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Dear Friends,
You may recall—although there is certainly no reason that you should—that two weeks after I began my
service at Salem Church in 2013, my father died. It was the day after Labor Day that year, and Crystal and our
children had gone that weekend see him, knowing that his end was near. It was a difficult visit for all of them,
perhaps for our children most of all. Even so, I was glad that they had the opportunity to say goodbye to him.
My mother had died in 2008. It was a very cold week in late January-early February, and my mother’s oldest
sister died the morning of the same day my mother died. I went to Indiana intending to conduct my mother’s
funeral and ended up standing in single-digit weather for my aunt’s funeral, as well. Those were two difficult
days.
I conducted the funerals for both of my parents. Two weeks before she died, I had asked my mother if she
wanted me to do her funeral. She told me that she did want me to do it, but that she would not ask it of me or
expect me to do it. I told her that I would, that it was my honor and privilege, that it would be my last gift to
her. I felt the same way about my father, when his time came. I do not recommend that anyone should conduct
their parents’ funerals, but it was what I wanted to do, both for them and for myself. Doing the funerals was a
part of my grieving process, and I am grateful to have done them.
I hope that this does not seem morbid…that is certainly not my intent. This time of year at Salem Church
always moves me to think about such things. As the liturgical year comes to its close, we move toward the old
German Evangelical observance of Totenfest, which we here call Memorial Sunday. This is a time for us to
remember the ones of our membership who died in the past year. We can, of course, never keep our hearts and
our memories from turning to others we have known and loved and lost in the past year and in the past many
years, whether members of this fellowship or not. We do remember; we always remember. And that is no bad
thing.
All of those whom we have loved have played a role in creating who we are. As the Mister Rogers character
says it in the recent film, “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood,” we “remember those who loved us into
being.” Harder to keep in mind is that the ones who treated us harshly or mistreated us or whom we despise,
also play a role in creating ourselves. We always have the choice about how we deal with the good memories
and the hard memories, and that, too, plays a role.
Remembering the ones who loved us into being is always a good thing to do. Such remembering keeps
alive a legacy of generosity and compassion. Remembering provides for us guidance and an impetus to be the
best versions of ourselves for the ones whom we love into being.
Let us remember our family, our friends, the ones we have loved and lost. May our remembering be
celebration. And may our celebration be all joy, this year and every year.
Grace and peace,
Tommy
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From the Church Records
Financial Report: September 2021
General Fund Wood & Huston Bank
General Fund Balance 9/01/21
Current deposits
($10,054 Church Deposits)
($200,000 Sara Schoppenhorst Gift)
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 9/30/21
Building Fund:
Current Fund Balance 9/01/21
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 9/30/21

$ 12,590
$210,054

$19,537
$ 203,107

RECOGNITION AND RECEPTION
FOR LINDSEY ROLF:
20 YEARS AS A VOLUNTEER FOR SALEM
Lindsey Rolf will be recognized on Sunday,
November 14, during the 10:00 a.m. worship service
for being a volunteer and assistant secretary for
Salem UCC for 20 years. Following the 10:00 a.m.
worship service, we will celebrate Lindsey with a
reception in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited!!
FESTIVAL OF SHARING
UPDATE
Thank you to Salem Church and all the groups and
individuals who helped make this year’s efforts
possible. Through your generosity, Salem Church was
able to send a check for $3,578 for Mother’s Day and
Father’s Day donations, designated for Church World
Service blankets & tools program, and donations for
Missouri Personal Hygiene Packs and Missouri Paper
Products Packs. Salem also sent 2,740 best choice
labels, 6 Missouri Personal Hygiene Packs, and 4
Missouri Paper Products Packs.
Last, but certainly not least, a big thank you to Mark
Hook who transported our donations to Cameron.

$24,045
$
1
$ 653
$23,393

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for Sept.) $125
Views
Live Stream

September Attendance

8 & 10:00
a.m.
In-Person

181

9-5-21

48

129

9-12-21

72

122

9-19-21

38

163

9-26-21

63

149

Average
Total Average 204

55
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MASK UPDATE FROM
THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:
When Board of Christian Education decided to start in
person Sunday school last winter, we made a promise to
protect our kids and to follow the COVID protocol set
by the Higginsville public school. The BCE has decided
to continue to follow the protocol. Therefore, in order
to keep our kids safe, all kids and adults helping with
Sunday School will be required to wear a mask during
the Sunday School time and during the Children's message.

Honoring our veterans
Veterans Day has its roots in what was called Armistice Day, when a peace agreement ended
World War I on November 11, 1918. President Wilson proclaimed that Armistice Day was to be
marked with solemn pride in heroism and with gratitude for victory as well as the “opportunity it
has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice.” In 1954, the remembrance was
renamed Veterans Day to honor all U.S. military personnel. It’s a reminder to pray for and honor
all who serve and sacrifice, to support and assist their families, and to pray that God will bring
peace on earth.
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Best Birthday Wishes in November go to...
Tricia Dierking
Mary Ann Fisher
Dawson Goetz
Charlie Thaller
Roger Homfeld
Megan Leonard
Harvey Erdman
Karla Morris
Anna Sue Howell
Bob Schroer
Arlene Long
Pat Haston

2
3
3
4
6
6
7
7
7
7
8
8

Weston Ventura
Mark Emison
Paula Kopp
Lincoln Dobson
Wes Homfeld
Doug Short
Nicholas Catron
Don Nieman
Nicole Vowels
Stanton Thompson
Nick Camp
Kirstie Fiene

9
9
11
13
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
17

Allison Starke
Rosa Lee Starke
Justin Salyer
Sharon Knehans
Michelle Alumbaugh
Harold Salyer
Sandy Riekhof
Mary Ann Vorwark
Loren Dickmeier
Cherri Wilson
Lynna Good
Rylee Ganon

17
19
22
23
23
24
24
25
25
27
29
29

A new Thanksgiving tradition
At Thanksgiving, we give thanks for things (food, home, clothing, work) and loved ones (family, friends, pets). But
if the people we name aren’t present, they may never know how precious they are to us. This November, start a
new tradition by writing notes of thanks to people you appreciate.
Follow Paul’s model of starting letters with thanksgiving: “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of
you, because your faith is being reported all over the world” (Romans 1:8, NIV). Notice how he thanks his addressees by thanking God for them. Paul is specific too, not writing, “Thanks for everything!”
Expressing genuine thanksgiving to God and another person, you might write something like this:
Dear Judy, This Thanksgiving I’m thinking about special people in my life. You are one! I thank God for our friendship, for your
strong witness for Jesus and for your willingness to lend a hand as a substitute teacher. (Your chocolate cookies are icing on the
cake!) I praise God for you! Sincerely, Joan

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS:
Will be available in the back of the sanctuary and
outside the church office beginning Sunday, November 21.
3

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING
SERVICE:
The Ministerial Fellowship Community Thanksgiving service will be held
Sunday, November 21, 3:00 p.m. at
the Salem. Reverend Liz Lindsey will
be giving the message.
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY
IN CARE FACILITIES
Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a
delightful surprise!
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO
64037
Al Dieckhoff
Mary Kirchhoff
Hayes and Grace Niemeier
Anna Marie Rinne
Kenneth Schemmer
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke
Bob Tankesley
Mary Ann Vorwark
Riverbend Heights Rehab & Health, Lexington Nursing
Home, 1221 South Highway 13, Lexington, MO 64067
Mark Gieselman
Barb Siegfried:
C/O Anthony Cowan
703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037
OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN:
You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The
church bulletin is on the Salem website:
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your phone or
tablet during worship instead of using a paper copy, please
feel free to use that option. If you like the paper copy that is
available as well.
Women’s Fellowship Circle News:
Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting until further
notice. The Women’s Fellowship Board will not be meeting
until further notice as well.
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SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Early Worship Service
8:45-9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class
11:15 a.m. Zoom Sunday School with Jamie
Smith leading Zoom Sunday School music at
11:25 a.m.
YOUTH CHOIR, LITTLE NOTES &
CHIME BELL PRACTICES
8:30 a.m. Youth Choir Practice
8:50 a.m. Little Notes & Chime Bell Choir
Practice
STEWARDSHIP NEWS:
Stewardship “Time and Talent” survey have
been mailed to your homes. Please fill them out
and bring them back to church on Sunday,
November 14, for a time of commitment and
dedication. If you are unable to bring them on
November 14, please mail them or bring them to
the church office by Wednesday, November 24.
Thank you.
The Stewardship Committee.
PROXY VOTING:
The church council mailed out a letter, proposed
budget, and ballot to every voting member of
Salem last week. This will be voting by proxy just
like last year. Please return your completed
ballots to the church office by Tuesday,
November 16. Thank you.
Salem Church Council
Time to double down
After you have made a decision that is pleasing
to God, the Devil may try to make you have
second thoughts. Intensify your prayer time,
meditation and good deeds. For if Satan’s
temptations merely cause you to increase your
efforts to grow in holiness, he’ll have an
incentive to leave you alone.
—St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556)

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church office, (660) 584-3603.
JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER BIBLE STUDY:
The Bible Study is led, on a rotational schedule, by the
Ministerial Fellowship. Tommy (Salem) will lead during the
month of November. The Bible Study is held every
Wednesday, 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the Gathering Room.
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CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
September 16, 2021
The regular meeting of the Salem
Church Council was held at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, September 16,
2021 in the boardroom. Members
present were Stacy Barnes, Bobby
Bergsieker, Keill Borchers, Sharon
Hoefer, Marc Jensen and Alex
Starke. President Keill Borchers
called the meeting to order. Minutes
were read and approved. The financial report was given by Sharon and
approved. The balances as of August
31st were $12,590.00 in the General
Fund and $24,045.00 in the Building
and Grounds Fund. The total
average attendance for August was
258; 208 live stream views and 50
in-person. Pastor’s Report was read
as Tommy was not in attendance.
Correspondence: A check and
statement from the estate of Sara
Schoppenhorst was received. It was
decided to deposit the check into the
General Fund as soon as possible
and to discuss at a future meeting
more specifics of the use of this
money. Committee Reports: Alex
reported on Building and Grounds
that a rock had broken a window in
the front door. A repairman has
been called and should be at the
church on the 20th to repair the
window. Sharon reported the Memorial Committee had approved
$370.00 to help pay for the new
laptop for the early service. Stacy
reported the Evangelism Committee
had met. $1,075.00 was received for
the Mother’s Day blanket collection
and $770.00 (as of 6/22) had been
collected for Father’s Day tools. She
also reported 161 had been at the
final Souper Supper in March. Other
committees had not met or the
representatives were not present.

T h e L a m p li gh t e r
Unfinished Business: Sarah is
finalizing the return of the copier
with U.S. Bank Equipment Finance.
The Budget Committee meeting will
be October 18th at 7:00 p.m. After
that meeting and Council approval of
budget, proxy votes will be mailed to
members. Marc mentioned that
thought should be given to the
nominating committee and the
process for that this year.
New Business: Marc made the
motion and Bobby seconded a
motion to pay the Hartford premium
out of the Corder Money Market
account. It was approved. The next
Council meeting will be held October
21, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. The meeting
was adjourned with the Lord’s
Prayer
.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Hoefer, acting secretary
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Daylight Saving Time Ends,
Sunday, November 7.
2022 ENVELOPES will be
available in the back of the sanctuary
November 7-21, and then they will
move into the Fellowship Hall until
the end of the year.

A gratitude game
Years ago, ads for a toy-store
chain featured an animated kangaroo jumping on a frown to turn it
upside down. That reminds me of
family life, which can feel like a
nonstop attempt to keep everyone
happy. Busy schedules, grumpy
kids and tired parents can be a bad
combination.
When our family needs to turn
frowns upside down, we play the
thankful game. The rules are simple: We take turns sharing one
WE EXTEND OUR
thing we’re thankful for. Everyone
SYMPATHY TO:
plays. No one can pass. No reRick and Brenda Goring and family. peats are allowed. Our kids, now
teens, still chime in.
Rick’s father, Nathan Goring,
passed away, Friday, October 1.
As we share gratitude for football,
Grandma, hugs, warm brownies,
ALSO
coffee and more, kids tend to stop
The family of Dennis “Denny”
bickering, and adults get a mental
Ray Wahn. Denny passed away,
reset. Try playing — and bring on
Tuesday, October 19. Denny’s
lots of smiles!
funeral was held at Salem UCC,
—Janna Firestone
Monday, October 25, 10:00 a.m.
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CHURCH INFORMATION
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org
TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA
COUNTRY PRIDE:
Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform
your server that you would like to participate in the program,
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of
the rest!
HARVESTERS SCHEDULE
First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Harvesters Community Food Network distribution of food on
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at
8:30 a.m. and ends approximately at Noon. After the food is
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372,
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone number, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.
ALSO
Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,
offers food pick-up on the first Wednesday of every month
from Noon-1:30 p.m., 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.
CORDER VFW
CHILI/SOUP BENEFIT DINNER:
Corder VFW Post 4288 will have a
Benefit Chili/Soup Dinner Sunday,
November 14, 2021 from
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the
Post Home (Junction Highway 20
and BB Road).
Menu is chili or chicken noodle
soup, dessert, and a drink.
Dine In, Take Out or Drive Thru
are available. Dine In cost is $7.00
for adults and $5.00 for children 10
and younger.
Take Out/Drive Thru cost is $7.00 w/16-ounce soup container or $10.00 w/24-ounce soup container.
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“Just A Little Christmas”
This years Christmas program will be held in
person at the 10:00am worship service on December 12th
Program Practice will be November 21st, 28th,
and December 5th. There will be a dress rehearsal
on Saturday November 11th - 8:30am to 9:00am
pick out costumes, 9:00am to 11:00am dress rehearsal.
Anyone interested in helping with the program
or being in the program please call or text June.
Dads are invited to help set up the stage after
10:00am worship service on December the 5th.
The Dads also invited to hang around after the
program to take the stage down on December
12th.
Also, If there are any parents or grandparents
interested in bringing cookies for the reception,
just a 1 or 2 dozen. Either drop them off at the
church office the week before the program or
bring them the morning of the program.
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NOVEMBER IS
ANNUAL
FOOD PANTRY
MONTH
The Food Pantry
continues to serve
those in our community who need
assistance putting food on their tables.
November is the month we dedicate
toward restocking the shelves with food
products. We have assigned specific
foods or food types to each Sunday
during the drive. If you would prefer to
make a cash donation, please mark a
plain envelope “Food Pantry” and drop
it in the offering plate or bring it by the
church office. All donations will be used
100% for purchasing food items as they
are needed.
Nov. 7 – Peanut butter, non-cream
soups (chicken noodle, vegetable, etc.),
ramen noodles, macaroni and cheese,
spaghetti, noodles, potatoes (canned or
boxed)
Nov 14 – Canned meat (ravioli, canned
spaghetti, stew, chili, tuna, chicken)
Nov 21 – Canned fruit (peaches, pears,
fruit cocktail, applesauce)
Nov 28 – Canned vegetables (corn,
green beans, peas, carrots, mixed
vegetables, tomatoes.)
Salem Angel Tree 2021
Our Salem Angel Tree will be standing in the
sanctuary early this year, one week before
Advent, which actually begins November 28.
Our Tree will be ready for you to select your tags to “adopt’ on Sunday,
November 21. Our committee would like to have your wrapped, tagged,
new, unused gifts returned to the Angel Tree no later than Monday, December 13th, at Noon. That will allow us the rest of the week to shop and
wrap for those not adopted and to organize the gifts into family groups
for delivery on Saturday, December 18th. Thank you, in advance, for understanding our need to “bump up’” the calendar and for your generous
support of this program for children of the Higginsville and Corder area.
Due to Covid-19 protocol, tags will be on the Sanctuary tree on Sundays
and available to you on a tree next to the church office window during
weekly business hours.
Angie Green, Chairman
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Special Days in November
November 5:
Youth Group
November 7:
Daylight Saving Time ends
Veteran Recognition
Harvest Ingathering
November 11:
Veteran’s Day
November 14:
Time and Talent Surveys
Dedicated
Recognition and Reception for
Lindsey Rolf’s 20 years as a
volunteer and Assistant
Secretary at Salem
November 21:
Memorial Sunday
First Sunday for Angel Tree
Thank Offering Dedicated
MMSC Hybrid Youth Event
3:00 p.m. Salem hosting
Community Thanksgiving
Service
November 25:
Thanksgiving Day/Church
Office closed
November 26:
Church Office closed for
Holiday
November 28
First Sunday of Advent
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TURKEYS FOR
HIGGINSVILLE/CORDER FOOD PANTRY:
The Evangelism Committee is having their Fifth Annual Turkeys for
Higginsville/ Corder Food Pantry project to purchase turkeys for the
Food Pantry. This is to benefit families in
need in the Lafayette County C-1 School
District. The committee is accepting
monetary donations on: November 13,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Moose’s Market.
There will also be a turkey box in the
sanctuary on November 7, and November
14, to take monetary donations. You may
also give a monetary donation by bringing
it to the church office.
Please have donations to the church by
November 19, checks may be made out to Salem UCC and in the memo
line please write “Turkeys.”

Thank Offering
Thank Offering envelopes will be dedicated on Sunday, November 21.
The collection will be divided evenly between the Higginsville Heat and
Hunger Fund and the Food Pantry.
An envelope is enclosed in this Lamplighter for your use. Contributions may be made with cash, or a check made to Salem UCC with the
notation “Thank Offering”. You may put your contribution in the collection plate, mail them, or drop them by the Church office.
This annual collection benefits area families through the Heat and Hunger Fund and Food Pantry. Both chosen recipients are managed by volunteers providing their talent to sustain the charity.
When deciding whether to contribute, please consider the positive impact
you will have on your local community with your donation.
-Stewardship Committee

YOUTH GROUP:
Friday, November 5th, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. All school ages welcome. Drop off no earlier than 7:45 a.m. and
must be picked up by 12:30 p.m. unless prior arrangements are made. Games, crafts, activities, and snacks! Please
register with June by October 29th to ensure there is enough materials for each child as well as enough volunteers.
Calling all Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers!
The Missouri Mid-South Conference is hosting a Hybrid Youth Event. Sunday November 21st, in the Fellowship
Hall at 12:00 p.m. We will start off having lunch together. Then we will join the rest of the conference via Zoom
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. We will play games such as scavenger hunting, and minute to win it games. You are more
than welcome to bring a friend. Please let June know by November 17th to ensure we have enough supplies and
food for the participants.
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