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Dear Friends,
If you have been a Facebook user for any amount of time, you might have seen a meme in which there is a
photograph of a group of young, African children sitting in a circle with their feet toward the middle. The caption of the photograph tells a story about an anthropologist offering the children a prize of a basket of fruit to
the winner of a footrace. When the anthropologist gave signal to start, the children all joined hands and ran
together to the finish line, then shared the fruit equally among themselves. The anthropologist asked why they
had not run the race as a competition so that the winner could have had the whole basket as an individual, one
of the children replies with the word, “Ubuntu, how can one of us be happy if the others are sad.” In most
translations into English, “Ubuntu” is something like, “I am because we are.”
Another image regarding Ubuntu is of a person seeming to be crying while standing in the middle of a
group. The caption explains that in some South African cultures, when someone does something wrong, they
are placed in the center of the village with their people all around. For two days the village tells the person all
the good that they have done, believing that every person is good and sometimes makes mistakes, thus requiring the encouragement and affirmation of the people to get back to that true, good nature within. This, too, is
Ubuntu, translated in this case as “humanity toward others.”
For some of us, these seem like little more than idle talk. We are so invested in winning, in being first, the
best, the top of the heap, that we cannot conceive that there is any other way of being human. Might makes
right, we say, or more usually maybe do not say but only think. Life is a zero-sum game in which being a winner means that someone has to be a loser, in which a gain on one side necessarily means a loss on another side.
We believe that being the winner of the game is way better than being the loser. Losing is for losers and we are
not losers. Our zero-sum-game approach to life makes everyone else, everyone who is not “us,” an enemy to
defeat or destroy, an obstacle to overcome.
Such a competitive way of life, with its divisions and barriers, dehumanizes us all, not just our “enemies,”
whoever they might be; people from other nations, people who worship other gods or worship God with a different name, people whose sexual orientation or gender identity is different from ours, people who are poor,
people who are broken in ways that we cannot understand. Once we have dehumanized others, and ourselves,
we can go on to justify mistreating them however we see fit to do.
Here is what Jesus says about that way of life: Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all (Mark 10.43b-44). And this: The greatest
among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will
be exalted (Matthew 21.11-12)
“I am because we are.” Our lives are never simply our own. There are no self-made people. We live together in community, one people, one human race. Our work is always to love one another, to recognize in the faces of others the mirror image of ourselves. To see in them the image of God.
Ubuntu.
Grace and Peace
Tommy
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From the Church Records

Financial Report: May 2021
General Fund Wood & Huston Bank
General Fund Balance 5/01/21
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 5/31/21

$ 9,899
$17,474
$18,279
$ 9,094

Building Fund:
Current Fund Balance 5/01/21
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 5/31/21

$23,270
$ 155
$ 122
$23,303

Celebration of Life Service for Doris Jane Stoner
A Celebration of Life Service for Doris Jane Stoner
will be held at Salem United Church of Christ on
Saturday, July 24, 2021 at 2:00p.m. with visitation
beginning at 1:00p.m. Doris Jane will be honored
posthumously as Organist Emerita at this service.
Evangelism Committee News
During the month of May, donations were received
for blankets/honoring Mothers. We received $1,075!
As of June 22, donations received for tools /honoring
Fathers was $770
What a testament to our Salem Spirit!
A gentle answer
As it does this year, July 4 fell
on Sunday in 1937. While
Pastor Eldred Johnston led
worship that morning in
Paulding, Ohio, local kids set
off firecrackers nearby
(restrictions were rare back
then). Realizing he needed to
act, the pastor slipped
outside during a hymn and
found the revelers.

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for May) $105
Views
Live Stream

May Attendance

10:00 a.m.
In-Person

241

5-2-21

41

158

5-9-21

67

195

5-16-21

47

181

5-23-21

70

170

5-30-21

40

189

Average
Total Average 242

53
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But instead of scolding or
shouting, Johnston stayed
calm. “I used to enjoy shooting fireworks too,” he said,
adding that he knew it was a fun way to celebrate.
“But many in this town are gathered in worship, and
the noise is very distracting. All I’m asking is that you
wait until church services are over — about noon —
and then shoot firecrackers all you want.” The pastor
smiled at each youth and returned to church.
Recounting that experience in Liberty magazine,
Johnston said he half-expected to hear defiant
explosions. Instead, the kids waited respectfully until
worship was over. When conflicts loom, may we heed
that example — and this advice from Proverbs:
“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word
stirs up anger” (15:1, NIV).

July 5th
Church Office Closed in celebration of the
4th of July.
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Say Happy Birthday in July to...
Kevin Rinne
Julianna Mae Stiles
Mark Hook
Brooke Jensen
Evelyn Sander
Crystal Faris
Graham Padley
Ella Wesche
Teresa Button
Angie Lefman
Jackie Meinershagen
Donald Knehans
Diana Meinershagen
Ken Green
Blayne Homfeld
Julie Davenport
Gary Riekhof
Donald Abbott
Candi Engle
Aren Koenig

1
1
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
5
6
6
7
7
7
8
9
10
10
10

Gina Riekhof
Alex Lettau
Nolan Salyer
Shirley Paul
Scott LaRue
Tommy Faris
Caleb Kirchhoff
Korbin Thaller
Jami Homfeld
Seth Harris
Larry Nadler
Richelle Erdman
Ty Harris
Barbara Siegfried
Sharon Telgemeier
Rita Jean Vahrenberg
Camille Meyer
Richard Niemeier
Rhonda Boedeker
Nathan White

10
11
11
12
12
12
14
15
16
16
16
17
17
19
19
19
19
21
22
22

Tillie Erdman
Rhonda Grumke
Jeanne Fleischmann
Alice Kennedy
Ginny Baggs
Micah Gibler
Eric Kirchhoff
Cheryl Lettau
Pam Homfeld
Blake Kilpatrick
Justin Cramer
Larry Homfeld
Lynette Nevels
Charlotte Robinette
Deanna Gash
Linda Grindley
Darrel Opfer
Ronnie Bergsieker
Mark Berry

24
24
24
24
24
25
26
26
26
26
27
29
29
30
30
30
30
30
31

VBS REGISTRATION
The VBS registration form is posted on the church website:
https://salemucchigginsville.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/vbs-registration.pdf
There are also copies in front of the church office. Please fill them out and bring them to the church office.
VBS COOKIES
On the last night of VBS, cookies are served to
the parents, kids and volunteers of VBS. If
anyone would like to donate baked cookies please
have them dropped off to the church office by
August 4th.
We are in need of volunteers!!
If anyone is interested in helping, please let us
know! Each volunteer will get a free VBS t-shirt,
supper for volunteers will volunteers will have the
opportunity to spend time with some great youth
from our church and community!
Contact June at 660-584-3603 or June’s cellphone
660-441-8568

Vacation Bible School
This years theme will be
“Wilderness Escape, Where God Guides & Provides.”
VBS will be held August 1st – 4th 6:00pm to 8:00pm.
Mark your calendars! Please come and join us!
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY
IN CARE FACILITIES
Listed below are our members and friends, (at the time of
printing of the Lamplighter), now residing or recovering at our
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a delightful surprise!
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO
64037
Al Dieckhoff
Mary Kirchhoff
Hayes and Grace Niemeier
Anna Marie Rinne
Kenneth Schemmer
Earl Struchtemeyer
Bob Tankesley
Mary Ann Vorwark
Riverbend Heights Rehab & Health, Lexington Nursing
Home, 1221 South Highway 13, Lexington, MO 64067
Mark Gieselman
Barb Siegfried:
1001 Quincy Dr.
Warrensburg, MO 64093
OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN:
You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The
church bulletin is on the Salem website:
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your phone or
tablet during worship instead of using a paper copy, please
feel free to use that option. If you like the paper copy that is
available as well.
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WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
I know that we had planned to go to the
New Theatre last year, but due to the pandemic
they had to close. This July, the New Theatre will
reopen with 6 new shows. One of the shows is
Menopause The Musical. It is being presented from
September 15 through November 14. The paragraph below was taken from the program book that
I have received.
The story is about four women shopping at
a department store, they have nothing in common
but memory loss, hot flashes, night sweats, and
much more! This hilarious musical parody set to
classic tunes from the ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s will have
you cheering and dancing in the aisles! See what
more than 17 million women and fans worldwide
have ben laughing about for 19 years! It’s the
Hilarious Celebration of Women and the Change!
Slightly racy: for mature audiences.
The group price (8 or more) will be $31.35
(+ tax and $2 service charge included in price). This
will be a Wednesday matinee. We will have to car
pool rides to the New Theatre. I am just checking
to see if there are any ladies interested in going. I
am looking at either October or November for us
to go. Please let the church office know by July 30.
Karen Homfeld
Women's’ Fellowship President
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
The Memorial Committee is
asking for volunteers to water
the flower pots at the front
doors of the church. If you are interested please
call Mary Homfeld, 584-3060.

John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center Bible Study
has been cancelled until further notice.

Women’s Fellowship Circle News:
Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting until further
notice. The Women’s Fellowship Board will not be meeting
until further notice, as well.
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church office, (660) 584-3603.
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CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
May 20, 2021
The regular meeting of the Salem
Church Council was held at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, May 20, 2021, in
the downstairs dining hall. Members
present were Stacy Barnes, Bobby
Bergsieker, Keill Borchers, Sharon
Hoefer, Marc Jensen, Barb Nolte,
Alex Starke, Carla Starke and Pastor
Tommy Faris.
President Keill Borchers called the
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy
opened with the devotion of Psalm
104 and a prayer. Minutes were read
and approved. The financial report
was given by Sharon, discussed, and
approved with balances of $9,899 in
the General Fund and $23,270 in the
Building and Grounds Fund. The
total average attendance of 466, this
includes 81 in-person and 385 live
stream views.
Pastor’s Report: Hailey Pessetto
shared her testimony and was confirmed on April 18. Confirmation
Sunday also included communion.
Tommy delivered the message for
the 2021 Baccalaureate service held
at the East Gym on Sunday evening
May 9. The Board of Christian Education is planning a pizza and bingo
night on Friday, May 21. Funeral
services will be held at Salem for
Leonard Seals on May 26 and Grace
Werning on May 27. Tommy and
Crystal will be on vacation June 1826. Rev. Andy Mockridge will
preach in Tommy’s absence.
Correspondence: Thank you notes
were received from Hailey Pessetto
for supporting her in her confirmation journey and from the Higginsville Senior Center acknowledging
cash donation. Council approved a
donation of $75.00 requested from
Missouri Valley Community Action

T h e L a m p li gh t e r
Agency to purchase school supplies
for families in our community. If
church members would like to donate, they can send their donation to
the church office and it will be added
to the $75 donation approved by
Council.
Committee Reports:
Christian Ed/Carla: No Report.
Building & Grounds/Alex: No
Report.
Cemetery/Barb: Cemetery clean up
was postponed until April 24 due to
the weather. Clean up on the 24th
went well, considering the weather
conditions.
Memorial/Sharon: Memorial committee approved the purchase of a
duplicator for reproducing CDs of
the services on Sunday.
Stewardship/Marc: No Report.
Evangelism/Stacy: No report.
Worship/Bobby: Choir plans to
start up in the fall.
Ushers/Alex & Carla: Council
members will continue to usher
Sunday services through June.
Unfinished Business: At this time
the 8:30 service will not start back up
until Rally Day at the earliest. There
was discussion on how to help alleviate some of the preparation time
needed to prepare music files used in
the early service.
New Business: Council discussed
rental/use of facilities, fees and updating all policies related to this matter. Fees will be increased for the
following: dining room or fellowship
hall - $50, Kitchen - $50, and a Janitorial Fee -$50. Fees will be waived if
the event is considered a function of
the church i.e., funeral, baptism or
confirmation. Church facilities will
not be rented to non-members (this
does not include community groups).
All Council members were given copies of the building/facility policies to
review prior to the next meeting. At
5
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that time any changes or updates will
be finalized. The exterior door in
the Multi-Purpose room is not functioning properly. Alex will look into
getting it fixed. Committee appointments were finalized. A motion was
made and approved to move back to
the board room for future Council
meetings beginning in June.
Next council meeting Date: June 17.
2021, 7:30 p.m.
There being no further business, the
meeting was adjourned with the
“Lord’s Prayer”.
Respectfully submitted,
Carla Starke,
Council Secretary
YOUTH ON MISSION
There will be a meeting in the
Fellowship Hall after the 10 a.m.
worship July 18th to discuss the
future of Youth On Mission. Any
adults interested in assisting or
leading Youth On Mission we ask
that you please come to this
meeting.
SUMMER WORSHIP
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
SCHEDULE:
Summer worship time will remain at
10:00 a.m. In-person Sunday School
will be held during the 10:00 worship service. Youth Zoom Sunday
School will be held at 9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School will resume on
Rally Sunday in September.

“That the birds of worry and
care fly over your head, this
you cannot change, but that
they build nests in your hair,
this you can prevent.”
—Chinese proverb
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CHURCH INFORMATION
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org
Fax number: 660-584-5666
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“Salem’s “Water Mission”

TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA
COUNTRY PRIDE:
Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform
your server that you would like to participate in the program,
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of
the rest!
HARVESTERS SCHEDULE
First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Harvesters Community Food Network distribution of food on
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at
8:30 a.m. and ends approximately at Noon. After the food is
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372,
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone number, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.
ALSO
Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,
offers food pick-up on the first Wednesday of every month
from Noon-1:30 p.m., 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.

In God’s hands
In Keep a Quiet Heart, Christian missionary
Elisabeth Elliot ponders the faith
implications of fretting about days to come.
“Today is mine; tomorrow is none of my
business,” she writes. “If I peer anxiously
into the fog of the future, I will strain my
spiritual eyes so that I will not see clearly
what is required of me now.”
And what’s the alternative? Instead of dwelling on times to
come, which we can’t change anyway, Elliot recommends:
“Leave it all in the hands that were wounded for you.”
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For the fifth year, the Board of Elders is asking
you to consider generously supporting our
“Water Mission”.
Last year $1,965.00 was donated. What a
blessing, and speaks to our church’s willingness
to share with those less fortunate. This amount
was enough to provide the materials and
construction of one water cistern. Our goal is
to top that amount in 2021.
In many parts of the world, clean safe drinking
water is a luxury. Whether due to drought,
pollution, or destroyed infrastructure, the
search for water is a chore that often removes
children from classrooms and parents from
their work. When water flows freely, residents
are healthier and communities are stronger.
In partnership with Global Ministries, Salem’s
congregation can help provide clean, safe
drinking water with systems that utilize local
talent and equipment so that the water
solutions can be sustainably maintained.
In early August the board will forward to
Global Ministries our contribution, so July is
the month we are asking you to consider a
donation. Please make your checks payable to
“Salem UCC” with a notation in the lower left
corner of your check “Water Mission”.
Thank you for your continued support,
The Board of Elders
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Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Live Stream Worship Also
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Tommy Faris
Pastor
Sarah J. Berry
Secretary
Jamie Smith
Music Director
June Howell
Christian Education Coordinator
Anne Iles
Youth Music Director

Keill Borchers, President
Church Council
Mark Gross, President
Board of Elders
Emily Bergsieker, President
Board of Christian Education
Lowell Grumke
Custodian
Lindsey Rolf, Volunteer
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