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The Lamplighter 
October  2021    •    Salem United Church of Christ    •    Higginsville, Missouri 

 Dear Friends, 
 

As I write this in the airport in Albany, New York, on Saturday, 25 September, I notice that this day is the 
anniversary of nine black students finally entering Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1957. In 
1954, the United States Supreme Court had overturned the separate-but-equal doctrine that had enabled segre-
gation for many decades, making desegregation the law of the nation. Even so, many states, not all of the in the 
South, resisted the move to desegregate. Arkansas was one of those states, and the Little Rock Nine became 
symbols of a recital divide that had been present in the United States from the beginning of the country. 

 

Being symbols must have been hard for those teenagers. The experience was hard for them, and hard on 
them. Several could not endure the abuse and harassment and left Central High School. One was expelled for 
reacting to the abuse, while the abusers and bullies received no punishment. The Civil Rights Era was a hard 
time for the nation, and in many ways it continues today. 

 

I recently shared on Facebook a couple of powerful memes. One was a quote from Dorothy Day, asserting 
that we love God only as much as we love the person we love the least. The other was a statement about a 
teacher who asked an audience which of them would be willing to receive the same treatment as black citizens 
receive. When no one in the white audience responded in the affirmative, the educator asked why, then, they 
were willing to allow such treatment for their fellow citizens. 

 

While we do not like to admit it, racism is a reality not just in our country but in the wider world. More 
than 160 years after the American Civil War, many of our sisters and brothers are subject daily to dehumaniz-
ing and unjust treatment that none of us would tolerate for ourselves. 

 

Jesus calls us to live in solidarity with anyone who lives on the margins of society, who lives with oppres-
sion and exclusion. Jesus tells us that the standard for how we treat others is how we want them to treat us, 
regardless of how they actually do treat us. Each year that I have gone with Youth on Mission, I have reminded 
participants that we do not go to help others but to serve them. 

 

We all know that what Jesus calls us to do can be difficult. Admitting that is no sign of weakness. And yet, 
this I believe with all my heart: what Jesus calls us to do, Jesus empowers and enables us to do. If Jesus calls us 
to love and serve others, when we give ourselves fully into his care, we will find that we not only have the abil-
ity but also the desire to follow his call. 

 

With the power of Jesus’ call as our motivation, and with the presence of Jesus’ love in our hearts, we can 
overcome and set right the injustice of racism and every other sign of human brokenness in our nation and in 
the world. God willing, and I believe God is certainly willing, we can make this world a safe and happy place 
for all of God’s children. 

 

Grace and peace, 
Tommy 



2 

 

 October 2021 The Lamplighter  Page 2  

 From the Church Records 

Financial Report: August 2021 

General Fund Wood & Huston Bank 

General Fund Balance 8/01/21 

Current deposits 

($15,034 Church Deposits) 

($216,537 Endowment Fund Deposits) 

Current expenses 

($17,388 Church Expense) 

($216,537 Endowment Fund Expense) 

Current Fund Balance 8/31/21 

 

 

 

$  14,944      

$231,571  

 

 

$233,925 

 

 

$ 12,590   

Building Fund: 

Current Fund Balance 8/01/21 

Current deposits  

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 8/31/21 

 

 

$23,596 

$  2,300                                       

$  1,851                  

$24,045 

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for August) $125 

Views 

Live Stream 

August Attendance 10:00 a.m. 

In-Person 

196 8-1-21 66 

206 8-8-21 38 

192 8-15-21 

 

59 

179 8-22-21 39 

265 8-29-21 45 

208 Average     

Total Average 258 

50 

MASK UPDATE FROM  

THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

When Board of Christian Education decided to start in 
person Sunday school last winter, we made a promise to 
protect our kids and to follow the COVID protocol set 
by the Higginsville public school. With Rally Day ap-
proaching quickly, the BCE has decided to continue to 
follow the protocol. Therefore, in order to keep our kids 
safe, all kids and adults helping with Sunday School will 
be required to wear a mask during the Sunday School 
time and during the Children's message.  



3 

 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

11 

11 

11 

11 

12 

13 

13 

13 

14 

16 

18 

19 

20 

20 

20 

21 

22 

24 

24 

25 

25 

27 

27 

27 

28 

29 

29 

31 

October  2021 The Lamplighter  

Tori Kopp 

Sadie Kumm 

Johnny Marth 

Sarah Short 

Nathan Rinne 

Skyler Robinson 

Bob Jarman 

Alice Davis 

Mary Dickmeier 

Ray Don Paul 

Carla Starke 

Tish Stoner 

Paul Howell 

Trace Alberswerth 

Ada Kay Stoner 

Abby Cramer 

Autumn White 

Dennis Stewart 

Laith Kirchhoff 

Angie Green 

Crystal Schloman 

Hanni Herriott 

Logan Tracy 

Gail Kirchhoff 

Brenda Homfeld 

Joey Hoflander 

Briana Conner 

Kenneth Schemmer 

Cole Harris 

Owen Wood 

Wyatt Wilkinson 

Billy Mackie 

Caleb Romans 

 

Jaxon Barnes 

Fred Jungerman III 

Joe Rolf 

Greg Soendker 

Kenneth Buchanan 

Joe Steinkuhler 

Wilburn Woods 

Chase Berry 

Vida Mehrhoff 

Robbie Alberswerth 

Susan Shier  

Jonathan Hoflander 

Matthew Leonard 

David Starke 

Chris Homfeld 

Ava Jo Brown 

Greg Berry 
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Look Who’s Having a  Birthday in October! 

Salem UCC Hayride 

 and Wiener Roast 
Sunday, October 17, 2021 

At the home of  Bill and Paula Oelrichs 

12138 Salem Cemetery Road                             

Join us for  

Wiener Roast at 6:00 p.m. 

Hayride around 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please bring a side dish and 
lawn chairs. Hotdogs, buns, 

drinks, and tableware will be provided.  

Contact the church office for more               
information. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=r6RUanj71ixUGM&tbnid=AnwXu_SZIQTBWM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fillustrations%2Fwiener%2Broast&ei=Nt0hVMj-AZC3ogSUoYKYAQ&bvm=bv.75775273,d.aWw&
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October 2021 

    Women’s Fellowship Circle News: 

Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting until further 
notice. The Women’s Fellowship Board will not be meeting 
until further notice as well. 

OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY  
IN CARE FACILITIES 

Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of 
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our 
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care  
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a     
delightful surprise! 

Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO 
64037 
Al Dieckhoff 
Mary Kirchhoff 
Hayes and Grace Niemeier   
Anna Marie Rinne  
Kenneth Schemmer 
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke 
Bob Tankesley   
Mary Ann Vorwark 

Riverbend Heights Rehab & Health, Lexington Nursing 
Home, 1221 South Highway 13, Lexington, MO 64067 
Mark Gieselman 

Barb Siegfried: (New Address) 

703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037  

OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN: 

You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The 
church bulletin is on the Salem website:                                           
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/                       
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your phone or 
tablet during worship instead of using a paper copy, please 
feel free to use that option. If you like the paper copy that is 
available as well.  

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church of-
fice, (660) 584-3603.  

8:00 a.m. Early Worship Service 

8:45-9:45 a.m. Sunday School  

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service  

11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class   

11:15 a.m. Zoom Sunday School with Jamie 
Smith leading Zoom Sunday School music at 
11:25 a.m. 

YOUTH CHOIR, LITTLE NOTES & 
CHIME BELL PRACTICES  

8:30 a.m. Youth Choir Practice  

8:50 a.m. Little Notes & Chime Bell Choir            
Practice  

LAFAYETTE AREA  

CROP HUNGER WALK 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2020  

AT THE CONFEDERATE PARK IN                   
HIGGINSVILLE 

The Lafayette Area CROP Hunger Walk will 
begin at 3:00 PM on Sunday, October 3, in the 
Confederate Park in Higginsville near the Chapel. 
This CROP Hunger Walk helps stop hunger both 
locally and around the world as a part of the 
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE and is sponsored 
by the Lafayette County Cluster of UCC Church-
es. Currently, well over 2,000 communities across 
the U.S. join in more than 1,300 CROP Hunger 
Walks each year. What difference does it make? 
$50.00 can enable a woman to attend literacy class 
and change her life forever; $110.00 can provide 
emergency food supplies for a family of five’s 
needs for a month; $140.00 can give a struggling 
farm family a new source of income. All individu-
als and churches are welcomed and encouraged to 
participate by joining this effort. Twenty-five per-
cent of the funds raised can be designated for the 
local food pantry. If you aren’t able to participate 
and a walker from Salem asks for your support, 
please give generously.  

Come and join us to raise awareness and help stop 
hunger in our world. 

JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER BIBLE STUDY:  

The Bible Study is led, on a rotational schedule, by the           
Ministerial Fellowship. Greg Fine (Baptist) will lead during 
the month of October. The Bible Study is held every 

Wednesday, 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the Gathering Room.   

SUNDAY MORNING 
SCHEDULE                   
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CHURCH COUNCIL         
MEETING  

August 19, 2021 

The regular meeting of the Salem 
Church Council was held at 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, August 19, 2021, 
in the boardroom. Members present 
were Stacy Barnes, Bobby Bergsiek-
er, Keill Borchers, Sharon Hoefer, 
Marc Jensen, Barb Nolte, Carla 
Starke and Pastor Tommy Faris.  

President Keill Borchers called the 
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy 
opened with a devotion from Psalm 
84 and a prayer.  Minutes were read 
and approved. The financial report 
was given by Sharon, discussed, and 
approved. The balances as of July 31 
were $13,889 in the General Fund 
and $23,596 in the Building & 
Grounds Fund.  The total average 
attendance of 276, this includes 53 in
-person and 223 live stream views.  

Pastor’s Report:  Tommy reported 
there have been several Covid con-
cerns over the last three weeks. The 
family of Doris Jane Stoner was very 
happy with the plaque commemorat-
ing her service to Salem. Tommy 
and Crystal will be on vacation            
September 14-25. Tommy will be 
absent on October 3 due to minor 
surgery on September 30.  Rev. 
Andy Mockridge will preach during 
both of Tommy’s absences.    

Correspondence:  Salem received a 
Country Fair Parade entry form.  An 
announcement will run in the bulle-
tin to see if any group or individual 
is interested in taking this on.   

Committee Reports:                                 
Christian Ed/Carla: The Board of 
Christian Education is agreeable to 
moving the start time of Sunday 
school and Little Notes up 30 
minutes to accommodate the perma-
nent start time of 10:00 a.m. for the 
regular service.   

Building & Grounds/Alex: The 
exterior door in the multi-purpose 
room has been fixed.  The lock on 
the elevator was rekeyed to match all 
the other exterior locks in the build-
ing.  Keill will contact Spire to check 
on a gas like smell near the bath-
rooms just off the dining room.  
Cemetery/Barb: No meeting.             
Memorial/Sharon: No meeting.   
Stewardship/Marc: No meeting.  
Evangelism/Stacy:  No meeting.  
Worship/Bobby:  No Meeting.  
Ushers/Alex & Carla:  Council 
members will continue to usher Sun-
day services through the end of sum-
mer.  

Unfinished Business:  New Sunday 
morning schedule approved by the 
elders is as follows:  Early Worship 
8:00, Sunday School 8:45-9:45,           
Worship 10:00, Youth Choir 8:30, 
Little Notes/Chime Bell 8:50.             
Confirmation and Zoom Sunday 
School will start after regular worship 
at 11:15.  US Bank Financial corre-
spondence showed a payoff balance 
of $1,735.20 and an additional 
$3,597.01 if Salem wanted to                 
purchase the copier. Salem is respon-
sible for the shipping fee to return 
the copier, but USBF would not           
provide Sarah an address to                
determine the shipping charges.  
Marc will contact US Bank Financial 
to obtain the shipping information.  

New Business:  Due to several posi-
tive Covid cases at Salem in the last 
few weeks, the ushers will once again 
maintain a list for contact tracing for 
those who attend Sunday morning 
services. AA made a $500 donation 
to Salem.  A motion was made by 
Marc and seconded by Barb to de-
posit the donation in the B&G fund 
– motion carried. New signature 
cards were required for the Endow-
ment Fund. Salem will continue to be 
a tornado shelter for the Head Start     

bus if needed. Sharon reported the 
budget meeting will be October 18.  
Voting for the 2022 Budget will be 
done via proxy again this year. Sarah 
will be on vacation September 10-19.  
The council reviewed information 
regarding fixing the laptop used for 
early service or purchasing a new 
one.  A motion was made by Marc 
and seconded by Bobby to purchase 
a new laptop to be used ONLY for 
the early service.  The donation from 
AA that was previously designated to 
B & G will be redirected toward to 
purchase of the new laptop and the 
balance of the purchase is to be paid 
from B & G.  The motion carried.  
The laptop that had been used for 
early service will be available for use 
by the Board of Christian Education.    

Next council meeting Date:                   
September 16, 2021, 7:30 p.m.                                                                                                

There being no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned with the 
“Lord’s Prayer”.                 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Carla Starke, 

Council Secretary       

October is 
Clergy Appreciation 

Month 
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA 

COUNTRY PRIDE: 

Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride 
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of 
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All 
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform 
your server that you would like to participate in the program, 
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of 
the rest!  

HARVESTERS SCHEDULE  

First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Har-
vesters  Community Food Network  distribution of food on 
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at 
8:30 a.m. and ends  approximately at Noon. After the food is 
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the 
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372, 
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone num-
ber, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.  

ALSO 

Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,          
offers food pick-up on the first Wednesday of every month 
from Noon-1:30 p.m., 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.    

CHURCH INFORMATION  
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net 
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052 
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603 
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net 
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org 

HANDBELL CHOIR: 

The Hand Bell Choir will 
start rehearsals on 
Wednesday, October 6 at 
6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
They will play during our 
worship service on the 4th Sunday of October, 
December, February, and April. Come and make 
a joyful noise with our Choirs! See you soon!  

Jamie Smith, Director 

 

 

For love of  animals 
 

St. Francis of Assisi, known for his affection for animals, is 
honored on October 4. Some congregations observe this day 
by blessing pets, remembering that God pronounced animals 
— along with all creation — good. God saved not only No-
ah’s family but animals of all kinds from the Flood. And de-
spite Jonah’s protests, God had compassion on Nineveh — 
“and [its] many animals” (Jonah 4:11). How intriguing that 
the prophet adds this point! 
 

Care for all living creatures is clearly part of the divine charac-
ter. Animals don’t do anything to earn God’s favor except be 
themselves. From this, we can learn that God pours out love 
unconditionally. As Psalm 36:6 (CEV) declares, “All people 
and animals are under your care.” 

https://salemucchigginsville.wordpress.com/
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     NEIGHBORS 
                          IN    
                               NEED 

The Neighbors in Need offering which we will receive 
on October 10th, supports the UCC’s ministries of Jus-
tice and compassion throughout the United States. 
Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice 
and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and 
national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct 
service projects. Through ucc.org/justice, our national 
Justice and Witness ministries office offers resources, 
news updates, and   action alerts on a broad spectrum 
of justice issues. Working with members of the UCC 
Justice and Peace Action Network (a network of thou-
sands of UCC justice and peace advocates). Justice and 
Witness continues its strong policy advocacy work on 
issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immi-
gration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and envi-
ronmental justice. Neighbors in Need also supports our 
American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of 
the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American 
Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears of the 
UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, Da-
katoa, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak 
in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern 
Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congregations on 
reservations and an urban, multi-tribal UCC congrega-
tion in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and 
their pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an 
invaluable resource for more that 1,000 individuals from 
dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of 
other UCC congregations in the U.S. The Neighbors in 
Need offering will be received on October 10. You may 
place your offering in the enclosed envelope, bring it to 
the church office, or place a check in the offering plate 
payable to Salem UCC-NIN during worship              
service on October 10. 

Stop, look and listen 
 

Literature, painting, music — the most basic lesson 
that all art teaches us is to stop, look and listen to life 
on this planet, including our own lives, as a vastly            
richer, deeper, more mysterious business than most of 
the time it ever occurs to us to suspect as we bumble 
along from day to day on automatic pilot. ... 
 

When Jesus [says] that the greatest command of all is to 
love God and to love our neighbor, he too is asking us 
to pay attention. If we are to love God, we must first 
stop, look and listen for him in what is happening 
around us and inside us. If we are to love our                
neighbors, before doing anything else we must see our 
neighbors. With our imagination as well as our eyes, 
that is to say like artists, we must see not just their faces 
but the life behind and within their faces. Here it is 
love that is the frame we see them in. 
 

—Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the Dark  
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WE EXTEND OUR 

 SYMPATHY TO:  

The family of Earl Struchtemeyer. 
Earl passed away Sunday, August 29, 
2021. His visitation and funeral were 
held Friday, September 3, 2021, at 
Walker-Nadler-Fuller Funeral Home 
in Lexington, Missouri.     

ALSO 

Diane Meinershagen and family.   
Diane’s Aunt Delores Dodson 
passed away Tuesday, September 7. 
Her funeral was held Friday,              
September 10, 2021, at Grace              
United Methodist Church.   

 Special Days in October 

October 2:                                           
Festival of Sharing in Cameron 

 October 3:                                         
World Communion Sunday 

October 10:                                  
NIN Offering Dedication                                                      

October 11:                                    
Columbus Day Observed    

October 17:                                            
10:00 a.m. Service featuring            
Youth Sunday                                                                      
6:00 p.m. Picnic Committee                 
sponsoring  Weiner Roast and 
Hayride at the Oelrichs Farm                                   

October 30:                                       
Aging Seminar at Salem  

October 31:                               
Reformation Sunday 

Grace — what a gift! 

Grace strikes us when we are in great pain 
and restlessness. It strikes us when we walk 
through the dark valley of a meaningless 
and empty life. It strikes us when our dis-
gust for our own being, our indifference, 
our weakness, our hostility, and our lack of 
direction and composure have become in-
tolerable to us. It strikes us when, year after 
year, the longed-for perfection of life does 
not appear, when the old compulsions reign 
within us as they have for decades, when 
despair destroys all joy and courage.  

Sometimes at that moment a wave of light 
breaks into our darkness, and it is as though 
a voice were saying: “You are accepted.”  

“It is  
in your 
hands  

to  
create  

a  
better 
world 
for all 
who 
 Live 
 in it.” 

—
Nelson 

Mandela  

What God is like 
 
Before her death in 2019, Rachel Held  
Evans started writing a book with her 
young children in mind. The goal was to 
help them explore images for God, who is 
love. What Is God Like? (co-authored by 
Matthew Turner) acknowledges, “That’s a 
very big question, one that people from 
places all around the world have wondered 
about since the beginning of time.” The 
book highlights such biblical images for 
God as an eagle, a shepherd, a fort, wind, 
an artist, a “strong and safe” mother, and a 
“gentle and safe” father.  
 
Just as Evans remained open to questions 
as a means to grow in faith, her book          
concludes: “Keep searching. Keep              
wondering. … But whenever you aren’t 
sure what God is like, think about what 
makes you feel safe … brave … loved. 
That’s what God is like.” What images for 
God come to your mind? Indeed, what is 
God like — for you? 
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