June.  

 If you are sick or if you have tested positive for the coronavirus within a two-week period prior to a ser-
vice, we ask that you stay at home. If you have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for the 
virus, please stay at home.  
In addition, we ask that you remain at home if you are in one or more of the higher risk categories. These 
include people over the age of 60, people with high blood pressure, heart conditions, liver disease, chronic 
lung disease, chronic kidney disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and compromised immune systems. 
Of course, if you are not comfortable with being among a group of people at this time, please stay at home. 

 We will have only one worship service at least through the summer, at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays. The CDC 
and various government recommendations say that we should limit attendance to 30% of capacity, which 
would be about 140, but that number will have to be spread throughout the sanctuary floor, the balcony, 
and the overflow areas.  

 We will enforce social distancing precautions. Current recommendations state that the distance should be 
at least six feet from others not of our cohabiting family. The ushers each week will guide everyone to seat-
ing places, maintaining the distancing. Alternating pews will be blocked to seating, and distance will be nec-
essary between family groups. If you do not live with someone, you should keep your distance from them 
even if they are family. Please respect your fellow worshipers and keep your distance from others. 

 We strongly encourage everyone to wear some sort of face mask that covers both the nose and mouth. 
Even Tommy will wear a mask at all times in the services. We understand that there are reasons for not 
being able to wear a mask, e.g., claustrophobia, breathing difficulties, etc., but everyone who can wear a 
mask should wear a mask. Ushers will seat those without masks at a further distance from others than 
those with masks. If you cannot wear a mask, please stay at least ten feet from others. 

 We will not shake hands or hug one another. 

 Bulletins will be available at the entrance to the sanctuary so that ushers do not have to distribute them. 
They will also be available on the church website if you would rather not have a physical copy. 

 There will be no passing of plates for the offering. Offering plates will also be at the entrance to the sanctu-
ary. 

 There will be only one open entrance, plus the exterior elevator door. Having said that, if you need the ele-
vator to enter the sanctuary, we would ask that you consider remaining at home. 

                                                                                                                                       (continued on page 2) 
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(Returning to In-Person Worship letter continued from page 1) 

 Ushers will dismiss the congregation by rows starting in the back. As you leave, please maintain appropriate 
distancing. Ushers will guide us toward different exits depending on where we sit during the services. 

 We will not be singing in the services. Singing, even with masks, creates many more microparticles in the air 
than speaking, and recommendations are not to have any group or congregational singing for some time. 

 There will be no Sunday School for children at least through the summer. If your children are too young to 
understand the necessity of social distancing, please consider remaining at home. The nursery will remain 
closed and locked. There will be no children’s time in the service where they would gather on the chancel 
steps.  

 We will continue our Facebook Live streaming of the services for the foreseeable future. 

 There will be bottles of hand sanitizer at the entrance and in all the open pews. Please use it.  

May God be with us all as we move through this new and uncertain time. 

 

Grace and Peace to us all, 

 

Kevin Berry, President                  Stanton Thompson, Chair Tommy Faris 

Salem Church Council                Salem Board of Elders Pastor 

Vacation Bible School 
This year’s Vacation Bible School “Wilderness Escape, 

Where God Guides & Provides” has been postponed, and 
may possibly be cancelled. June will keep everyone updated.  

 

ZOOM SUNDAY SCHOOL: 

Every Tuesday at 6pm June is having children's Sunday 
School. If Tuesday doesn't work for everyone June is              
willing to add another day and time. For more information 
on how to join Sunday School on Zoom contact June          
660-441-8568 or call the church office 660-584-3603.  

THANK YOU! 

To all my Church Family, friends and Pastor           
Tommy, there are no amount of words I can say, 
to Thank You enough and let you know how much 
you have helped me through these last two 
months. Your prayers, thoughts, support, concerns, 
and cards have been over whelming and so             
appreciated by myself and Kurt Lorenz, Bob’s 
nephew, and our families. It has been so difficult 
losing Bob. He fought so hard to get well. Not able 
to be with him or see him during his battle has 
been heartbreaking. God’s Blessing are you, my 
family and friends and the nurses that took care of 
Bob with love and special hearts during the month 
he was in their care. Thank You and Blessing to 
you all. Stay Safe and Stay well. Love to you all. 

Peggy, Kurt and our families.  
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Kyle Williams 

Kevin Hursman 

Monica Vincent 

Gabriel Short 

Elaine Adams 

Amanda Dobson 

Carys Brockman 

Jameson Kilpatrick 

Clayton Berry 

Clint Wood 

Fay Tilly 

Jeff Gash 

Addison Clark 

Kamryn Cowherd 

Grace Niemeier 

Sandy Thompson 

Jocelyn Kirchhoff 

Katie Lettau   

Keaston Cooper 

Sherry Kilpatrick  

Angel Lamb  

Darcy Aversman 

Lance Kays 

Casey Warren 

Karen Fiegenbaum 

Josh Baggs 

Haiden Jensen 

Kendal Rinne 

Corey Robinette 

Kathy Bodenstab-Wills 

Susan Jensen 

Bill Davenport 

Lawson Kirchhoff 

Janet Knehans 

Jakob Long 

Jacob Baggs 

A.J. Engle 

Dakota Russell 

Sue Starke 

Amanda White 

Lena Zeller 
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Look Who’s Having a  Birthday in June! 
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LAFAYETTE CO C-1 BACCALAUREATE  

Everyone is invited to the Baccalaureate Service at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church celebrating and praying for 
the Graduating Seniors of Lafayette County C-1 on 
Thursday, June 25, at 6:00 p.m. If stay-at-
home/social distancing orders are extended through 
June, the back-up date will be July 23.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for the  beautiful flowers at Salem                  
Cemetery celebrating Memorial Day. If you would 
like to save your flowers please pick them up by            
Sunday, June 7.           
Thank you.                                                                                           
The Cemetery Committee   

The act of  asking 
 

In Everyday Spirituality, James Hazelwood explores 
27 ordinary activities that are, he asserts, more           
spiritual than we tend to think. One is asking             
questions. “We see God in all the questions we ask, 
whether or not they are religious. The simple act of 
asking questions indicates that we are meaning-
seeking creatures.”  
 

The pastor continues: “We inquire of the meaning 
of life, the purpose of work and relationships. We 
even ask it of our very own existence. The answers 
often come not in clear proclamations of certainty 
but in stories, tales and the myths of life. … Inquiry, 
wonder, and discovery are things that the human 
mind loves.” Then he offers this thought-provoking 
statement: “When we ask questions, we are                 
engaging in prayer.” 
 

Do you agree? What other daily activities might be 
more intertwined with your faith than you thought? 
While you ponder even these questions, do you sense 
the Holy Spirit moving you? 
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June 2020 

CHURCH INFORMATION  
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net 
Tommy’s cell phone:                             
816-352-2052 
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603 
Church Email:                                            
salemucc@ctcis.net 
Church Website:                                   
salemucchigginsville.org 
Fax number: 660-584-5666  

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
Anyone who is in need of prayers, 
please call the church office, (660) 
584-3603.  

Special Days in June    

 June 7                                           
Live stream Service at 10:30 
a.m. on Facebook.                               
Please remove Memorial Day 
Flowers from Salem                  
Cemetery                                           

 June 14                                                          
In-person worship resumes.   
One service at 10:00 a.m.                           
Flag Day                                              

 June 20                                     
Summer Begins  

 June 21                                           
Father’s Day                                                                  

 June 24                                                 
July Lamplighter Articles due   

 John Knox Village and Meyer 
Care Center Bible Study has 
been cancelled until further            
notice.  

HARVESTERS SCHEDULE  

First Assembly of God Church of 
Higginsville hosts a Harvesters  
Community Food Network            
distribution of food on the third 
Thursday of every month. The work 
day begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends  
approximately at Noon. After the 
food is distributed, volunteers are 
asked to stay and help clean up the 
area. Anyone willing to help is asked 
to call 660-584-3372, (First               
Presbyterian Church), and leave your 
name, phone number, and mailing 
address. Wear comfortable clothes.  

Eleventh Annual Father's Day  

Tool Special: 

  We help provide shelter and 
warmth with our Mother's Day            
blankets donations, after the effects 
of disasters happen. Now its time for 
Dad to help with the tools for            
rebuilding.  

   What better way to honor your        
father or other influential male than 
by donating to purchase these tools.  

   Enclosed in this Lamplighter is a 
card inside an envelope. Above the 
inscription in the card write the 
name(s) of the "dad" you want to 
honor. Sign your name on the line 
below. Include a donation (checks 
can be made to "Salem UCC"). Place 
card in envelope and mail it back to 
Salem, or drop it by the church               
office, or put it in offering plate.  

The cards will be displayed in the 
sanctuary. 

Fatherly reflection 
  Renowned actor Sidney Poitier 
once said, “I decided in my life that I 
would do nothing that did not reflect 
positively on my father’s life.” If 
you’re blessed with a dad you admire 
and respect, how would it affect 
your life to make such a decision? 
Would you be inspired to set sound 
priorities, live with integrity, be a 
positive role model to the young 
people you influence? For all of us 
— children of the only perfect               
Father — may our prayer and intent 
be:  
   God, while earthly fathers are a 
mix of strengths and flaws, you give 
yourself to us as our heavenly            
Father, wholly loving, kind and        
passionate about our best interests. 
May we, in turn, seek to reflect             
positively on you. May my life spread 
far and wide your love, kindness and 
passion for the best interests of all, 
and may others see you in me. 
Amen. 

This side of  heaven 

 

 
 

   A little girl who’d grown up in 
the city spent some of her           
summer vacation out in the            
country. One starlit night, she and 
her dad stood gazing up into the 
sky without any harsh streetlights 
obstructing the view. 
 

   The girl, amazed by the              
sparkling view, exclaimed, “If 
heaven is so pretty on the wrong 
side, I wonder what it looks like 
on the right side!” 

 

https://salemucchigginsville.wordpress.com/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  2020 GRADUATES!  

Graduates will be recognized during the Church Service, Sunday, June 21, 2020, 10:00 a.m.  

Graduates from Lafayette Co. C-1 High School:  

Jacob A. Baggs, son of Roger and Ginny Baggs. Jacob will be enlisting in the United States Army.  

Dawson Tyler Goetz, son of Delbert and Amy Goetz, grandson of Jeanne and the late Herb Fleischmann and Lois 
and the late George Goetz. Dawson will enter into the I.T. Field.     

Seth Coleman Harris, son of Cole Harris and Penny Harris, grandson of Judy and the late Keith Struchtemeyer, 
Spencer and Linda Tieman, and Bob and Constance Harris. Seth hopes to attend an Auto Technician Training 
Program and become a Certified Auto Technician.    

Michael Alan Jordan, son of Hope Siegworth and Kenneth and Amy Jordan, grandson of Maxine and the late Max 
Schloman and Dave and Jan Peirce. Michael plans are attending The University of Kansas and Majoring in Engi-
neering.   

Sadie Renee Kumm, daughter of Ronnie and Angie Kumm, granddaughter of Dennis and Joyce Moenkhoff, Ron 
and Susan Kumm, and Arthur and the late Connie Thaller. Sadie will attend State Fair Community College and 
Major in Education while continuing her softball career.  

Kendra Dawn LaRue, daughter of Cheryl Bergsieker LaRue and Jason LaRue, granddaughter of Bobby and Becky 
Bergsieker and Vicki LaRue. Kendra will attend State Fair Community College and Major in Nursing.   

Logan Wayne Warren, son of Kyle and Jill Warren, grandson of Ron and Marty Wood, Paul and Pat Warren, and 
Mike Wilson. Logan will attend Hutchinson Community College Fire Academy and then enroll in EMT class.  

Graduate from Oak Park High School  

Joshua Kueck, son of Garth and Nena Kueck. great-grandson of Barbara and the late Gene Bottemuller.    

Graduate from Pembroke Hill School: 

August Warren Erdman "Gus". will graduate at the Pembroke Hill school this spring as a National Merit Scholar. 
He will attend the Ross School of Business at the University of Michigan this fall.  Gus is the son of Warren and 
Jenny Erdman and grandson of Roger and Tillie Erdman. 

Graduate from Flower Mound High School, Flower Mound, Texas: 

Graduation day May 23, 2020 

Victoria Johnson, daughter of Robert and Lauren Johnson, granddaughter of Roy and Janice Johnson. Victoria will 
attend University of North Texas, Denton, Texas. 

Graduate from Centerville High School, Centerville, Ohio: 

Graduation day May 23, 2020 

Scottee Johnson, daughter of Roy (Lee) and Shelley Johnson, granddaughter of Roy and Janice Johnson. Scottee 
will attend University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan.   

Graduate from Norwich High School, Kansas: 

Blake Allender, son of Tim and Lynette Allender, grandson of Hubert and Mary Dickmeier. Blake will attend     
Kansas State and Major in Agri-Business.  

Graduates from College: 

Allee Johnson, daughter of Roy (Lee) and Shelley Johnson, granddaughter of Roy and Janice Johnson. Allee            
graduated May 2, 2020, from Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio with Bachelor of Science degrees in                      
Psychology and Neuroscience. 

Kayla Augustine, daughter of Derrick and Susan Augustine, granddaughter of Ray Don and Shirley Paul and Daryl 
and Paulette Augustine. Kayla graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree, Major in Chemistry and Minor in   
Marketing. She is interning at the headquarters for “Group” in Colorado. She is helping reschedule “Group Work 
Camps” for the year 2021.       
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY  
IN CARE FACILITIES 

Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of 
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our 
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care  
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a de-
lightful surprise! 
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO 
64037 
Al Dieckhoff 
Herb Echelmeier 
Mary Kirchhoff 
Anna Marie Rinne  
Earl Struchtemeyer 
Bob Tankesley   
Mary Ann Vorwark 
Lutheran Good Shepherd Home, 202 SW St., Concordia, 
MO 64020  
Jake Stoecklin                     
Arthur Thaller        
Riverbend Heights Rehab & Health, Lexington Nursing 
Home, 1221 South Highway 13, Lexington, MO 64067 
Mark Gieselman 
Monterey Park Rehabilitation & Health Care Center, 
4600 Little Blue Parkway, Independence, MO 64057  
Roberta Summers             
(Roberta’s mailing address is Roberta Summers, C/O Carrie 
Tunison, 1207 SE Brookwood St., Lee’s Summit, MO 64063.) 
Barb Siegfried: 

1001 Quincy Dr. 

Warrensburg, MO 64093 

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for April) $49 

The Church Council was not able to meet in 
March, April, or May because of COVID-19. The 
February Council minutes nor the February, 
March, and April financial reports could be             
published without the approval of the Church 
Council. The Council is planning to meet in June, 
following that meeting, all minutes and financial 
reports will be published.      

 

 

 

 

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:  

Marc and Wendy Jensen and family. Wendy’s 
grandfather, G. Kenneth Rechterman, passed 
away Saturday, April 25, 2020.  

ALSO 

The family of R. Allen Tempel. Allen passed away                   
April 18, 2020, he had been residing in Utah. Allen 
was raised in Salem church, baptized and             
confirmed.  

Welcoming the Holy 
 

Abraham and Sarah welcomed three strangers 
who turned out to be the Lord. Jesus said, “If 
anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones who is my disciple,” the giver 
will be rewarded (Matthew 10:42, NIV). An 
ancient Jewish proverb asserts: “Hospitality is 
one form of worship.” A Russian Orthodox 
monk is said to have told a younger one, 
“Sometimes I see a stranger coming up the 
road and I say, ‘Oh, Jesus Christ, is it you 
again?’” And an old Gaelic poem declares, 
“Often, often, often, goes the Christ in the 
stranger’s guise.” 
 

Sometimes we think we must do something big 
to serve God. Today, when you smile at            
someone on the street, take time to entertain a 
child’s question, bring cookies to a new            
neighbor, thank a server or clerk … know that 
you are serving Jesus, that you are worshiping 
God. 

—Heidi Mann 

Peace for today 

May today there be peace within.  

May you trust God that you are exactly where you are   

        meant to be.  

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born  

        of faith.  

May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass  

        on the love that has been given to you.  

May you be confident knowing you are a child of God.  

Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your  

       soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love.  

It is there for each and every one of us. 

                                  —St. Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897)  



7 

 

Salem United Church of Christ 

1500 Main Street 

Higginsville MO 64037 

Non-Profit  Organization 

      POSTAGE PAID 

Permit NO. 104 

Higginsville MO 64037 

Return Service Requested 

The Lamplighter 

June 2020  •    Salem United Church of Christ    •    Higginsville, Missouri 

The Lamplighter                                                 

Is a monthly newsletter of :                                                                                

Salem United Church of Christ Rev. Dr. Tommy Faris            Kevin Berry, President 

1500 Main Street   Pastor                                            Church Council  

Higginsville, MO 64037  Sarah J. Berry             Stanton Thompson, President 

(660) 584-3603   Secretary                             Board of Elders 

Fax: 584-5666   Jamie Smith             Tina Gibler, President                           

E-Mail: salemucc@ctcis.net  Music Director             Board of Christian Education                                                        

Early Worship   June Howell                                       Lowell Grumke                                                    

8:30 a.m.                                                Christian Education Coordinator     Custodian 

Sunday School                                       Anne Iles                             Lindsey Rolf, Volunteer  

9:15 a.m.                                 Youth Music Director                        Assistant Church Secretary                 

Worship                                                   

10:30 a.m.                                                                                       


