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Dear Friends,
Now that we are through Lent and into the Easter season, life for many ministers settles into a more relaxed
routine. This easier routine lasts through the summer months, and while it is easier, there is much for us to do.
There is planning to do for the return of the school year, which, for better or worse, influences much of our
church programming. This is the rhythm of life, not only for ministers, but for most of us. We are used to it
and we adapt to it with hardly a second thought. We could complain, we think, but almost everyone deals with
it all, and so should we. We are tired, we think, but then, everyone is tired (as Doris Jane Stoner used to say), so
we plow ahead.
One aspect of our lives is too often too easy to overlook. That aspect is our self-care, or as we more often
speak of it, rest and relaxation, or R&R. For much of my ministerial career, I have been somewhat lackadaisical
about my rest and relaxation. There have been years when I did not take advantage of even half of the vacation
time that the churches I have served have allowed me. When I look at Crystal’s and my children, I see a similar
tendency in them. Sometimes they do not use their paid time off until they get into a use-it-or-lose-it situation.
I do not know for certain that this is a common thing for younger adults, but it has been true-ish for me and
my family.

One of the practices of the United Church of Christ that I appreciate is the emphasis on self-care for clergy.
Each year, authorized ministers in the United Church of Christ complete what we call an Information Review
(IR). The IR asks all sorts of questions about how we participate in and support the various expressions of the
United Church of Christ, about the sorts of continuing education events of which we partake, and about the
life of our local congregation, among many other things. One of the things the IR asks about is our self-care. I
appreciate this because it encourages me to be intentional about and accountable to others for my self-care.
One of the most obvious ways we ministers engage in self-care is by taking vacations. For several years, Crystal
and I have tried to get away before the beginning of Lent, then again after Easter, and again in early fall season.
My time away after Easter for a long time has been my participation in the Festival of Homiletics, which for
many people probably sounds more like torture than relaxation and refreshment. After all, listening to several
sermons and lectures each day for five days is not everyone’s idea of fun, but for the people who attend the
Festival, fun is exactly what it is.

About a year and a half ago, however, Crystal and I received an offer for a discount on an Alaskan cruise. This
has long been a trip of which we have both dreamed, and so we purchased out tickets and off we are going to
go. We leave on Saturday, 21 May, and will return two weeks later. We are both beyond excited to be going on
this trip. I have rarely taken two weeks of vacation at once during my ministries, but I am eager to do it this
time.
I look forward with excitement to seeing a part of our world that I have never seen. I look forward to being on
a cruise ship, which I always find relaxing. I look forward to being away with Crystal, cut off from email and
the quotidian concerns of ministry. I encourage you all to take advantage of whatever opportunities you have
for stepping out of your daily lives and experiencing something new. Self-care is so important for us all, and all
the more so because of what we have endured for the last two years and more.
And maybe we will see a whale or two. Would that not be grand?
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From the Church Records
Financial Report: March 2022
General Fund Wood & Huston Bank
General Fund Balance 3/01/22
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 3/31/22

Building Fund:
Current Fund Balance 3/01/22
Current deposits
Current expenses
(1,590 Church Expense)
(47,500 Lorry Dryer Memorial Expense)
Current Fund Balance 3/31/22

$32,578
$14,420
$22,389
$24,609

$67,000
$ 2,184
$49,090

$20,094

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for March) $108

Views
Live Stream

March Attendance

8 & 10:00
a.m.
In-Person

154

3-6-22

68

136

3-13-22

58

149

3-20-22

105

128

3-27-22

76

142

Average
Total Average 219

77

CARD SHOWER FOR ANNA MARIE RINNE:
Anna Marie Rinne will turn 100 on May 2. Let’s
“shower” her with birthday
cards! Her address is 1201 W.
19th St., Room 512, Higginsville,
MO 64037.

It is time for...Summer Special Music!
The Choirs are taking their summer break from June August which provides an opportunity for special
music to be shared! If you play an instrument or enjoy
singing and would like to share your musical talent
during the summer worship service, please call Jamie
Smith at 660-232-4470.
Thank you in advance!
YOUTH ON MISSION
SUMMER OF SERVICE
Youth on Mission will look a little bit different this
year. We are planning several local service projects
throughout the summer and hope to share God's love
in our own community with a Summer of Service.
More details to come in the bulletin, but we plan to
have 4 service opportunities for our middle and high
school youth throughout June, July, and August. Mark
your calendar for our first project on Sunday, June
5th. We will meet for lunch after worship that day and
then head to Risen from the Ashes Horse Rescue in
Centerview. Please contact Vicki or Aaron Knipmeyer
at avknipmeyer@gmail.com with questions, and keep
an eye on the bulletin for more details! Youth- if you
are interested in helping to design a Summer of
Service T-shirt, reach out to Vicki at the email above!

THANK YOU
I would like to say “Thank You” to my family,
friends, and my church family for the cards, telephone calls, gifts, visits, texts, and emails that I have
received since my surgery and returning home for
recovery and therapy. I appreciate all the good wishes
that I have received for a speedy recovery. I also
want to say “Thank You” to those people that ran
errands for me and filled in for me at the Souper
Supper. THANK YOU!
Karen Homfeld
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Best Wishes for May Birthdays go to...
Marci Swartz
Anna Marie Rinne
Stephanie Robinson
Mason Bergsieker
Ricky Erdman
Scott Jensen
Barb Nolte
Bradley Robinson
Penny Harris
Erin Robinette
Emmalynn Ventura
Eric Bergsieker
Lindsey Rolf

1
2
2
3
3
3
4
5
9
9
9
10
10

Kaylee Harden
Alan Zvacek
Kyle Warren
Emily Kusgen
Chloe Drago
Jacob Tripp
Georgia Thirkield
Paige Fiene
Hubert Dickmeier
Jeff Nieman
Hope White
Allan Fisher
Daniel Bergsieker
Jeff Kopp

11
11
11
11
11
11
12
13
13
13
14
15
16
16

Eric Schloman
Nolan Moore
Tanner Wahn
Vicki Knipmeyer
Pearle Alumbaugh
Carol Nolte
Frederick Jungerman IV
Tiffany Camp
Terri Gilkey
Aaron Knipmeyer
Lacey Wesley
Abott Good
Jaxson Cowherd
Brent Iles

17
17
18
19
20
23
23
23
23
26
26
27
29
30

Salem’s New Officers and Board Members 2022/2023
Church Council:
Board of Christian Education:
New Members-Susan Jensen and Judi Knipmeyer
New Members- Cheryl Lettau and Abby Oelrichs
President- Keill Borchers
President- Emily Bergsieker
Vice-President- Alex Starke
Vice-President- Wendy Jensen
Secretary- Stacy Barnes
Secretary– Amanda Dobson
Treasurer-Sharon Hoefer
Treasurer- Tania Pessetto
Financial Secretary- Carla Starke
Special thank you to Danielle Bergsieker and Erin Robinette
Member- Bob Bergsieker
who faithfully served their terms.
Special thank you to Marc Jensen and Barb Nolte who
faithfully served their terms.
Board of Elders:
New Members- Eric Kirchhoff and Dennis Knipmeyer
President- Mark Gross
Vice-President- Eric Kirchhoff
Secretary- Sandy Starke
Members- Rick Goring and Peggy Pragman
Special thank you to Jeanne Fleischmann and David Salyer who faithfully
served their terms.
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY
IN CARE FACILITIES
Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a
delightful surprise!
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO
64037
Hayes and Grace Niemeier
Anna Marie Rinne
Nancy Rinne
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke
Mary Ann Vorwark
Barb Siegfried:
C/O Anthony Cowan
703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037
OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN:
You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The
church bulletin is on the Salem website:
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your phone or
tablet during worship instead of using a paper copy, please
feel free to use that option. If you like the paper copy that is
available as well.
Women’s Fellowship Circle News:
Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting until further
notice. The Women’s Fellowship Board will not be meeting
until further notice as well.
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church office, (660) 584-3603.
CHURCH INFORMATION
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org
JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER BIBLE STUDY:
John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center have a weekly
Bible Study that is led, on a rotational schedule, by the
Ministerial Fellowship. Terry Cook (Methodist) will be
leading during the month of May. The Bible Study is held
every Wednesday, 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the Gathering Room.
4
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Early Worship Service
8:45-9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
11:15 a.m. Confirmation Class
YOUTH CHOIR, LITTLE NOTES &
CHIME BELL PRACTICES
8:30 a.m. Youth Choir Practice
8:50 a.m. Little Notes & Chime Bell Choir
Practice

LAFAYETTE CO C-1 BACCALAUREATE
Everyone is invited to the Baccalaureate Service
at Central Christian Church celebrating and
praying for the Graduating Seniors of Lafayette
County C-1 on Sunday, May 8, at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Rogers, to grads — and to us all
Our world hangs like a magnificent jewel in the
vastness of space. Every one of us is a part of that
jewel, a facet of that jewel, and in the perspective
of infinity, our differences are infinitesimal. We
are intimately related. May we never even pretend
that we are not. … Deep down, we know that
what matters in this life is more than winning for
ourselves. What really matters is helping others
win too, even if it means slowing down and
changing our course now and then. …
[Roman philosopher] Boethius wrote this sentence: “Oh happy race of mortals if your hearts
are ruled, as is the universe, by love.” … [There is
a] deep part of you that allows you to stand for
those things without which humankind cannot
survive: love that conquers hate, peace that rises
triumphant over war, and justice that proves more
powerful than greed. So in all that you do, in all of
your life, I wish you the strength and the grace to
make those choices which will allow you — and
your neighbor — to become the best of whoever
you are.
—Fred McFeely Rogers, 2002
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CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
March 17, 2022
The regular meeting of the Salem
Church Council was held at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, March 17, 2022,
in the boardroom. Those present
were Stacy Barnes, Bobby Bergsieker, Keill Borchers, Sharon Hoefer,
Marc Jensen, Barb Nolte, Alex
Starke, Carla Starke and Pastor Tommy Faris.
President Keill Borchers called the
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy
opened with a devotion from Psalm
63 and prayer. Minutes were read,
and approved. The financial report
was given by Sharon, discussed, and
approved. The balances as of February 28 were $32,577 in the General
Fund and $67,000 in the Building &
Grounds Fund. The Building &
Grounds Fund contains a deposit of
$50,000 donated from the Lorry
Dryer Family Memorial. The donation will remain in the fund temporarily until the Council decides how
the funds are to be distributed. The
total average attendance of 216 during February, this includes 63 inperson and 153 live stream views.
Pastor’s Report: The funeral service for Ann Iles was held at Salem
and led by Andy Mockridge in Tommy’s absence. Tommy and Crystal
were on vacation and unable to return in time for the service. Lenten
services have gone well. Rev. Damien Lake, Associate Conference
Minister for the Mid-South Conference, will be the guest minister at
Salem on Sunday, May 22.
Correspondence: A letter was received from the Audit committee
advising they had reviewed the records for both the General Fund and
Building & Grounds Fund and
found all records to be in order.
Thank you to BJ Salyer and Tina
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Gibler for serving on the Audit Committee. A thank you letter was received from Amanda Struchtemeyer,
the social worker for the Laf. Co. C-1
school district, thanking Salem for its
donation of $2,500 to help with immediate needs of families in the district.
Committee Reports: Christian
Ed/Carla: The Taco/Bingo Night
was very well attended. The board is
busy preparing for Confirmation.
Building & Grounds/Alex: The
wooden door has been repaired. Alex
will contact Emil Frei to see what, if
anything, needs to be done to repair
one of the stain glass windows in the
sanctuary. Cemetery/Barb: No
Meeting. Memorial/Sharon: No
meeting. Stewardship/Marc: No
meeting. Evangelism/Stacy: They
discussed the upcoming March
Souper Supper and Stacy did report
the Super Suppers continue to do
very well. Worship/Bobby: No
meeting. Ushers/Alex & Carla:
Council members will continue ushering.
Unfinished Business: Sharon presented a bid from Gates Floor &
More for new flooring in the dining
room as discussed at the February
meeting, as well as, flooring for the
hallway leading from the entrance by
the parking lot to the dining room
and the steps by the church office.
The total bid is $11,917.36. A motion was made by Alex, and seconded
by Marc, to proceed with replacing
the flooring, $5,500 of the cost will
come from the Memorial Committee
with the remaining balance coming
from the Sara Schoppenhorst memorial funds, motion carried.
New Business: The memorial gift
from Sara Schoppenhorst was
$200,000. The council agreed to
leave $20,000 in the General Fund
5
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when the money was received
and $180,000 was deposited into
the money market account at the
Corder Bank. The council approved applying $6,417.36 to the
cost of the new flooring. After
much discussion, the Council
agreed to start an investment account (similar to the Salem Cemetery Fund) with $150,000 from
the Schoppenhorst funds. This
account will be called the Salem
Growth Fund. The council will
start the process of setting up the
investment account. The remaining funds of $23,582.64 will remain in the Corder Money Market and be available should any
need arise. Council also reviewed
several options for the remaining
$47,500 Lorry Dryer Family Memorial funds - the board had previously agreed to give $2,500 to
the school’s Social Work Activity
Fund to help with urgent needs
of students/families. A motion
was made by Barb, seconded by
Marc, to give an additional $7,500
to the Laf. Co. C-1 Social Work
Activity Fund, $5,000 each to the
Food Pantry and Salem Super
Supper, and $10,000 each to Baby
Grace, Higginsville Senior Center
(specifically for Meals on
Wheels), Missouri Valley Community Action Agency, motion
carried. This completes the disbursements off all funds from the
Lorry Dryer Family Memorial.
Next council meeting Date: April
21, 2022, 7:30 p.m. – Election of
officers
There being no further business,
the meeting was adjourned with
the “Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Carla Starke,
Council Secretary
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA
COUNTRY PRIDE:
Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform
your server that you would like to participate in the program,
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of
the rest!
HARVESTERS SCHEDULE
First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Harvesters Community Food Network distribution of food on
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at
8:30 a.m. and ends approximately at Noon. After the food is
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372,
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone number, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.
ALSO
Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,
(Joseph’s Storehouse) offers food pick-up every Friday from
10:00 a.m. to Noon, 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
All Americans are asked to take time on Thursday, May 5, to
pray for the welfare of our nation and all its citizens. This is
designed to be a nation-wide effort which informally draws all
Christians together in neighborhoods and places of work. For
those who would like to take part– at 12 Noon on May 5, the
Higginsville Ministerial Fellowship is hosting a gathering for
prayer at the Gazebo in Fairground Park south of the swimming pool. All are invited.

We remember
More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day took shape amid the
backdrop of the U.S. Civil War. Before it ended, women began decorating the graves of fallen soldiers. In 1868, when
May 30 was designated as Decoration Day, loved ones placed
flowers on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers alike.
By 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial Day,
and soldiers who died in other wars were honored too. Over
time, it became a day to remember all loved ones who have
died — in war and otherwise. In 1971, Congress declared Memorial Day a national holiday to be observed on the last Monday in May. On Memorial Day, we pause to remember people
who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country and for our
freedom. We also pray for those who continue serving, especially those in harm’s way.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Memorial Committee
is asking for volunteers to
water the flower pots at the
front doors of the church.
If you are interested please
call Mary Homfeld, 584-3060.
SOUPER SUPPER REPORT:
The Souper Suppers have come and gone with
great success in 2022. This year all Souper Supers
were only drive through. In January, we had 206;
February, we had 192; March, we had 206. These
suppers would not have been a success without
the help of our congregational members volunteering their time and donating food. We would
like to say “Thank You” to Peggy Pragman,
Marc and Wendy Jensen for donating meat and
to the Food Pantry for donating the cream
soups. We would also like to say “Thank You”
to: Rita Wallpe, Dennis Knipmeyer, Delbert
Goetz, Tina and Micah Gibler, Mike Kilpatrick,
Stella Barnes, Dawson Goetz and Andy
Mockridge for volunteering their time to help
work the Souper Suppers. We would also like to
say “Thank You” to the anonymous donations
of $7, 050 that we received for the Souper Suppers. We would also like to say “Thank You” to
the Lutheran Ladies and Men that made the desserts and volunteered their time as helpers for
the Souper Suppers. They are: Donna Brown,
Janet Bredehoeft, Bonnie Dickmeier, L.H. Dickmeier, Kali Erdman, Brianna Ford, Kathie
Fricke, Peggy Fridell, Ruth Griffel, Marilyn Holsten, Roseline Knehans, Liz Keaton, Teresa
Loges, Madie Plymell, Vernetta Pynor, Gertrude
Rolf, Vicky Rhodes, Ruby Rasa, Sandy
Starkebaum, Wendell Starkebaum, Cheryl Sowers, Erin Thurmon, Sherri Tieman, and Sharon
Wampler. We are looking forward to working
with the Immanuel Lutheran Church at the 2023
Souper Suppers.
THANK YOU
The Salem UCC Evangelism Committee
(Karen Homfeld, Stacy Barnes, Amy Goetz, Paula Oelrichs, Sherry Kilpatrick, Peggy Pragman,
and Ray Don Paul)
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Honor Your Mother
in a Special Way
Blanket the World With Love While
Honoring Your Mother or any other
special lady in your life. Once again
Salem is offering the opportunity to
honor "mom" with a donation to be
used to purchase a specially made
woolen blanket. When disaster
strikes, one of the first needs is
shelter. These blankets can be used
as ground cover, a stretcher, a tent
and for warmth. These blankets are
shipped worldwide to provide
comfort to those suffering from
natural disasters.
Enclosed with this Lamplighter is a
card in an envelope. Above the
inscription in the card write the
name(s) of that special lady you want
to honor. Sign your name on the line
below. Include a donation (checks
can be made to "Salem UCC"). Place
card in envelope and put in offering
plate or bring to church office. The
cards will be displayed in the
sanctuary.
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Recognition of Graduates:
The church will recognize all
graduates on May 8, 2022,
during the 10:00 a.m. worship
service. If you have anyone
graduating from high school or
college this spring please call the
church office (660) 584-3603
with the
information by
May 4, 2022,
so they can be
included in the
bulletin.
Evangelism Committee’s
Up-Coming Events:
June –For Fathers, make a
donation in honor of your father or
other male influences in your life
toward the purchase of tools.
Donations provide help to people
in need. Watch for further details in
the June Lamplighter.
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Confirmation Class 2022
Blair Marie Bergsieker daughter of
Tim and Courtney Bergsieker.
Blair’s mentor is Amy Goetz.
Psalm 46:5
“God is in the midst of her; she
shall not be moved: God shall help
her, and that right early.” KJV
Confirmation Class Song:
“Be Thou My Vision”
Confirmation Class Colors:
Teal and Purple
Testimony/Confirmation Sunday
was held, Sunday, April 10, 2022

A taste of God’s love
In Lost in Wonder, Love and
Praise (Abingdon Press), John
Killinger describes a mother’s
love — and how it offers a tiny
foretaste of God’s love:
“It is stronger than steel, softer
than down and more resilient
than a green sapling on the
hillside. It closes wounds, melts
disappointments and enables the
weakest child to stand tall and
straight in the fields of adversity. I
believe that this love, even at its
best, is only a shadow of the love
of God, a dark reflection of all
that we can expect of him, both
in this life and the next.”

May 2022
Special Days in May
 May 1
Music Sunday
 May 5
National Day of Prayer
 May 8
Mother’s Day
Recognition of
Graduates at 10:00 a.m.
service
Lafayette Co. C-1
7:00 p.m. Baccalaureate at
Central Christian Church
 May 21
Armed Forces Day
 May 22
Rev. Damien Lake, Associate
Conference Minister
speaking at both services
Sunday School Perfect
Attendance at the 10:00 a.m.
service
 May 26
Ascension Day
 May 30
Memorial Day
Church Office Closed

T h e L a m p li gh t e r

“Live
simply,
love
generously,
care
deeply,
speak
kindly,
leave
the
rest
to
God.”
-attributed
to
Ronald
Reagan
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