
 
 

             
 



SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
                        1500 Main Street   
              Higginsville, Missouri 64037  

 

April 18, 2021                                                                   10:00 a.m.      
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER                     

          TESTIMONY AND CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 

                     THE GATHERING 

                          

MUSIC BEFORE WORSHIP              
                            

WELCOME:  No matter who you are or where you are in your  
life’s journey, you are welcome here. Friends, we welcome you in 
the name of the one God who has defeated death forever by raising 
Jesus from the tomb. We too now walk in new life.  
 

NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

ADDRESSING OURSELVES TO GOD 
                 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

Piano Prelude                “Trust and Obey”     Towner/ arr. Raney  
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader:  Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before  
              Christ, our Redeemer— 
People: Who was anointed by the spirit of God to bring good  
              news to the poor. 
Leader:  Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before  
              Christ, our Redeemer— 
People: Who was crucified by the keepers of order for heeding  
              the summons of God. 
Leader:  Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before  
              Christ, our Redeemer— 
People: Who baptizes us with the Holy Spirit for bringing the  
              reign of God to earth. 
All:        Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel  
              before Christ, our Redeemer and our Healer! 
 

* HYMN      “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”         No. 6    
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* INVOCATION (Unison) 
O God, who chased the gloom of the disciples with the gospel 
of Easter and drowned their desert of despair in a sea of grace, 
surprise us this day. Take from us the presumption that leans 
on our strength instead of yours, that mistakes our wisdom for 
yours, and equates our will with yours. Assure us once again 
that our Lord's promise to be with us always still holds good. 
And be present with us now, as in the days of Jesus, to make 
us whole and to make us holy. Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                              No. 623 
 

   HEARING AND RESPONDING TO THE 
WORD   

  

JOYS AND CONCERNS Preparation for prayer 
PASTORAL PRAYER, THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 (“debts” and “debtors” words in hymn No. 426) 

 

MORNING OFFERING                             
 *Doxology                                                                           No. 625    

*Dedication Prayer 
 

 *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                             Apostle’s Creed    
                                                                   (Printed inside back cover of Hymnal)  
 

RECOGNITION OF FIRST-YEAR CONFIRMANDS       Tommy  
 

VIDEO PRESENTATION OF 2021 CONFIRMAND   
 

INTRODUCTION OF CONFIRMAND   
(Our confirmand’s information is listed on page 7) 
  

TESTIMONY                                               Hailey Gean Pessetto 
 

                                  THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION:  

                          THE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
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INVITATION 
 

Elder: We invite to come forward the one who wishes to affirm  
           her baptism by being confirmed. 
 

Elder: Friends in Christ, we all are received into the church  
           through the sacrament of baptism. This one has found  
           nurture and support in the midst of the family of Christ.  
           Through prayer and study she has been led by the Holy  
           Spirit to affirm her baptism and to claim in our presence 
           her covenantal relationship with Christ and the members  
           of the church. She is here for service to Jesus Christ, using  
           the gifts which the Holy Spirit bestows. 

 

QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATE 
 

Pastor: Do you desire to affirm your baptism into the faith  
            and family of Jesus Christ? 
 

Candidate: I do. 
 

Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the  
            freedom of new life in Christ? 
 

Candidate: I do. 
 

Pastor: Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 
 

Candidate: I do. 
 

Pastor: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s 
            disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist  
            oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to  
            witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ as best  
             you are able? 
 

Candidate: I promise, with the help of God. 
 

Pastor: Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to  
            grow in the Christian faith and to be a faithful member  
            of the church of Jesus Christ, celebrating Christ’s  
            presence and furthering Christ’s mission in all the world? 
 

Candidate: I promise, with the help of God. 
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Prayer of the Candidate 
Pastor and Candidate:  
                 O God, my God, known to me in Jesus Christ, I give  
                 myself to you as your own, to love and serve you  
                 faithfully all the days of my life. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Congregation 
Pastor: Let us pray in silence. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray together. 
 

ALL: Almighty God, who in baptism received this your  
          servant into the church, forgave her sins, and promised  
          her eternal life, increase in her the gifts of your Holy  
          Spirit. Grant love for others, joy in serving you, peace in  
          disagreement, patience in suffering, kindness toward all  
          people, goodness in evil times, faithfulness in  
          temptation, gentleness in the face of opposition, self- 
          control in all things. Thereby strengthen her for her  
          ministry in the world; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
          Amen. 
 

Act of Confirmation 
 

Hailey Gean Pessetto 
 

Prayer of Confirmation 
 

Address 
 

Question about Participation 
 

Pastor: Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this 
            family of God’s people, sharing regularly in the worship of  
            God and enlisting in the work of this local church as it  
            serves this community and the world? 
 

Candidate: I promise, with the help of God. 
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Welcome 
 

Elder: Let us, the members of Salem United Church of Christ  
           express our welcome and affirm our covenant of ministry in  
           Christ. 
 

People: We promise you our continuing friendship and  
              prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the  
              church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy  
              Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s  
              knowledge and love and be witnesses of our risen  
              Savior. 
                                                   

Greeting of Christian Love 
 

Pastor and Representatives 
In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of, Salem United Church 
of Christ, we welcome you in Christian love. 
 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING  
 

SCRIPTURE READING                            Psalm 4 (O.T. p. 464)       
 

SERMON                         “Trust in God”                         Tommy 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Gracious God, you give to us your greatest gift, your son Jesus 
Christ, and we still do not understand what is going on. You 
call us to be people of courage and hope, and yet, like the 
disciples, we run and hide, because we are afraid. You 
challenge us to proclaim our faith, but we huddle in darkness 
whispering our words of discouragement. Shake us up, Lord! 
Forgive us when we seem to need prodding over and over 
again. Help us to see the presence of Jesus in our lives, and 
remind us of all that he teaches us, to help us to live as 
disciples, serving you by serving others. Change us! Remold 
us! Make us truly the disciples you have called us to be. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Tommy) 
Do not be afraid. The Light of God has vanquished the darkness! 
Christ is risen! God reassures us even in our doubts. Rejoice! God’s 
love is poured upon you, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE MEAL     
The elements of communion are on the tables at the front of the 
sanctuary. We invite all who are able to come forward, take a piece 
of the bread and eat, then take a cup and drink. Or, you may take 
one of the individually-wrapped communion packs and eat the 
wafer and drink the juice. Please place your waste in the container at 
the end of the table. 
                                                                                             

                                      THE SENDING   

 

*HYMN        “If You Will Only Let God Guide You”      No. 600         

                                                    

*BENEDICTION  
 

*POSTLUDE    
    “O Worship the King” with “Allegro Maestoso” Grant/ Handel 
 

Offering plates are at the exits from the sanctuary. 
 

                 The Worship Service is over and our Service begins.   
      

                      *Indicates please stand if you are able to do so  
  
                 ****************************************  
                    

                                  Leading Worship Today: 
Rev. Dr. Tommy L. Faris – Pastor 

Stanton Thompson – Liturgist 
June Howell – Christian Education Coordinator  

    Jamie Smith – Music Director  
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IN OUR PRAYERS:  
Clayton Lettau, will be having his next MRI on April 20th… prayers 
for no new growth. Thank you for the continuous prayers, we are 
so very appreciative!   
Brenda Homfeld, please keep her in prayer as she will need a 
complete liver transplant.  
Prayers, for anyone with a health issue, anyone grieving, and anyone 
that has a heavy burden on their heart, mind, and soul.   
Prayers, for our world and nation.  
 

Best Wishes for April Birthdays this week... 
Harley Akin, April 18 
Hunter Zuehlsdorf, April 18 
Addison Schloman, April 18 
Elijah Fischer, April 19 
Jamie Smith, April 20 
Boone Berry, April 20 
Bailey Warren, April 21  
Garrison Salyer, April 21 
Karen Cole, April 23 
Scott Bergsieker, April 24 
Peggy Garrett, April 24 
Alesia Emison, April 24 
Brynlee Kirchhoff, April 24  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Are placed by the Board of Christian  
Education in honor of the 2021 Confirmand. 
 

2021 CONFIRMAND 
 

Hailey Gean Pessetto daughter of Bryce and Tania Pessetto. 
Hailey’s mentor is Keri Borchers.    
Psalm 28:7 
“The LORD is my strength and my shield. My heart trusts him.” 

 

Confirmation Class Song: “Because He Lives”                    
Confirmation Class Colors: Blue and Purple 
 

HAILEY’S TESTIMONY: A copy of Hailey’s testimony will be 
available in the back of the sanctuary Sunday, April 25, 2021.  
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HUGE THANKS! For the eighth consecutive year, Fay Tilly has 
created an amazing banner to celebrate our confirmand. Thank you, 
Fay, for sharing your time and amazing talent. 
 
RECEIVING FIRST YEAR CONFIRMATION 
GRADUATION CERTIFICATE TODAY:  

 Blair Marie Bergsieker 
 Nora Marie Knipmeyer 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES: 
The church will recognize all graduates on May 9, 2021, during the 
10:00 a.m. worship service. If you have anyone graduating from 
high school or college this spring please call the church office (660) 
584-3603 with the information by May 6, 2021, so they can be 
included in the bulletin.  
 
LAMPLIGHTER ARTICLES DUE: May Lamplighter articles 
are due in the church office Friday, April 23. Thanks!                                                      

 
FACE MASKS:  
Anyone who would like to wear a face mask is welcome to do so.  
            
OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN: 
You have a couple options for the church bulletin. Paper copies of 
the bulletin are available or you can view the church bulletin on the 
church website. Please feel free to use your phone or tablet during 
worship to view the bulletin.                                                           
Salem website: salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/      

                                                                                 
COMMUNITY NEWS:   
 
CORDER VFW BENEFIT DINNER: 
Corder VFW Post 4288 will have its Annual Benefit Dinner Buffet 
(Dine In or Take Out), today, Sunday, April 18, 10:30 a.m. -1:30 
p.m. Menu is ham, meat balls, potatoes, green beans, corn, salad, 
dessert and drink. Cost is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children 
10 and younger.  
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PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE-BACK EVENT:  
Consolidated Public Water Supply District No. 2 of Lafayette, 
Johnson, & Saline Counties and the Higginsville Police department 
will be hosting a Drug Take-Back event as part of the national DEA 
Drug Take-Back Event at 1801 Walnut Street in Higginsville on 
Saturday, April 24 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  All prescription and 
over-the-counter medications (with the exception of pressurized 
inhalers or needles) will be accepted.  If you have any questions, 
please call the water district office at 660-584-2344. 
 
CHURCH WOMEN OF HIGGINSVILLE & CORDER: 
There will not be a May Fellowship Day event this year.   
  
JOHN KNOX VILLAGE AND MEYER CARE CENTER 
BIBLE STUDY: Bible Study has been cancelled until further 
notice. 

 
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS: 
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church office, 
(660) 584-3603.  
 
UP COMING DATES:  
April 25 – Installation of Church Officers during the 10:00 a.m. 
                 Service    
May 9 – Mother’s Day 
               Recognition of Graduates during the 10:00 a.m. service 
                             
CHURCH INFORMATION:  
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net 
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052 
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603 
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net 
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org 
Fax number: 660-584-5666  
Wi-Fi Network Name: Salem UCC 
Wi-Fi Password: Resurrection!1870       
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                                           THIS WEEK’S EVENTS AT SALEM      
                              April 18, thru April 25, 2021 
    

Sunday -        Testimony/Confirmation Sunday    
                        9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
                        10:00 a.m. Worship with Live-Stream  
                        Worship on Facebook  

   11:00 a.m. Zoom Sunday School     
   Pessetto Family Dinner    

  
 Monday -       No Activities Scheduled 
 
                        Tuesday -       Food Pantry  
                                                           

Wednesday – 10:30 a.m. Lafayette Area Pastors Meeting 
  6:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
  7:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous 

   7:00 p.m. Al-Anon         
                   
      Thursday -     No Activities Scheduled 
    
 Friday -           May Lamplighter Articles Due 
                                                7:00 p.m. A. A.    
  

Saturday -       9:30 a.m. A. A.  
  1:30 p.m. Visitation for Bob Pragman 
  2:30 p.m. Celebration of Life Service for  
                        Bob Pragman 
  Pragman Family dinner following service 
       
Sunday-          9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
                        10:00 a.m. Worship (Installation of Officers)  
                        with Live-Stream Worship on Facebook  

   11:00 a.m. Zoom Sunday School     
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Insight on confirmation 

Today we celebrate confirmation, a practice with biblical roots. For 
example, Peter and John are sent to “[lay] their hands on” new 
believers and “[pray] for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 8:15, 17, NRSV). 
 
In the early church, new Christians, most of whom were adult 
converts, received baptism and confirmation as one ceremony. As 
more children were brought for baptism, the practice became for 
pastors and priests to baptize but for only bishops to “confirm” a 
baptism, or make it official, granting the baptized full membership 
in the church. 
 
Later, confirmation became a rite by which adolescents, often 
following intensive Christian education, profess for themselves the 
faith into which they were baptized. Some denominations prefer the 
term “affirmation of baptism.” 
 
Confirmation serves as a milestone of faith, when young adults 
begin embracing a life of discipleship with a sense of purpose. 

 
 
 
 


