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The Lamplighter 
August  2021    •    Salem United Church of Christ    •    Higginsville, Missouri 

 Dear Friends, 
 

I have not shared a poem with you for quite a while, so here you go. Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926) was an 
Austrian poet whose work rings with emotion. This poem has no official title; in this collection, Rilke num-
bered his poems. This one is “I, 59.” This poem speaks to me of living courageously for the cause of the Vi-
sion of God in the world. There are two lines that stand our powerfully for me, and I think of them as two 
parts of one thought. You may disagree, but that is part of the beauty of poetry. It speaks to us all in different 
ways. Here are my two favorite lines: “Don’t let yourself lose me….Give me your hand.” 

 

Grace and peace, 
Tommy 

 

God speaks to each of us as he makes us, 
then walks with us silently out of the night. 
 

These are words we dimly hear: 
 

You, sent out beyond your recall, 
go to the limits of your longing. 
Embody me. 
 

Flare up like flame 
and make big shadows I can move in. 
 

Let everything happen to you: beauty and terror. 
Just keep going. No feeling is final. 
Don’t let yourself lose me. 
 

Nearby is the country they call life. 
You will know it by its seriousness. 
 

Give me your hand. 
 

Rainer Maria Rilke, Rilke’s Book of Hours: Love Poems to God, translated by Anita Barrows and Joanna Macy 

(Riverhead Books, 2005) 
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 From the Church Records 

Financial Report: June 2021 

General Fund Wood & Huston Bank 

General Fund Balance 6/01/21 

Current deposits 

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 6/30/21 

 

 

$ 9,094      

$20,211  

$14,959 

$14,346   

Building Fund: 

Current Fund Balance 6/01/21 

Current deposits  

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 6/30/21 

 

 

$23,303 

$    596                                   

$      75            

$23,824 

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for June) $85 

Views 

Live Stream 

June Attendance 10:00 a.m. 

In-Person 

335 6-6-21 61 

289 6-13-21 39 

188 6-20-21 

 

63 

184 6-27-21 60 

249 Average     

Total Average 305 

56 

ORGANIST EMERITA: 

Doris Jane was honored posthumously July 24, 2021, at 
the Celebration of Life Service, as Organist Emerita.  

THANK YOU! 

We would gratefully like to thank members of our 
church family who took the time and made the effort 
to send us a 50th anniversary card. Each and every 
one was enjoyed and appreciated. Blessings to you 
and peace be with you.  

With love, 

Ray Don & Shirley 

A prayer about slowing down 
 
God beyond time … teach us to pause in this moment, 
to tuck ourselves into the curve of your slow arm, that 
we may know the miracle of now, the gift of this          
moment: you beside and beyond us, welcoming us   
outside of all we measure, and standing with us in it. 
May we see the goodness of our still hours and days, 
sunrises, sunsets, and the darkness where our rest is 
found. 
 

—Micha Boyett in A Rhythm of Prayer                                  
(edited by Sarah Bessey) 
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Best Birthday Wishes in August go to... 

The power of listening 
 

“The most basic and powerful way to connect to another person is to listen,” says Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen, author 
and integrative medicine professor. “Perhaps the most important thing we ever give each other is our attention.” 
 

Twice in Mark 4, while teaching, Jesus urges, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen” (verses 9 & 23, NRSV). One way 
we show what Jesus means to us is by truly listening to his word — not just hearing sounds but being attentive and 
intentional. Likewise, one way we love and serve others is by respectfully listening to them: not assuming we know 
what they feel or mean or will say; not planning what to say even as they’re still speaking, but listening deeply to 
learn about them and their experience.  
 

We often think living our faith calls for great accomplishments or worldwide reach. But Remen says, “A loving         
silence often has … power to heal and to connect.” Don’t underestimate something as basic and doable as listening 
as a way to practice Christlike love. 
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August 2021 

 John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center Bible Study 
has been cancelled until further notice.  

    Women’s Fellowship Circle News: 

Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting until further 
notice. The Women’s Fellowship Board will not be meeting 
until further notice as well. 

OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY  
IN CARE FACILITIES 

Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of 
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our 
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care  
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a     
delightful surprise! 

Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO 
64037 
Al Dieckhoff 
Mary Kirchhoff 
Hayes and Grace Niemeier   
Anna Marie Rinne  
Kenneth Schemmer 
Earl Struchtemeyer 
Bob Tankesley   
Mary Ann Vorwark 

Riverbend Heights Rehab & Health, Lexington Nursing 
Home, 1221 South Highway 13, Lexington, MO 64067 
Mark Gieselman 

Barb Siegfried: 
1001 Quincy Dr. 
Warrensburg, MO 64093 

OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN: 

You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The 
church bulletin is on the Salem website:                                           
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/                       
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your phone or 
tablet during worship instead of using a paper copy, please 
feel free to use that option. If you like the paper copy that is 
available as well.  

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church of-
fice, (660) 584-3603.  

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The Memorial Committee is asking for volunteers to water 
the flower pots at the front doors of the church. If you are                  
interested please call Mary Homfeld, 584-3060. 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  

NEW THEATRE TRIP: 

The decision has been made to cancel the trip 
because of the latest rise in Covid cases.  

A glimpse of grace 
 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the 
waters; and you who have no money, come, 
buy and eat!” (Isaiah 55:1, NIV). I thought of 
this verse when I read about a seven-acre farm 
in Atlanta where people can pick fruits and 
veggies straight off the trees and vines, like a 
fresh-air produce market but bigger — and all 
free!  
 

The Food Forest at Browns Mill, located amid 
a “food desert” in a city where one-fourth of 
the population experiences food insecurity,  
offers 2,500 edible and medicinal plants for 
anyone in need. People take only what they can 
use, and volunteers harvest extras to distribute 
in the community. It’s one of about 70 free-
food forests in the United States. To me, it 
looks like a glimmer of God’s kingdom. 
 

Imagine a world where everyone’s basic needs 
are met: food, clean water, shelter, clothing, 
health care, education, meaningful work, love 
— and the fulfillment of assisting and support-
ing one another. Isaiah envisions this reality 
coming true. Sometimes, even in our troubled 
world, we catch a glimpse of God’s abundant 
grace, tangibly lavished on all. Even better, 
sometimes we’re blessed with the privilege of 
helping it happen. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

Special Days in August   

 August 1-4                                                                  
Vacation Bible School  6-8:00 p.m. 

 August 8                                                                       
Celebrating Salem’s 151st Anniversary    

 August 23                                                                
September Lamplighter Articles Due 
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CHURCH COUNCIL         
MEETING  
June 17, 2021 

The regular meeting of the Salem 
Church Council was held at 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, June 17, 2021, in 
the boardroom. Members present 
were Stacy Barnes. Bobby Bergsiek-
er, Keill Borchers, Sharon Hoefer, 
Marc Jensen, Barb Nolte, Alex 
Starke, Carla Starke and Pastor  
Tommy Faris.  

President Keill Borchers called the 
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy 
opened with the devotion from 
Psalm 9 and a prayer. Minutes were 
read and approved. The financial 
report was given by Sharon, dis-
cussed, and approved with balances 
of $9,094 in the General Fund and 
$23,303 in the Building and Grounds 
Fund. The total average attendance 
of 242, this includes 51 in-person 
and 189 live stream views.  

Pastor’s Report: Tommy reported 
the online presentation of Salem’s 
Sunday morning service continues to 
be strong. Vacation Bible School is 
scheduled for August 1-4. The              
celebration of life for Doris Jane 
Stoner is scheduled for July 21. 
Tommy and Crystal will be on           
vacation June 18-26. Rev. Andy 
Mockridge will preach in Tommy’s 
absence.  

Correspondence: A request for 
support was received from the Show 
Me Christian Youth Home. A             
motion was made by Marc and         
seconded by Bobby to donate $150, 
motion carried.  A thank you was 
received from the family of Leonard 
Seals for the use of the sanctuary for 
his funeral.                                     
Committee Reports: Christian 
Ed/Carla: A meeting for any adult 
member of Salem wishing to help 
lead YOM will be held on July 18 
following the worship service.  

Building & Grounds/Alex:               
The door in the multi-purpose room 
has been repaired.                           
Cemetery/Barb: No meeting.                       
Memorial/Sharon: No meeting. 
Stewardship/Marc: No meeting.  
Evangelism/Stacy: No meeting. 
Worship/Bobby: No meeting.       
Ushers/Alex & Carla:  Council 
members will continue to usher Sun-
day services through the end of sum-
mer.  

Unfinished Business: Early Service 
- Due to the amount of time required 
to prepare music and slides for the 
early service, the council discussed 
having this done by paid church per-
sonnel rather than a volunteer. Keill 
will look into this and we will discuss 
more at our July meeting. Council 
also discussed backup storage options 
for the music files used in the early 
service. Policy Changes – The council 
agreed to remove the Van Policy as 
the church no longer owns or main-
tains a van. Organ repairs – No new 
update at this time - will have Sarah 
inquire to the status of when the re-
pairs will be completed.                        
New Business: A plaque honoring 
62 years of service for Doris Jane 
Stoner will be placed on the organ. A 
picture of Doris Jane will be placed in 
the display case located in the over-
flow. A reception to recognize Lind-
sey Rolf for her 20 years of service to 
Salem will be held - date and time are 
yet to be determined. A letter will be 
sent via certified mail to US Bank 
Financial to end the copier lease. A 
request was received from Mo Mid-
South Conference for donations to 
the medical debt relief initiative – the 
council declined. Sarah will be on 
vacation from July 16-23. She has 
subs lined up to cover the office. 
Keill made a motion to approve a 
donation request for $100 from to 
Higginsville Ministerial Alliance for  

                                                                                                                                                                                         

back-to-school teacher luncheon 
held in August. The motion was se-
conded by Alex, the motion carried. 
There is an issue with bats getting 
into the attic space above the Sunday 
school wing. Building and grounds 
will work to fix the problem. Signa-
ture cards were signed by officers to 
update bank information. 
Next council meeting Date: July 15, 
2021, 7:30 p.m.                                                                                                              
There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned with the 
“Lord’s Prayer”.                 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carla Starke, 
Council Secretary       

Jeff, Paula, & Tori Kopp have 

transferred their membership to 

Salem from Bethel United Church 

of Christ, Concordia. Jeff & Paula 

reside on their family farm in          

rural Concordia. Jeff retired from 

Concordia Implement in 2018. 

He is enjoying farming full-time 

and operating a bull-dozer as his 

schedule allows.  Paula has en-

joyed a career in healthcare for 

over 30 years. She is currently 

serving as the Nurse Navigator - 

Community Liaison for John 

Knox Village East – Meyer Care 

Center here in Higginsville. They 

have 2 children, their son,              

Preston, who along with his wife 

& daughter, live locally and 

daughter, Tori, who resides in the 

Kansas City area. Jeff and Paula 

welcomed their first grandchild 

this spring and are greatly enjoy-

ing being grandparents.   
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA 

COUNTRY PRIDE: 

Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride 
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of 
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All 
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform 
your server that you would like to participate in the program, 
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of 
the rest!  

HARVESTERS SCHEDULE  

First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Har-
vesters  Community Food Network  distribution of food on 
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at 
8:30 a.m. and ends  approximately at Noon. After the food is 
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the 
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372, 
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone num-
ber, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.  

ALSO 

Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,          
offers food pick-up on the first Wednesday of every month 
from Noon-1:30 p.m., 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.    

CHURCH INFORMATION  
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net 
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052 
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603 
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net 
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org 

Tentative Chancel and Hand Bell Choir Fall 
Schedules 

This schedule could change to adjust to any new 
or updated Covid protocols. The Chancel Choir 
will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 8 
at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. The Chancel Choir 
will sing during our worship service on the 1st, 
2nd, and 4th Sundays of each month. The Hand 
Bell Choir will start rehearsals on Wednesday, 
October 6 at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. They will 
play during our worship service on the 4th Sunday 
of October, December, February, and April.  
Come and make a joyful noise with our Choirs!  
See you soon!  

Jamie Smith, Director 

Tentative Youth Choir, Little Notes, and 
Chime Bell Choir Fall Schedules 

This schedule could change to adjust to any new 
or updated Covid protocols. The Youth Choir 
will begin rehearsals on Sunday, September 19 
and will sing during our worship service on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays of each month.  Little Notes and 
Chime Bell Choir will also begin rehearsals this 
same day. They will play and sing during our wor-
ship service on the 3rd Sunday of each month.  
Times for rehearsals will be published once the 
church worship schedule is finalized. Come join 
the music fun! See you there! 

Ann Iles, Director 
Jamie Smith, Pianist 
 

 

 

How deep is your faith?   
 

Lyrics to the Bee Gees’ 1970s hit song “How Deep Is Your 
Love” came to mind as I pondered the “depths” of my faith. 
Sometimes I prefer to stay securely in the shallow end, while 
other times I fearlessly launch off the diving board, ready and 
willing to be drenched by God’s love. 
 

If you’ve ever tried to coax young swimmers to jump into the 
deep end of a pool, you may remember their excitement (and 
relief) after they finally take the plunge into your arms. To 
experience that joy in your spiritual life, evaluate your location 
in your own faith “pool.” Are you wading safely in the shal-
lows or exploring the freedom of the depths? No matter 
where you’re at, you can jump confidently into Jesus’ out-
stretched arms. From the edge, hear his promises: “Jump 
in! I’ll catch you! I’ll keep you safe! Trust me!”  
 

—Julie Lee 
 

https://salemucchigginsville.wordpress.com/
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FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS 
For many years, Salem has participated in the Festival of Sharing, a cooperative response to hunger, poverty, and             
injustice. Through our faith, we are called to share our resources and support with those who are struggling. The           
Festival of Sharing promotes and supports projects and programs, providing funding and resource goods.  The agencies 
with which Festival of Sharing partner continuously express how much these packs make a difference in the lives of the 
people they serve. Because of the large need demonstrated last year for the “Missouri Paper Product Pack” and the 
“Missouri Personal Hygiene Pack,” the Board of Elders has chosen these two projects again and is asking all Salem 
members and friends to participate with us. The packs’ contents are listed above, and the quantity and size of the items 
are specific. Feel free to put your own pack or packs together and drop them off at Salem; however, due to the current 
conditions, it may be easier for you to donate money. Elders will either put the packs together or send the cash. If you 
do make a donation, please note in the memo line of your check “paper pack or hygiene pack” and have them to Salem 

by September 26. 
Thank you in advance for your generous support. 
Mark Gross, Board of Elders President 
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Vacation Bible School 
This years theme will be                                                                

“Wilderness Escape, Where God Guides & Provides.” 
VBS will be held August 1st – 4th  6:00pm to 8:00pm. 

Mark your calendars! Please come and join us! 
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WE EXTEND OUR 

 SYMPATHY TO:  

Jane Fisler-Hoffman and family. 
Jane’s husband Milt passed away, 
June 18, 2021. Jane was our                  
Transitional Pastor here at Salem 
from September 2012-March 2013, 
and has provided pulpit supply on 
many occasions, and Milt was her 
constant companion. A Celebration 
of Life Service will be held in       
August. If you would like to send a 
card, the address is: 500 Mott Dr., 
Apt. 302 A, Raymore, MO 64083.     

We are in need of volunteers!!  
If anyone is interested in helping, please let us know! Each volunteer will 

get a free VBS t-shirt, supper for Volunteers will provided every night            
between 5pm and 5:45pm, and Volunteers will have the opportunity to 

spend time with some great youth from our church and community! 
Contact June at 660-584-3603 or June’s cellphone 660-441-8568 

VBS COOKIES 

On the last night of VBS, cookies are served to the parents, kids and      
volunteers of VBS. If  anyone would like to donate baked cookies please 
have them dropped off to the church office by August 4th.  

VBS REGISTRATION 

The VBS registration form is posted on the church website:  

https://salemucchigginsville.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/vbs-
registration.pdf 

There are also copies in front of the church office. Please fill them out and 
bring them to the church office.  

THANK YOU 

I was truly touched by the many 
kind sympathy cards I received 
from my Salem friends at the time 
of Milt’s passing. Thank you. 

Jane Fisler-Hoffman  

Saved from ourselves 
“I do not do what I want,” writes the apostle Paul in frustration, “but I do the very thing I hate” (Romans 7:15, ESV). 
Which of us hasn’t felt disappointed in our own actions at some point? For spouting off instead of holding our 
tongue, turning in a mediocre assignment when we could have done better, turning away from a friend in need         
because of peer pressure or uncertainty?  
Inner conflict is part of human nature. Consider part of William Cowper’s poem-prayer “The Contrite Heart”:  

I sometimes think myself inclined 
to love Thee if I could; 
but often feel another mind, 
averse to all that’s good. 
 

My best desires are faint and few, 
I fain would strive for more; 
but when I cry, “My strength renew!” 
seem weaker than before. 

So what can we do? “Who will deliver me from this body of death?” cries Paul in verse 24. But then his despair turns 
into a profound “aha!” moment: None of us can rescue ourselves. We are saved, again and again, by divine love and 
forgiveness. “Thanks be to God,” we declare with Paul in verse 24, “through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

https://salemucchigginsville.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/vbs-registration.pdf
https://salemucchigginsville.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/vbs-registration.pdf
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