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Dear Friends, 
Several times in sermons, I have quoted my colleague, the Rev. Andy Mockridge. Andy likes to say that the 

judgment of God is always mercy. Such an idea might be new to some of us, even if I have mentioned it before 
now. When we think of judgment, I think we tend to think in terms of assigning blame or responsibility. Or, in 
extreme cases, we might think of determining guilt or innocence. 

Our system of justice has its basis in punitive or retributive thought. When there is a crime, we think, there 
should be punishment for having committed the crime. Such punishment usually involves some sort of suffer-
ing, which the legal system deems proportional to the crime. We can think of this as “an eye for an eye,” a con-
cept with which most of us are familiar. Thus, there are different lengths of terms of incarceration for different 
crimes. The more serious the system holds a crime to be, the longer the time in prison. When the crime is seri-
ous enough, that time might be for the duration of the offender’s life, or, even death. In human society, per-
haps that approach works and perhaps it does not. Quite aside from the moral and ethical issues involved, we 
view the punishment as a deterrent, but crime continues, even so. 

Given the shortcomings of a retributive justice system, maybe we should consider other options. For exam-
ple, there has been a movement in recent years toward restorative justice. In a restorative justice system, rather 
than seeking to punish people for their crimes, the goal is to repair the harm that they do. This reparation in-
cludes the hope of repairing broken relationships that might have resulted from the crime or perhaps might 
even have led to the crime. Restorative programs work with offenders to move them toward taking responsibil-
ity for their actions, to awaken them to the harm they have caused to others, and to motivate them not to take 
similar actions in the future. The programs also work with victims to alleviate their feelings of fear, fretfulness, 
hopelessness, and helplessness, and to involve them actively in the process of healing for themselves and for 
offenders.  

I am certainly no expert in criminal law or in penal theory or practice, but restorative justice fits very pow-
erfully with an understanding of a merciful God and with the teachings of Jesus and the apostle Paul. Many 
times in scripture, we read of God being “slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love” (e.g., Psalm 103.8, 
which also begins by stating that God is merciful and gracious), and of mercy being part of God’s nature (e.g., 
Psalm 25.6). According to the Gospel of Luke, on the cross Jesus asked God to forgive the ones who had put 
him there (Luke 23.34, which is a contested reading, to be sure). In parables and in the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus af-
firms mercy and forgiveness as practices for his followers. Paul makes frequent reference to God’s mercy and 
declares that God has given Jesus’ followers the “ministry of reconciliation” and the “message of reconcilia-
tion” (2 Corinthians 5.18f.).  

God’s judgment is always mercy. That is indeed a wonderful thing for us and for all the world. 
Our 150th Anniversary Sunday, while it was not what we had envisioned, was a lovely day for us all. Several 

members of Zion Church in Mayview joined in our Facebook Live stream. The Rev. Drs. John Dorhauer, the 
General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ and a former pastor and Associate Conference 
Minister in the Missouri Mid-South Conference, and Ginny Brown Daniel, our current Conference Minister, 
both joined us via Zoom and contributed brilliantly to making the celebration a great event, even in the time of 
COVID. Thank you, John and Ginny, for all you do. 

Thank you, too, to the Salem 150th Anniversary Committee for making our sesquicentennial year such a 
tremendous time. May God bless you all.       

                  Grace and Peace 
                  Tommy  
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ZOOM SUNDAY SCHOOL  

June is having children's Sunday School by Zoom on 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. For more information on how to 
join Sunday School on Zoom contact June 660-441-
8568 or call the church office 660-584-3603.  

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church 
office, (660) 584-3603.  

CHURCH INFORMATION  
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net 
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052 
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603 
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net 
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org 
Fax number: 660-584-5666  

From the Church Records 

Financial Report: July 2020 

General Fund Balance 7/01/20 

Current deposits 

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 7/31/20 
 

 

$37,756     

$  8,185  

$15,215     

$30,726   

Building Fund: 

Current Fund Balance 7/01/20 

Current deposits  

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 7/31/20 

 

 

$6,176 

$   759                            

$    -0-    

$6,935 

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for July) $-0- 

WE EXTEND OUR 

 SYMPATHY TO:  

The family of Virgina (Ginny) Bertz. Ginny 
passed away Friday, July 24, 2020.  Her funeral 
was Tuesday, July 28, 2020, at the Zion United 
Church of Christ in Mayview. Ginny was a          
former member of Salem.  

ALSO 

Sherri and Mike Siegfried. Sherri’s mother, Janet 
K. Eichenberger passed away July 24, 2020. 

 ALSO 

The family of Paul E. Arndt. Paul passed away 
Thursday, August 6, 2020. A private family           
service will be held Tuesday, September 1, 2020. 
with interment at the Missouri State Veteran’s 
Cemetery in Higginsville.      

ALSO 

The family of Herb Echelmeier. Herb passed 
away Saturday, August 8, 2020. His funeral was 
be held  at Salem Monday, August 17, 2020.  

Dear Salem Church, 
We wanted to express our appreciation for the love and 
care you showed Herb Echelmeier as a part of your  
family over the years. We are overwhelmed by the          
number of beautiful sympathy cards we have received, 
all filled with your kind words and prayers. We are 
blessed. Thank you! 
Stan and Julie Echelmeier and Family   

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to our church family for the many cards, 
phone calls, text messages, and comforting words at the 
time of our father/grandfather’s (Paul Arndt) passing. 
Although he and our mother had transferred their 
church membership back to Immanuel Lutheran Church 
many years ago, Dad was very much “in the know” of 
what was happening at Salem Church! That was our 
lunch conversation every day and when the news on 
T.V. wasn't exciting enough, he would call just to get 
caught up on Salem news. Thank you again, we certainly 
have felt loved and part of a bigger family, which has 
touched our hearts. 

Angie and Ken, Mark and Sarah, & Adam  

https://salemucchigginsville.wordpress.com/
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Joe Goetz 

Howard Fisher 

Darrel Rinne 

Ken Telgemeier 

Kennedy Short 

J.W. Starke 

Nathan Salyer 

Sara Cowherd 

Kolten Cowherd 

Mary Kirchhoff 

Wendell Busch 

Adam Augustine 

Brent Fette 

Brooke Cramer 

Paige Goetz 

Mike Lettau 

Maddie Fiene 

Jacob Vincent 

Tiger Fiene 

Brandon Struchtemeyer 

Traci Cameron 

Marilyn Davenport 

Scott Homfeld 

Tina Gibler 

Layden Kirchhoff 

Jessica Pressly 

Wendy Jensen 

Desmond Williams 

Kathleen Begemann 

 

Max Bergsieker 

Jeff Kirchhoff 

Clara Salyer 

Dillon Bergsieker 

Karen Fiene 

Brittian Shaul 

Cheryl LaRue  

Shane Siegfried 

Palmer Schloman 

Adelynn Schloman 

Jared Siegfried 

Caleb Russell 

June Ann Howell 

Cameron Zuehlsdorf 
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Look Who’s Having a  Birthday in September! 
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10 

LAFAYETTE AREA VIRTUAL CROP HUNGER WALK SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020  
The Walk is virtual, but the need could not be more real! 
CROP Hunger Walks are happening in a new way! To keep  everyone safe and 
healthy, Walks are going virtual – either walking alone, with immediate family or in 
small groups walking a safe distance apart. 
The work of CWS and our local hunger agencies continues – and with the possi-
bility of a global famine on the horizon, raising money for vulnerable people is 
more needed than ever.            
Join us – virtually - as we continue our shared commitment to stand up for the 
poor, the forgotten, those left behind. It is urgent that this fall we continue to 
raise funds to provide permanent solutions to hunger, poverty, displacement and 
disaster. This year the CITY CROP HUNGER WALK  and some 700 other 
communities nationwide are joining together in interfaith CROP Hunger Walks 
around the theme "Ending hunger one step at a time." Walkers will be signing up online and walking in isolation to 
show their solidarity with the millions of neighbors around the world who must walk to live -- as well as with the 
millions served by local food pantries, food banks and meal sites here in the U.S.  These local ministries share in the 
funds raised by CROP Hunger Walks:  

From providing clean water and hygiene training in Vietnam to combating droughts 
in Nicaragua to stocking shelves in hundreds of food pantries across the United 
States, CROP Hunger Walks are fighting hunger and building healthier communi-
ties. It’s easy to sign up and donate to our walk. Just Google (Name of Crop Hun-
ger Walk) then click register or donate. You and your team members can make do-
nations by credit card and or Pay Pal and a receipt will be sent through email for tax 
purposes.                                                                                                                                      
Envelopes are available in the church office if you would prefer to collect donations 
that way. Return the envelope to the church office and Martha Hawthorne 
(Mayview UCC) will pick them up and distribute the money accordingly.   
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 John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center 
Bible Study has been cancelled until further            
notice.  

HARVESTERS SCHEDULE  

First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville 
hosts a Harvesters  Community Food Network            
distribution of food on the third Thursday of eve-
ry month. The work day begins at 8:30 a.m. and 
ends  approximately at Noon. After the food is 
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help 
clean up the area. Anyone willing to help is asked 
to call 660-584-3372, (First Presbyterian Church), 
and leave your name, phone number, and mailing 
address. Wear comfortable clothes.  

    Women’s Fellowship Circle News: 

Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting 
until further notice. The Women’s Fellowship 
Board will not be meeting until further notice as 
well. 

OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY  
IN CARE FACILITIES 

Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of 
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our 
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care  
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a de-
lightful surprise! 
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO 
64037 
Al Dieckhoff 
Mary Kirchhoff 
Anna Marie Rinne  
Kenneth Schemmer 
Earl Struchtemeyer 
Bob Tankesley   
Mary Ann Vorwark 
Lutheran Good Shepherd Home, 202 SW St., Concordia, 
MO 64020  
Jake Stoecklin                     
Arthur Thaller        
Riverbend Heights Rehab & Health, Lexington Nursing 
Home, 1221 South Highway 13, Lexington, MO 64067 
Mark Gieselman 
Monterey Park Rehabilitation & Health Care Center, 
4600 Little Blue Parkway, Independence, MO 64057  
Roberta Summers             
(Roberta’s mailing address is Roberta Summers, C/O Carrie 
Tunison, 1207 SE Brookwood St., Lee’s Summit, MO 64063.) 
Barb Siegfried: 
1001 Quincy Dr. 
Warrensburg, MO 64093 

OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN: 

You have a couple options for the church bulletin. 
The church bulletin is on the Salem website:                                           
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/                       
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your 
phone or tablet during worship instead of using a 
paper copy, please feel free to use that option. If you 
like the paper copy that is available as well.  

Special Days in September  

September 7 – Labor Day   

                       (Church Office Closed) 

September 11 – Patriot Day                 

September 22 – First Day of Autumn 

NEWS FROM  

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Board of Christian Education has decided to postpone 
Sunday School until further notice.  

Rally Day will be celebrated in a different way. Stay tuned 
for a Rock Hunt and be on the lookout for Blessing Kits.  

Many parts, one body 
Through the teaching, support, sacrifice, worship and commitment of the church, ut-
terly ordinary people are enabled to do some rather extraordinary, even heroic acts, not 
on the basis of their own gifts and abilities, but rather by having a community capable 
of sustaining Christian virtue. The church enables us to be better people than we could 
have been if left to our own devices.  

—Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon,  
Resident Aliens 
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CHURCH COUNCIL         
MEETING    

     July 16th, 2020 – 7:30 pm   

   The regular meeting of the Sa-
lem Church Council was held on 
Thursday July 16th, 2020 at 7:30 
pm in the downstairs dining hall. 
Members present were Marc Jen-
sen, Keill Borchers, Sharon 
Hoefer, Bobby Bergsieker, Stacy 
Barns, Mark Hook, Barb Nolte 
and Pastor Tommy.  

   President Marc Jenses called the 
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy 
opened with devotion and prayer.  
Minutes were read and approved. 
The treasurer’s report was given 
by Sharon, discussed and ap-
proved with balances of $37,756 in 
General Fund and $6,176 in Build-
ing and Grounds Fund.  Discus-
sion was held regarding how to 
count the continuing number of 
on-line viewing as part of attend-
ance.  Our current in person at-
tendance for three weeks is 25.  

   Pastor Tommy shared the Cele-
bration of Life for Doris Jane 
Stoner will be set at a later date.  
Several baptisms are also being 
rescheduled. Tommy and Crystal 
have been researching and work-
ing on obtaining (with boards ap-
proval) appropriate tools to better 
live stream services.   Rev. Dr. 
John Dorhauer, the General Min-
ister and President of the United 
Church of Christ will be present 
during our Anniversary Sunday 
service on August 9th through live 
stream connection, Zoom. Our 
Conference Minister Rev. Dr. 
Ginny Brown Daniel will also be a 
virtual part of the service.  Individ-
ual communion packets will be 
provided for communion on our 
Anniversary Sunday. Testimony 
and Confirmation Sunday will be 
August 16th.      

   Correspondence: Requests for 
donations have been tabled until 
the August meeting. 

   Committee Reports:                 
Christian Ed: Mark Hook report-
ed from the committee:  Anniver-
sary Sunday is August 9th,  Confir-
mation Sunday will be August 16th.  
Sunday school will be led by June 
through Zoom meetings at 11:00 
a.m. on Sundays.                        
Building & Grounds: Keill shared 
a concern for trees on the Parson-
age property needing to be 
trimmed and or possibly removed. 
A work day at the parsonage is be-
ing planned in November.                  
Cemetery: Barb reported no meet-
ing.                                               
Memorial: Sharon reported no 
meeting.                                             
Stewardship:  no meeting.                
Evangelism: Stacy reported no 
meeting.                                             
Worship: Bobby reported no 
meeting.                                                
Ushers:  Church Council members 
will usher during August. 

Unfinished Business:                      
New Business: The Council 
Board and Tommy will revisit eve-
ry month the status regarding in 
person services. At this time our 
services will continue at 10:00 a.m. 
with procedures and protocols and 
also be live streamed through social 
media. Discussion was held regard-
ing opportunities for our members 
and on-line viewers to tithe or do-
nate. Sarah Berry will be on vaca-
tion July 24th through August 2. 
June will be filling in for her in the 
mornings and Lydia Grumke in the 
afternoons. A refund check from 
Selective (Property Insurance) was 
accepted to be deposited into the        
General Fund. 150th Anniversary 
Sunday, August 9th Rev. Dr. John 
Dorhauer and Rev. Dr. Ginny 
Brown Daniel will be joining the  

service virtually via Zoom. A budg-
et meeting will be held in October 
to prepare for the fall congrega-
tional meeting. The council tabled 
discussions regarding how best to 
prepare during this extraordinary 
time for our fall congregational 
meeting and how voting will be 
handled.  The council is consider-
ing options to make sure everyone 
has an opportunity to vote. 

Next council meeting Date:               
August 20th, 2020, 7:30 p.m.                                                                                                 

 There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned with the 
“Lord’s Prayer”.                 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Barbara Nolte, 

 Council Secretary 

CHURCH OFFICE                     
REQUEST 

Please see the insert included in 
this Lamplighter. If you are satis-
fied with the way you receive 
your newsletter (Lamplighter) 
and the way you make your con-
tribution there is no need to re-
spond. But, if you would like to 
change how you receive the 
newsletter or envelopes vs. no 
envelopes for your contribution, 
please fill out the insert and 
return it to the church office. 
Thanks!  

Alpha & Omega 
God created this world,  
everything that it holds.  
And God still is creating  
as each day unfolds.  
What we once called the future,  
we now call the past.  
While the present is fleeting,  
God stays — first and last!  
                          —Peggy Ferrell 
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A note of  celebration from 
our friends and family at                     

Zion UCC. 

The Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering which we will receive on October 4, is a special mission offering of the 
United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-
third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used 
by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations 
doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to 
community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to 
projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities. You may place your offering in the      
enclosed envelope, bring it to the church office, or place a check in the offering plate payable to Salem UCC-NIN 
during worship service on October 4.  

http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
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