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Dear Friends,
I did not say anything about it in worship or any other setting, but on 19 August, I marked eight years as
the pastor of Salem Church. Perhaps you do not feel this way, but it seems to me that the time has verily flown
past us. Whether this time has passed slowly or quickly for you, none of us can say that it has been uneventful.
Quite apart from the usual, quotidian passage of time and events, with the regular comings and goings of
meetings, gatherings, celebrations, memorials, and bumpings-into, these last eight years have brought no shortage of plans and hopes, many that have required adaptation along the way.
For at least two years leading up to 2020, we had a dedicated group of individuals planning for our 150th
Anniversary of the founding of Salem Church as Evangelishe Salems Kirche, as our cornerstone reads. There
were special events and commemorations on the schedule for each month from September 2019 through August 2020. Who knew that a once-in-a-century global pandemic would strike and cause us to have to rethink
and reschedule so many things? Certainly not I, and if you knew, please give me a heads-up if something similar is coming.
There have been losses that we have experienced through the pandemic. Dear friends to whom we could
not say goodbye as we wished we could do, as we had been wont to do for as long as we can remember. It has
been a hard time in many ways. The numbers of new COVID infections has risen dramatically in the last few
months, and we have had three exposures in Salem gatherings recently, so we are well aware that the pandemic
is not over. We must all of us remain vigilant and careful to do all that we can to bring it to an end.
At the same time, we have made some positive adaptations. Due to the necessary mandate to put a temporary halt to in-person gatherings, we made use of techniques that had long been available to us and that we had
not used previously. We began live streaming our services and the response has been eye-opening. Through the
months, we have improved the quality of the live streams. Now we are so well used to being able to view the
videos of our services whenever we can or must that I would suppose that few of us would wish to end them. I
cannot but think that this has been a good development even if circumstances forced us into it.
Then, sadly, in the last few weeks, there have been some additional deaths in our community, losses that
have shaken many of us deeply. The takeaway for me from these passings is that there are no guarantees about
tomorrow. The only day we have is this day. Our friends in twelve-step programs often remind us to live one
day at a time, and from the day-to-day struggles of life, to the onset of a global pandemic, to sudden and tragic
losses, to changed plans, to joys, and to celebrations, time proves our friends correct.
As the psalmist says, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” This day, every day. Each day a gift from God. We have shared these gifts for eight years, and while I do not want to look
too far ahead, I know that whatever comes, God will still be with us.
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Grace and peace,
Tommy
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From the Church Records
Financial Report: July 2021
General Fund Wood & Huston Bank
General Fund Balance 7/01/21
Current deposits
($16,748 Church Deposits)
($11,900 Endowment Fund Deposits)
Current expenses
($17,205 Church Expense)
($11,900 Endowment Fund Expense)
Current Fund Balance 7/31/21
Building Fund:
Current Fund Balance 7/01/21
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 7/31/21

$14,346
$28,648

$29,105
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MASK UPDATE FROM
THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
When Board of Christian Education decided to start in
person Sunday school last winter, we made a promise to
protect our kids and to follow the COVID protocol set
by the Higginsville public school. With Rally Day approaching quickly, the BCE has decided to continue to
follow the protocol. Therefore, in order to keep our kids
safe, all kids and adults helping with Sunday School will
be required to wear a mask during the Sunday School
time and during the Children's message.

$13,889

$23,824
$ 822
$ 1,050
$23,596

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for July) $185
Views
Live Stream

July Attendance

10:00 a.m.
In-Person

309

7-4-21

52

178

7-11-21

54

222

7-18-21

50

182

7-25-21

54

223

Average
Total Average 276

53

A cheerful what?
Guideposts editor Mary Ann O’Roark recalls hearing the phrase “cheerful liver” so often in church as a girl that
she asked her grandmother what a liver is. “It’s a part inside you, like your stomach or your heart,” Grandma replied.
Rather confused, O’Roark tried to figure out how to be cheerful from the inside out. Then during Sunday school
one week, a classmate explained that God loves a cheerful giver, not liver. Years later, however, O’Roark realized
that her younger self wasn’t too far off the mark. After all, God does indeed love someone who lives cheerfully,
spreading the hope and joy that he longs for all people to know!
After all, it was Jesus who said, “I came that [all] may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10, NRSV).
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Look Who’s Having a Birthday in September!
Joe Goetz
Howard Fisher
Darrel Rinne
Ken Telgemeier
Kennedy Short
J.W. Starke
Nathan Salyer
Sara Cowherd
Kolten Cowherd
Mary Kirchhoff
Wendell Busch
Adam Augustine
Brent Fette
Brooke Cramer
Paige Stark

1
2
3
3
3
4
4
4
6
6
6
7
8
10
10

Mike Lettau
Maddie Fiene
Jacob Vincent
Tiger Fiene
Brandon Struchtemeyer
Traci Cameron
Andy Mockridge
Marilyn Davenport
Scott Homfeld
Tina Gibler
Layden Kirchhoff
Jessica Pressly
Wendy Jensen
Desmond Williams
Kathleen Begemann

3

11
13
14
15
15
15
17
17
17
17
18
19
19
19
20

Max Bergsieker
Jeff Kirchhoff
Clara Salyer
Dillon Bergsieker
Karen Fiene
Brittian Shaul
Cheryl LaRue
Shane Siegfried
Palmer Schloman
Adelynn Schloman
Tim Morris
Jared Siegfried
Caleb Russell
June Ann Howell
Cameron Zuehlsdorf

20
20
21
21
21
22
23
24
24
24
27
28
29
29
30
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY
IN CARE FACILITIES
Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a
delightful surprise!
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO
64037
Al Dieckhoff
Mary Kirchhoff
Hayes and Grace Niemeier
Anna Marie Rinne
Kenneth Schemmer
Earl Struchtemeyer
Bob Tankesley
Mary Ann Vorwark
Riverbend Heights Rehab & Health, Lexington Nursing
Home, 1221 South Highway 13, Lexington, MO 64067
Mark Gieselman
Barb Siegfried:
1001 Quincy Dr.
Warrensburg, MO 64093
OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN:
You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The
church bulletin is on the Salem website:
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your phone or
tablet during worship instead of using a paper copy, please
feel free to use that option. If you like the paper copy that is
available as well.


John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center Bible Study
has been cancelled until further notice.

Women’s Fellowship Circle News:
Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting until further
notice. The Women’s Fellowship Board will not be meeting
until further notice as well.
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church office, (660) 584-3603.
“I play the notes as they are written, but it is God who
makes the music.”
—J.S. Bach
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
BEGINNING RALLY DAY,
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 12:
8:00 a.m. Early Worship Service
8:45-9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class
11:15 a.m. Zoom Sunday School with Jamie
Smith leading Zoom Sunday School music at
11:25 a.m.
YOUTH CHOIR, LITTLE NOTES &
CHIME BELL PRACTICES WILL BEGIN
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19:
8:30 a.m. Youth Choir Practice (Tentative)
8:50 a.m. Little Notes & Chime Bell Choir
Practice (Tentative)
LAFAYETTE AREA
CROP HUNGER WALK
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2020
AT THE CONFEDERATE PARK IN
HIGGINSVILLE
The Lafayette Area CROP Hunger Walk will
begin at 3:00 PM on Sunday, October 3, in the
Confederate Park in Higginsville near the Chapel.
This CROP Hunger Walk helps stop hunger both
locally and around the world as a part of the
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE and is sponsored
by the Lafayette County Cluster of UCC Churches. Currently, well over 2,000 communities across
the U.S. join in more than 1,300 CROP Hunger
Walks each year. What difference does it make?
$50.00 can enable a woman to attend literacy class
and change her life forever; $110.00 can provide
emergency food supplies for a family of five’s
needs for a month; $140.00 can give a struggling
farm family a new source of income. All individuals and churches are welcomed and encouraged to
participate by joining this effort. Twenty-five percent of the funds raised can be designated for the
local food pantry. If you aren’t able to participate
and a walker from Salem asks for your support,
please give generously.
Come and join us to raise awareness and help stop
hunger in our world.
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CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
July 15, 2021
The regular meeting of the Salem
Church Council was held at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, July 15, 2021, in
the boardroom. Members present
were Stacy Barnes, Keill Borchers,
Sharon Hoefer, Marc Jensen, Barb
Nolte, Alex Starke, Carla Starke and
Pastor Tommy Faris.
President Keill Borchers called the
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy
opened with a devotion and prayer.
Minutes were read and approved.
The financial report was given by
Sharon, discussed, and approved
with balances as of June 30 were
$14,346 in the General Fund and
$23,824 in the Building and Grounds
Fund. A bill for $786.07 was
presented from G &S Electrical in
Marshall for work on lighting for the
stained-glass window in the front of
the church. A motion was made by
Marc, seconded by Keill to pay the
bill from the Building & Grounds
Fund - motion carried. The total
average attendance of 305, this includes 56 in-person and 249 live
stream views.
Pastor’s Report: Tommy reported
June is willing to take on the duty of
preparing the slides and music files
for the early service on Sunday
mornings. An external hard drive
needs to be purchased in order to
protect the music files used in the
early service. Tommy was very
appreciative of his time off from July
18-25. He and Crystal enjoyed their
vacation.
Correspondence: Thank yous were
received from the Show Me Christian Youth Home ($150 donation)
and from CUE ($1,587 – 2020 Lenten Offering). Salem was selected to
receive a $70 credit on the next utility bill by an anonymous donor.
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Committee Reports: Christian
Ed/Carla: YOM meeting on July 18
following the worship service. VBS is
scheduled for August 1-4. Youth
Groups will start up after Rally Day.
Building & Grounds/Alex: The bat
problem has been solved. There is a
concern with water ponding in the
front of the church near the rounded
steps. Alex will look into the issue.
The exterior door handle in the multi
-purpose room needs to be replaced.
A motion was made by Marc,
seconded by Keill to contact a
locksmith to install a new door
handle – motion carried. Because all
exterior doors are keyed the same
B & G will make sure no other door
handles need to be replaced before
contacting the locksmith for repair.
Cemetery/Barb: No meeting.
Memorial/Sharon: No meeting.
Stewardship/Marc: No meeting.
Evangelism/Stacy: No meeting.
Worship/Bobby: Absent.
Ushers/Alex & Carla: Council
members will continue to usher
Sunday services through the end of
summer.
Unfinished Business: Early Service
– There was discussion of possibly
keeping the late service start time at
10:00 a.m. permanently. This would
require moving the start time of the
early service from 8:30 a.m. to 8:00
a.m. One concern would be the
effect on Sunday School and youth
choir. Carla will discuss these
concerns with the Board of Christian
Education at the next meeting and
bring any feedback/concerns to the
next Council meeting. The recognition of Lindsey Rolf’s 20 years of
service to Salem will be held Sunday,
November 14, 2021. A letter was sent
to US Bank Financial on July 7 to
end the copier lease. Organ repairs –
Sarah made contact with the organ
repairman. He is hopeful his
5
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schedule will allow him to repair the
organ bellow in August.
New Business: The Celebration of
Life for Doris Jane Stoner will be
held on July 21. A motion was made
by Alex, seconded by Barb for a
presentation (prepared by Tommy)
declaring Doris Jane Organist
Emerita at the Celebration of Life –
motion carried. A check for was
given to MVCAA Back to School
Event - $75 donation approved by
Council, plus $165 from Salem
members. Salem’s permits with
MODOT for highway signs were
renewed. Signature cards were signed
by officers for Central Bank.
Salem’s 151st Anniversary will be
celebrated on Sunday, August 8,
2021.
Next council meeting Date:
August 19, 2021, 7:30 p.m.
There being no further business, the
meeting was adjourned with the
“Lord’s Prayer”.
Respectfully submitted,
Carla Starke,
Council Secretary
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED:
The church
office will be
closed Monday,
September 6, in
observance of
Labor Day.
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CHURCH INFORMATION
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org
TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA
COUNTRY PRIDE:
Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform
your server that you would like to participate in the program,
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of
the rest!
HARVESTERS SCHEDULE
First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Harvesters Community Food Network distribution of food on
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at
8:30 a.m. and ends approximately at Noon. After the food is
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372,
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone number, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.
ALSO
Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,
offers food pick-up on the first Wednesday of every month
from Noon-1:30 p.m., 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.
Our help — past, present and future
This month, America marks the 20th anniversary of the
9/11 terrorist attacks, which ended almost 3,000 lives and
changed life forever for millions more. The nation was shaken to its very roots, with violence jolting out of us any assumption that “it can’t happen here.” September 11 banished
any lingering notion that being on the side of “liberty and justice for all” served as insulation against mass tragedy. We now
had more to fear than fear itself.
Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the earth should
change” (v. 2) — as it did on 9/11 —God remains “our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (v. 3). We are
never alone or without hope, even on life-altering days.
How have God’s presence and power sustained you through
life’s changes? How might sharing your story help someone
else when their world or faith gets shaken?
—adapted from The Wired Word
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Tentative Chancel and Hand Bell Choir Fall
Schedules
This schedule could change to adjust to any new
or updated Covid protocols. The Chancel Choir
will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 8
at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. The Chancel Choir
will sing during our worship service on the 1st,
2nd, and 4th Sundays of each month. The Hand
Bell Choir will start rehearsals on Wednesday,
October 6 at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. They will
play during our worship service on the 4th Sunday
of October, December, February, and April.
Come and make a joyful noise with our Choirs!
See you soon!
Jamie Smith, Director
Tentative Youth Choir, Little Notes, and
Chime Bell Choir Fall Schedules
This schedule could change to adjust to any new
or updated Covid protocols. The Youth Choir
will begin rehearsals on Sunday, September 19
and will sing during our worship service on the 1st
and 3rd Sundays of each month. Little Notes and
Chime Bell Choir will also begin rehearsals this
same day. They will play and sing during our worship service on the 3rd Sunday of each month.
Times for rehearsals are published in this
Lamplighter. Come join the music fun! See you
there!
Ann Iles, Director
Jamie Smith, Pianist

Answers
Answers to prayers come in various ways,
sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days.
And some take years to fully unfold
the harvest of love and blessings they hold.
Answers to prayers come in various forms,
sometimes in sunlight, sometimes through
storms.
Some blossom early, and some blossom late,
but each one will flower — have faith and wait!
—Helen Inwood, His Mysterious Ways
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FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS
For many years, Salem has participated in the Festival of Sharing, a cooperative response to hunger, poverty, and
injustice. Through our faith, we are called to share our resources and support with those who are struggling. The
Festival of Sharing promotes and supports projects and programs, providing funding and resource goods. The agencies
with which Festival of Sharing partner continuously express how much these packs make a difference in the lives of the
people they serve. Because of the large need demonstrated last year for the “Missouri Paper Product Pack” and the
“Missouri Personal Hygiene Pack,” the Board of Elders has chosen these two projects again and is asking all Salem
members and friends to participate with us. The packs’ contents are listed above, and the quantity and size of the items
are specific. Feel free to put your own pack or packs together and drop them off at Salem; however, due to the current
conditions, it may be easier for you to donate money. Elders will either put the packs together or send the cash. If you
do make a donation, please note in the memo line of your check “paper pack or hygiene pack” and have them to Salem
by September 26. An envelope is enclosed in this Lamplighter. Extra envelopes are in the back of the sanctuary and
outside the church office.
Thank you in advance for your generous support.
Mark Gross, Board of Elders President
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WE EXTEND OUR
SYMPATHY TO:
The family of Harley Dunkin and
the students, faculty, and staff of
Lafayette County C-1. Salem hosted
Harley’s funeral.
ALSO
The family of William Harold “Bill”
Mackie. Bill passed away on Friday,
July 30, 2021. His funeral was held
on Wednesday, August 4, 2021, at
Hoefer Funeral Home.
ALSO
The family of Justin Moenkhoff.
Justin is Jeanne Fleischmann’s
nephew. Justin passed on Friday,
August 13, 2021.
ALSO
The family of Phyllis Weinrich.
Phyllis and her family were former
members of Salem. Phyllis passed
away, Saturday, August 14, 2021.
ALSO
The family of Dianna Dryer. Dianna
passed away, Thursday, August 19,
2021. Dianna’s husband is Gordon
Dryer, a former member of Salem.
ALSO
The family of Virginia Knipmeyer.
Virginia passed away, Monday,
August 23, 2021. Virginia was Susan
Jensen’s Mother and Grandmother
to Nick, Marc, and Emily.

“Faith takes God without any ‘ifs.’”
—D.L. Moody







Special Days in September
September 6 Labor Day, Church Office
Closed
September 8Chancel Choir rehearsals
resume
September 11 Patriot Day
September 12 Rally Day
New Worship Schedule
8:00 a.m. Early Worship
8:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship
Confirmation Begins
National Grandparents Day
September 22 First Day of Autumn
September 22 4-7 p.m. Family Fun Night
with Food Truck & Games at
Salem

Be still (and silent)
We need to find God, and he
cannot be found in noise and
restlessness. God is the friend of
silence. See how nature — trees,
flowers, grass — grow in silence;
see the stars, the moon, the sun,
how they move in silence. … The
more we receive in silent prayer,
the more we can give in our active
life. We need silence to be able to
touch souls. The essential thing is
not what we say, but what God
says to us and through us. All our
words will be useless unless they
come from within — words which
do not give the light of Christ
increase the darkness.
—Mother Teresa
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BIRTHDAY THANK YOU!
Thank you to my children for putting flowers on the altar for my
birthday. Thank you to everyone
that sent a birthday card.
Margaret Soendker
THANK YOU:
Thank you to everyone that sent
flowers and cards upon the death
of my son, Bill Soendker.
Margaret Soendker
THANK YOU:
Thank you so very much Salem
Church family and friends for remembering our mother and
grandmother, Doris Jane Stoner, at
her Celebration of Life. It was so
meaningful to be able to gather
together, share memories, and honor her as Organist Emerita. We
want to express a special thank you
to Pastor Tommy for his kind and
caring words at mom's Celebration
of Life service. Another special
thanks we give to Joe Rolf for his
assistance with mom's CD of organ
recordings and to Sarah Berry for
her assistance with preparing the
bulletins and the Organist Emerita
resolution. Although a year has
passed, it helps to have your love
and friendship to help with healing
and comfort. We greatly
appreciate the memorials to Salem
UCC and the James H. and Doris
Jane Stoner Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Her legacy of
music and education will continue
with tomorrow's youth. All of these
things meant the world to us. We
are so grateful and blessed for having our Salem Church family.
God bless you!
The Family of Doris Jane Stoner
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