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Dear Friends,
One of the more popular genres of literature, television, and film, is mystery. Many people enjoy a good mystery,
whether it is a lighthearted, so-called cozy mystery, or a heavier, grittier mystery. Edgar Allen Poe receives the credit for
creating the first mystery story, Murders in the Rue Morgue, in the 1840s. From there, the genre grew in popularity, with
such famed authors as Arthur Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie, Craig Johnson, Louise Penny, and probably hundreds of
others, if not thousands.
The appeal of a mystery is that it is always a challenge. We the readers have an opportunity to compete with the story’s detective in finding out whodunit before the big reveal that usually comes near the end of the story. There seems to
be something within us that almost needs a solution to a mystery. Sometimes the authors of mysteries play unfairly by
withholding key information from us. The best of them lay everything before us and challenge us to come to the correct
solution. It is fun, sometimes frustrating, and usually entertaining. There is often even a feeling of accomplishment when
we solve the mystery before the detective lays it all out for us.
There are some mysteries, however, that do not have easy solutions. These are real-life mysteries in which we try to
ascertain why a person does a thing. The news this week is full of information about another mass shooting in Buffalo,
New York, which was, by the way, only one of several mass shootings last week. Initially, the authorities had to determine the shooter’s motivation for killing ten people at a grocery store. Using whatever means they had available, they
quickly determined that the massacre was racially motivated, which led them to a young man overwrought because he
had accepted as fact the Great Replacement Theory, a conspiracy theory that says that people of color are trying to replace white people as the dominant presence in society. His acceptance of such a questionable idea is sad; his decision to
act on his fear is even sadder, and more tragic. Even so, in one sense, at least, the police were able to solve this real-life
mystery.
An even greater mystery than the depths of any human psyche is the mystery of God. There may be some of us who
believe that God is no mystery, but any God that we human beings can fully comprehend is not a God that we should
worship. Any God that we can fully comprehend is a God of our own creation, one we have made in our own image. We
should beware of such a God, because that God usually blesses any and every selfish, destructive, divisive idea we can
imagine.
The God of the Bible, the God of Jesus is not fully knowable. We can know God only in part. God is greater and
other than we can imagine. God is so far beyond us, so wholly other, that God had to incarnate in order to reach us. Jesus comes to us to tell us simply and directly what we can understand of God. Jesus’ message comes down to this: God is
love. Even though this is essentially the message of God’s Instruction and the prophets for centuries leading up to Jesus,
we still have a difficult time hearing it and accepting it.
Sunday, the least comprehensible ideas about God come to the fore. On Pentecost, we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit, the coming of whom provides the power and the urgency that propelled the Jesus Movement out into the wider
world. The Holy Spirit defies explanation, and yet our lives as followers of Jesus depend on her.
Then we get Trinity Sunday. Oh, there are many metaphors and images that attempt to explain the doctrine of the
Trinity, but all of them fall short of the majesty and…wait for it…the mystery of the Trinity. All these metaphors and
images are ultimately reductionist and simplistic. How can they be anything else? They are attempts to make comprehensible to finite beings a being that is simply not like us.
When all is said and done, I think we are left with a only a sidelong glimpse of God, the Creator of the universe, the
liberator of humankind, the one who sustains us through this life. We cannot understand the full nature and identity of
God, much less explain who God is. This is a mystery that we cannot solve. What we are left with is the example of Jesus, who tells us to love one another as he has loved us, who tells us to treat others as we would have them treat us, who
tells us to love our enemies, who tells us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and serve the poor.
And given that God is greater than we can ever know, Jesus’ message, at least, is no mystery, at all.
Grace and Peace
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From the Church Records
Financial Report: April 2022
General Fund Wood & Huston Bank
General Fund Balance 4/01/22
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 4/30/22

$24,609
$12,129
$18,353
$18,385

Building Fund:
Current Fund Balance 4/01/22
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 4/30/22

$20,094
$ 242
$ 1,494
$18,842

It is time for...Summer Special Music!
The Choirs are taking their summer break from June August which provides an opportunity for special
music to be shared! If you play an instrument or enjoy
singing and would like to share your musical talent
during the summer worship service, please call Jamie
Smith at 660-232-4470.
Thank you in advance!

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for April) $108
Views
Live Stream

April Attendance

8 & 10:00
a.m.
In-Person

145

4-3-22

77

134

4-10-22
Palm/Confirmation

134

167

4-17-22
Easter

162

138

4-24-22

62

146

Average
Total Average 255

109
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Best Wishes for June Birthdays go to...
Kyle Williams
Kevin Hursman
Monica Vincent
Gabriel Short
Elaine Adams
Amanda Dobson
Carys Brockman
Jameson Kilpatrick
Clayton Berry
Clint Wood
Fay Tilly
Jeff Gash
Addison Clark
Tenley Pessetto
Kamryn Cowherd

1
2
2
3
3
3
3
5
5
5
6
7
8
8
9

Grace Niemeier
Sandy Thompson
Jocelyn Kirchhoff
Katie Lettau
Keaston Cooper
Sherry Kilpatrick
Angel Lamb
Darcy Aversman
Lance Kays
Casey Warren
Karen Fiegenbaum
Koe Wilkinson
Josh Baggs
Haiden Jensen
Kendall Rinne

Annual Father's Day
Tool Special:
We help provide shelter and warmth
with our Mother's Day blankets
donations, after the effects of disasters
happen. Now its time for Dad to help
with the tools for rebuilding.
What better way to honor your father
or other influential male than by
donating to purchase these tools.
Enclosed in this Lamplighter is a card
inside an envelope. Above the inscription in the card write the name(s) of the
"dad" you want to honor. Sign your
name on the line below. Include a
donation (checks can be made to
"Salem UCC"). Place card in envelope
and put in offering plate or bring to the
church office.
The cards will be displayed in the
sanctuary.

10
10
11
12
13
14
15
15
16
16
17
18
19
20
20

Corey Robinette
Kathy Bodenstab-Wills
Susan Jensen
Bill Davenport
Lawson Kirchhoff
Kathy Bird
Janet Knehans
Jakob Long
Jacob Baggs
A.J. Engle
Dakota Russell
Sue Starke
Amanda White
Lena Zeller
Hailey Pessetto

21
21
22
23
23
24
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
30
30

A week of tributes to Dad
To celebrate the special man in your life, use a quote a day the week before Father’s Day, or honor him with tributes the whole week after. Write
one of these (or one of your own) on a card, make a message into a placemat, tape one to the bathroom mirror — get creative! Every day of the
week is a good day to celebrate his love and show him yours.
“The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature.” —Antoine F. Prévost
“To the world you are a dad. To our family you are the world.” —
Unknown
“The best fathers have the softest, sweetest hearts. In other words, great
dads are real marshmallows.” —Richelle E. Goodrich
“Dad: a son’s first hero, a daughter’s first love.” —Unknown
“A good father is one whose only reason for putting down a laughing
baby is to pick up a crying one." —Linda Poindexter
“My father didn't do anything unusual. He only did what dads are
supposed to do — be there.” —Max Lucado
“I love my father as the stars. He’s a bright shining example and a happy
twinkling in my heart.” —Terri Guillemets
3
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY
IN CARE FACILITIES
Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a
delightful surprise!
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO
64037
Hayes and Grace Niemeier
Anna Marie Rinne
Nancy Rinne
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke
Mary Ann Vorwark
Barb Siegfried:
C/O Anthony Cowan
703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037
OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN:
You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The
church bulletin is on the Salem website:
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your phone or
tablet during worship instead of using a paper copy, please
feel free to use that option. If you like the paper copy that is
available as well.
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WE EXTEND OUR
SYMPATHY TO:
The family of Bob Tankesley. Bob passed away
Monday, March 28, 2022. His funeral was held
Thursday, March 31, 2022, at Salem.
(Apologies to the family of Bob Tankesley. I just
realized Bob’s sympathy was not included in the
May Lamplighter. Sarah J. Berry)
ALSO
Larry Nadler and family. Larry’s brother Glen
Nadler passed away Tuesday, April 26, 2022.
ALSO
The family of Mark Gieselman. Mark passed away,
Tuesday, May 3, 2022. A graveside Celebration of
Life Service was held Saturday, May 7, 2022 at the
Salem Cemetery.
ALSO
Hubert and Mary Dickmeier. Hubert’s brother L.H.
Dickmeier passed away Wednesday, May 11, 2022.

Women’s Fellowship Circle News:
Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting until further
notice. The Women’s Fellowship Board will not be meeting
until further notice as well.
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church office, (660) 584-3603.
CHURCH INFORMATION
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org
JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER BIBLE STUDY:
There won’t be any Bible Study during the Summer months:
June, July, and August. It will resume in September.
4

Thank you for the beautiful flowers at Salem
Cemetery celebrating Memorial Day. If you
would like to save your flowers please pick them
up by Wednesday, June 8.
Thank you.
The Cemetery Committee

“The fact that I can plant a seed and it becomes
a flower, share a bit of knowledge and it
becomes another's, smile at someone and
receive a smile in return, are to me continual
spiritual exercises.”
—Leo Buscaglia

June 2022
CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
April 21, 2022
The regular meeting of the Salem
Church Council was held at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, April 21, 2022, in
the boardroom. Members present
were Stacy Barnes, Bobby Bergsieker, Keill Borchers, Sharon Hoefer,
Marc Jensen, Barb Nolte, Alex
Starke, Carla Starke, newly elected
members Susan Jensen, Judi Knipmeyer and Pastor Tommy Faris.
President Keill Borchers called the
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy
opened with a devotion from Psalm
150 and a prayer. Minutes were read,
and approved. The financial report
was given by Sharon, discussed, and
approved. The balances as of March
31 were $24,609 in the General
Fund and $20,094 in the Building &
Grounds Fund. The total average
attendance of 219 during February,
this includes 77 in-person and 142
live stream views.
Sara Schoppenhorst Memorial/
Salem Growth Fund: At the request of the Council, Jarod
Moenkhoff of Edward Jones joined
the meeting. Jarod spoke to the
board about options for investing
money form the Sara Schoppenhorst
memorial gift (currently held in the
Corder Money Market account) to
Salem Church. At the conclusion of
his presentation, Jarod left the meeting and there was further discussion
regarding the funds. A motion was
made by Alex to transfer $150,000
of the money to Edward Jones/
Jarod Moenkhoff into an American
Balance Fund with the income to be
reinvested, unless a need is determined by the Council. This account
will be called the Salem Growth
Fund. Marc seconded the motion
and the motion carried. Any changes to or drawings from the account
will require signatures from two of
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the three designated signers. Those
designated will be the President,
Treasurer and Financial Secretary. A
donation of $1,000 will be made to
the Salem Endowment Fund from
the Sara Schoppenhorst memorial
gift.
Pastor’s Report: Since the last meeting Tommy has been busy with communion at JKVE/Meyer Care on
April 11, the funeral service for Bob
Tankesley, the conclusion of Lenten
prayer services and Confirmation &
Easter services. Super Suppers are
done for the year – average attendance when hosted at Salem was 202.
Music Sunday will be May 1 and
recognition of graduates will be May
8. Baccalaureate will be May 8 at
Central Christian Church.
Correspondence: A letter was received from the Higginsville Senior
Center thanking Salem for the donation of $10,000 to the Meals on
Wheels Program. This money was
disbursed from the Lorry Dryer Family Memorial Fund.
Committee Reports: Christian
Ed/Carla: Final plans were being
made for Confirmation. A family
night is being planned for the month
of June. Preparations are underway
for VBS. Building & Grounds/
Alex: Alex reported Sarah had contacted Emil Frei. Someone will be in
the area in late April – they will inspect the stain glass windows in the
sanctuary and determine what repairs
need to be made. A clogged gutter is
believed to have caused the water in
basement. The gutters have been
cleaned and Alex will see about sealing a crack in the sidewalk to keep
water away from the foundation.
Cemetery/Barb: No Meeting.
Memorial/Sharon: No meeting.
Stewardship/Marc: No meeting.
Evangelism/Stacy: No Meeting.
Worship/Bobby: Jamie will be
lining up special music for summer
5
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services. Ushers/Alex & Carla:
Council members will continue
ushering – the usher binder was
passed to Susan & Judi.
Unfinished Business: The carpet in the dining room should
installed soon. There will be an
additional expense of approximately $700 to remove all the
green tile in the hall near the office. All money from the Lorry
Dryer Family Memorial given to
Salem has been disbursed.
New Business: A letter was received from Bergsieker Lawn
Care informing the church of a
rate increase to $35 per mowing.
A motion was made by Alex, seconded by Keill to accept this bid
for the 2022 mowing season, motion carried. There are currently
only two hearing devices in the
sanctuary that work. It was suggested the council purchase two
additional devices at a cost of up
to $115 per device. A motion was
made by Alex, seconded by Barb
to purchase two hearing devices,
motion carried.
Election of officers - results are
as follows:
President – Keill Borchers
Vice-President – Alex Starke
Secretary – Stacy Barnes
Treasurer – Sharon Hoefer
Financial Secretary – Carla Starke
The Council would like to thank
Barb and Marc for their service to
Salem and the Church Council
for the past 4 years.
Next council meeting Date:
May 19, 2022, 7:30 p.m.
There being no further business,
the meeting was adjourned with
the “Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Carla Starke,
Council Secretary
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA
COUNTRY PRIDE:
Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform
your server that you would like to participate in the program,
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of
the rest!
HARVESTERS SCHEDULE
First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Harvesters Community Food Network distribution of food on
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at
8:30 a.m. and ends approximately at Noon. After the food is
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372,
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone number, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.
ALSO
Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,
(Joseph’s Storehouse) offers food pick-up every Friday from
10:00 a.m. to Noon, 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.
Sports Bras and Jump Drives Needed
This July 21st - 31st, Judi and Aaron Knipmeyer and Jessica
Knipmeyer Keltner will be traveling to Uganda with Fields of
Dreams Uganda. You may remember in 2019, we collected
sports bras and jump drives to take along, and we are doing so
again. The bras certainly may be gently used - for most of the
girls, it will be their first undergarment of this type - they are
much needed when they play soccer. The jump drives will be
used by staff, teachers, and students; they should be 8GB or
larger to be most useful.
For your convenience, you may contact Judi at fodujudi@gmail.com or 660-641-5834 to pick them up or leave them
at the church office. Our goal is to fill at least one large suitcase with these items. Thanks for your support!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Memorial Committee
is asking for volunteers to
water the flower pots at the
front doors of the church.
If you are interested please
call Mary Homfeld, 660-584-3060.
GOING THE SECOND MILE:
In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he teaches, “If
anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the
second mile” (Matthew 5:41, NRSV). Back then,
Jews were subject to Roman rule and often
compulsory service. Commoners could be forced
to fetch water, carry baggage and perform other
menial tasks. So Jesus suggests that rather than
complying with gritted teeth and muttered
curses, people offer to carry the pack a second
mile as well.
These days, the second (or extra) mile denotes
going beyond what’s expected or required,
whether in effort or kindness. In Going the Second
Mile, Mel Blackaby describes the concept as “the
difference between living as a good person and
enjoying life as a child of God.” He explains,
“When you ‘do your best’ for someone, you go
the first mile. When God does his best through
you, you experience the second mile. This can
happen only when you let Christ in you take over
and empower you to accomplish what is
impossible by your natural abilities. While others
see you on the first mile, they see Christ on the
second.”
—adapted from The Wired Word

SUNDAY SCHOOL PERFECT
ATTENDANCE 2021-2022
5 years - Stella Barnes
6 years - Charlie Thaller
9 years - Dixie Thaller
15 years - Charles Grumke
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Celebrating the church’s
birthday
On Pentecost, we remember when
the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus’ disciples. As they gathered in
Jerusalem 10 days after Jesus’
ascension, they saw tongues of
fire, heard rushing wind and began
speaking in many languages.
Because the disciples could then
share the good news with all the
pilgrims assembled for the Pentecost festival, the occasion marks
the birthday of the Christian
church. That day alone, about
3,000 people devoted their lives to
Christ.
Like the Holy Spirit, Pentecost is
important and relevant today. As
theologian Henri Nouwen writes,
“Without Pentecost the Christevent — the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus — remains
imprisoned in history as something to remember, think about
and reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus
comes to dwell within us, so that
we can become living Christs here
and now.”
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2022 GRADUATES!
Graduate from Lafayette Co. C-1 High School:
Graduation day May 15, 2022
Charles Henry Grumke son of Lowell and Rhonda Grumke. Charles will be
attending the University of Central Missouri and will study Aviation.
Graduate from Lexington, Missouri High School:
Graduation day May 15, 2022
Kaylee Elizabeth Harden, daughter of Sandra Harden and John Harden.
Kaylee plans to attend Northwest Missouri State University to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Radiology with a minor in Spanish. After receiving her degree, she plans to attend St Luke's school of sonography to receive her ultrasound license.
Graduate from Lambert High School, Suwanee, Georgia:
Graduation day May 22, 2022
Sara Renée Maschmeier, daughter of Shawn and Stephanie Maschmeier,
granddaughter of Kenneth and Carleen Buchanan, and Gary and Ann Maschmeier. Sara will be attending the University of North Florida, Jacksonville,
Florida, with a Swim Scholarship.
Graduate from St. Teresa’s Academy High School
Audrey Lee Erdman, daughter of Warren and Jenny Erdman of Kansas City,
granddaughter of Roger and Tillie Erdman. Audrey graduated this spring and
will attend Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana.
Graduates from College:
Kristen Charise (Smith) Argotsinger, daughter of Kirk and Jamie Smith,
graduated from the University of Central Missouri with a Bachelor of Science
Business Administration Degree in Marketing on Saturday, May 7, 2022.
Sadie Renee Kumm, daughter of Angie and Ronnie Kumm,
graduated from State Fair Community College with an Associate of Arts
degree on May 13, 2022. She will be continuing her education at the
University of Central Missouri and Majoring in secondary education.
Andrea Louise Dickmeier, daughter of Loren Dickmeier, granddaughter of
Hubert and Mary Dickmeier. Andrea graduated May 19, 2022, from
Metropolitan Community College Blue River, Independence, Missouri, with
an Associate of Arts Degree/Social Service.
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Special Days in June
 June 5
Pentecost Sunday
Communion at both services
Summer Sunday during 10:00
a.m. Worship Begins
 June 8
Please remove Memorial Day
Flowers from Salem
Cemetery
 June 12
Trinity Sunday
Family Carnival on church
lawn 11:00 a.m-1:30 p.m.
 June 14
Flag Day
 June 19
Father’s Day
 June 21
Summer Begins

A standup guy

During the pandemic, a Maryland man used “dad jokes” to lift neighbors’
spirits. Tom Schruben jotted down a joke-of-the-day on a curbside
whiteboard. Hearing people chuckle and chat eased the isolation.
Schruben and his wife, Ann, became intentional about seeking joy after two
of their children died. They vowed to “find happiness again” and share it.
For Father’s Day last year, Schruben held a Bad Dad Joke contest, donating
entry fees to a local charity. Here are a few of his favorites:




If two vegans get into an argument, is it still considered a beef?
I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon. I’ll let you know.
What do you call a bear with no teeth? A gummy bear.
8

Summertime splendor
One theme in Psalms is how
nature reveals God’s glory.
That’s especially evident during
summer. “There is a signature of
wisdom and power impressed on
the works of God, which evidently distinguishes them from
the feeble imitations of men,”
writes John Newton. “Not only
the splendor of the sun, but the
glimmering light of the glowworm, proclaims his glory.”
That glory shines even brighter
when we spend time in God’s
Word. Thomas Merton writes,
“By reading the scriptures I am
so renewed that all nature seems
renewed around me and with
me. The sky seems to be a pure,
a cooler blue, the trees a deeper
green. The whole world is
charged with the glory of God,
and I feel fire and music under
my feet.”
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