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Dear Friends,
A couple of weeks ago, Crystal and I attended a TEDxKC event. TEDxKC is part of the TED Talks organization. You can read about TED Talks (TED stands for Technology, Entertainment, Design) many places online, and
I will let you do that. Suffice to say that the talks are supposed to focus on big ideas, big questions. Speakers have a
limit of about 18 minutes to discuss their chosen subject, but how strictly they adhere to the limit I could not say.
The “x” in TEDxKC indicates that this is a local event, in contrast to TED events, which are national and international in scope. TED conferences date back to the 1980s and are held annually in Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada.
The TEDxKC we attended had the theme “Emerge,” which is so vague that just about any subject could fit
under its umbrella. We heard eight speakers live and one on video. There were many thoughtful ideas that arose that
evening, and I propose to write about some of them in my pieces for The Lamplighter over the next few months.
I want to begin with a talk that focused on happiness. The speaker was a scholar and “happiness expert,” named
Arthur Brooks. Brooks teaches at Harvard University Kennedy School of Government and the Harvard Business
School.
Brooks’ approach to happiness is full of common sense ideas, and yet he approaches them in ways that I have
not experienced before. He began by stating a sort of an equation: Happiness=Enjoyment+Purpose+Satisfaction.
Each of these familiar concepts, however, is more than they seem, and much more difficult to define. Enjoyment is
pleasure, but it is also something more, something deeper. Purpose is meaning, but it is also more than meaning
alone.
He devoted most of the talk to the concept of satisfaction. As he defined it, satisfaction is the joy of a goal
achieved, but, not surprisingly, satisfaction is more. True satisfaction requires managing our “haves” and our
“wants,” terms that really are what they seem to be. Much of our culture has its basis on our “haves.” We too easily
think that we will be satisfied if we have more things; the newest car, the most up-to-date electronic devices, more
clothes than we know what to do with, and so on
The problem is, obviously, that there is never enough. Wanting more things in our life is a sort of a bottomless
pit. No matter how much we put into it, there is always room for more. And because the world never stops moving
and changing, our newest and latest things soon are old and used. Obtaining more things is like running on a treadmill; run as fast as we might, we never really get anywhere.
The solution, according to Brooks, is not to have more but to want less. If we want to be satisfied with our
lives, we do not need to obtain more things, but to manage our wants. Quoting His Holiness, the Dalai Lama,
Brooks said that we need to learn to want what we have, not to have what we want.
There is a good deal of wisdom in what Brooks said. We see the astuteness of his words insofar as they echo the
teaching in many places in the Bible. God’s ancient Instruction tells us not to covet what our neighbors have
(Exodus 20.17; Deuteronomy 5.21). The author of the letter to the Hebrews taught that the followers of the Way of
Jesus must keep our lives free from the love of money and to be content with what we have (Hebrews 13.5). The
Apostle Paul declared that he had learned to be content in all things, whether he had little or plenty (Philippians
4.11f.). Jesus preached that we are not to gather for ourselves treasures on earth, which cannot satisfy anyway, but
should strive for treasures in heaven. Where our treasures are, there our hearts will be also (Matthew 6.20ff.)
I believe that God wants all human beings to be happy. Finding happiness is indeed about learning a proper
relationship to the world’s goods. Things do not satisfy; God does.
Grace and Peace
Tommy
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JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER BIBLE
STUDY:
John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center have a
weekly Bible Study that is led, on a rotational
schedule, by the Ministerial Fellowship. The Bible
Study is held every Wednesday, 10:15-10:45 a.m. in
the Gathering Room.

From the Church Records
Financial Report: July 2022
General Fund Wood & Huston Bank
General Fund Balance 7/01/22
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 7/31/22

Building Fund:
Current Fund Balance 7/01/22
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 7/31/22
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$16,812
$16,327
$17,135
$16,004






$13,164
$ 139
$ 115
$13,188



O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for July) $398


Special Days in September
September 5 Labor Day, Church Office Closed
September 7Chancel Choir rehearsals resume
September 11 Rally Day-YOM presentations at both
worship services
Confirmation Begins
Patriot Day
National Grandparents Day
September 18 Youth Choir/Little Notes & Chime Bell
rehearsals resume.
Dedication of Festival of Sharing gifts
Uganda presentation and Pot-Luck Lunch
September 22 First Day of Autumn
9:00 a.m. Lafayette Area Women’s Fellowship
Fall Meeting (Salem UCC)

Views
Live Stream

July Attendance

8 & 10:00
a.m.
In-Person

126

7-3-22

62

185

7-10-22

69

141

7-17-22

55

141

7-24-22

54

It only takes a spark

105

7-31-22

63

140

Average
Total Average 201

61

Love is the spark that kindles the fire of
compassion.
Compassion is the fire that flames the candle of
service.
Service is the candle that ignites the
torch of hope.
Hope is the torch that lights the
beacon of faith.
Faith is the beacon that reflects the
power of God.
God is the power that creates the
miracle of love.
—William Arthur Ward



CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED:
The church office will be closed Monday,
September 5, in observance of Labor Day.
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Look Who’s Having a Birthday in September!
Joe Goetz
Howard Fisher
Darrel Rinne
Ken Telgemeier
Kennedy Short
J.W. Starke
Nathan Salyer
Sara Vandiver
Kolten Cowherd
Wendell Busch
Adam Augustine
Brent Fette
Brooke Cramer
Paige Stark
Mike Lettau

1
2
3
3
3
4
4
4
6
6
7
8
10
10
11

Maddie Fiene
Jacob Vincent
Michael Shane Lettau
Tiger Fiene
Brandon Struchtemeyer
Traci Cameron
Andy Mockridge
Marilyn Davenport
Scott Homfeld
Tina Gibler
Layden Kirchhoff
Jessica Pressly
Wendy Jensen
Desmond Williams
Kathleen Begemann
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13
14
14
15
15
15
17
17
17
17
18
19
19
19
20

Max Bergsieker
Jeff Kirchhoff
Clara Salyer
Dillon Bergsieker
Karen Fiene
Brittian Shaul
Cheryl LaRue
Shane Siegfried
Palmer Schloman
Adelynn Schloman
Tim Morris
Jared Siegfried
Caleb Russell
June Ann Howell
Cameron Zuehlsdorf

20
20
21
21
21
22
23
24
24
24
27
28
29
29
30
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY
IN CARE FACILITIES
Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at our
local and surrounding community nursing homes and care
facilities. A card from a church family member would be a
delightful surprise!
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO
64037
Pat Haston
Hayes and Grace Niemeier
Anna Marie Rinne
Nancy Rinne
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke
Mary Ann Vorwark
Barb Siegfried:
C/O Anthony Cowan
703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037

OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN:
You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The
church bulletin is on the Salem website:
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your phone or
tablet during worship instead of using a paper copy, please
feel free to use that option. If you like the paper copy that is
available as well.
Women’s Fellowship Circle News:
Women’s Fellowship Circles will not be meeting until further
notice. The Women’s Fellowship Board will not be meeting
until further notice as well.
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the church office, (660) 584-3603.
CHURCH INFORMATION
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net
Church Website: salemucchigginsville.org
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ONLINE GIVING AND
SALEM CHURCH APP:
Salem now offers online giving so you have
another option for making a financial contribution
to the church. Online giving can be accessed several different ways. You can use the church website
and click on the Resources & Links tab then click
the online giving link. Another option is text
73256 on your phone and use the code SalemHigg
and then click on the link. Also Salem now has a
church app you can download and under the
giving tab is a link for online giving. One comment
from the test group was to let everyone know that
you will be given an option to give a small additional amount to cover processing fees. You definitely have the option to not give the additional
amount.
If you would like to download the church app,
please call the church office, 660-584-3603 or
email salemucc@ctcis.net. We just need to verify
your current email address. Then you will receive
an invitation by email to download the Salem
church app. All the instructions will be provided in
the invitation email. The church app gives you
access to several years of your financial contribution records, you have a directory of church members that have also downloaded the app and you
can make an online contribution from the church
app. You can download the church app even if
you do not wish to give online.
Please know that online giving is just an
additional option for giving financially, this is
not a requirement. You can still give financially by
cash or check, putting your offering envelope in
the offering plate, or mailing your church contribution to the church. If you have any questions
about this please feel free to call Sarah Berry at the
church office, 660-584-3603.
(A link on Facebook live is being planned for a
later date.)
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CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
July 21, 2022
The regular meeting of the Salem
Church Council was held at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, July 21, 2022, in
the boardroom. Members present
were Keill Borchers, Carla Starke,
Bobby Bergsieker, Susan Jensen,
Sharon Hoefer, Stacy Barnes, and
Pastor Tommy Faris.
President Keill Borchers called the
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy
opened with a devotion from Psalm
85 and a prayer. Minutes were read
and approved. The financial report
was presented, discussed, and approved. The balances as of June 30
were $16,812 in the General Fund
and $13,163 in the Building &
Grounds Fund. The total average
attendance of 198 during June, this
includes 60 in-person and 138 live
stream views.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Tommy
along with the Elders were scheduled to deliver communion to
JKVE/Meyer Care on July 11th.
However, the week prior, Tommy
received a call from the facility notifying him they were canceling all
events for the time being, due to the
continued rise in Covid infections.
The plan is to try again on August
7th. Tommy and Crystal plan to take
a trip the week leading up to Labor
Day, so Rev. Andy Mockridge will
be preaching, Sunday, September 4th.
Correspondence: We received a
thank you note from the Emmaus
Homes for the $50 donation.
Committee Reports:
Christian Ed/Carla: Vacation
Bible School is scheduled for July 31
through August 3. A bid to purchase
and install a new water cooler outside of the Fellowship Hall was
presented. The cost of the water
cooler is $1350, shipping included.
The tentative amount for install is
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$250, bringing the projected total to
$1600. A motion to purchase and
install the new water cooler was carried. Building & Grounds/Alex:
Emil Frei is still due to stop by when
they come through this way. Council
has recently notified a contractor regarding the bell issue/repair. Currently, Council is awaiting a response.
The continued bat issue has recently
caused the rear sidewalk and windowsills to become covered in bat droppings. Council is working to clean
this up. Cemetery/Susan: No meeting. Memorial/Sharon: No meeting.
Stewardship/Judi: No meeting.
Evangelism/Stacy: No Meeting.
Worship/Bobby: Worship Committee met on July 20th. Teacher/
Leader appreciation Sunday will be
held on August 21st. September 4th
will be the last day for this year’s special music. September 11th (Rally Sunday), regular choir will start back up.
Ushers/Susan & Judi: Council
members will continue ushering.
Unfinished Business: Council representatives are to let Sarah know of
any changes to committee members
by September 1, 2022.
New Business: With the new flooring in the basement, it has been
brought to our attention that the
transition/incline from the basement
hallway into the dining room may be
a bit of a concern. Council is looking
into possible solutions to help bring
awareness to the flooring transition/
incline. We will soon be in the test
phase of Realm and the plan is to
launch to the entire congregation in
September.
Next council meeting Date: August
18, 2022, 7:30 p.m.
There being no further business, the
meeting was adjourned with the
“Lord’s Prayer.”
Respectfully submitted,
Stacy Barnes,
Council Secretary
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Chancel and Hand Bell Choir
Fall Schedules
The Chancel Choir will begin
rehearsals on Wednesday,
September 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary. The Chancel Choir
will sing during our worship
service on the 1st, 2nd, and 4th
Sundays of each month. The
Hand Bell Choir will start
rehearsals on Wednesday,
October 5 at 6:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary. They will play during
our worship service on the 4th
Sunday of October, December,
February, and April. Come and
make a joyful noise with our
Choirs! See you soon!
Jamie Smith, Director
Youth Choir, Little Notes, and
Chime Bell Choir
Fall Schedules
The Youth Choir will begin
rehearsals on Sunday, September
18 at 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
and will sing during our worship
service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays
of each month. Little Notes and
Chime Bell Choir will also begin
rehearsals this same day at 8:50
a.m. in the sanctuary. They will
play and sing during our worship
service on the 3rd Sunday of each
month. Come join the music fun!
See you there!
Jamie Smith, Director
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA
COUNTRY PRIDE:
Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform
your server that you would like to participate in the program,
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of
the rest!
HARVESTERS SCHEDULE
First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Harvesters Community Food Network distribution of food on
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at
8:30 a.m. and ends approximately at Noon. After the food is
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372,
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone number, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.
ALSO
Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,
(Joseph’s Storehouse) offers food pick-up every Friday from
10:00 a.m. to Noon, 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.
FALL MEETING OF THE UCC LAFAYETTE
AREA WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
The Lafayette Area Women’s Fellowship will hold their fall
meeting on Thursday, September 22, 2022, at Salem United
Church of Christ. Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m. with
fellowship and coffee time. The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m.
The program is about quilts and their connection to the
Underground Railroad. Frances Watkins will be giving the
presentation. A quilt show is planned so if anyone has a quilt
to share please bring it with you. The noon meal will be pot
luck, please bring a dish to share. PLEASE COME AND
BRING A FRIEND. Both men and women are encouraged to
attend.
INVITATION/OPEN HOUSE EBENEZER UCC:
In recognition of your much appreciated donations to
Ebenezer UCC’s Flood Recovery Fund. Join us Sunday,
September 11, 2022, for worship at 10:30 a.m. (if possible)
with Lunch and tours from noon-2:00 p.m. Ebenezer UCC,
206 West Old Lexington Road, Levasy, Missouri.
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LAFAYETTE AREA CROP HUNGER
WALK
SUNDAY, October 2, 2022
AT THE CONFEDERATE PARK IN
HIGGINSVILLE
The Lafayette Area CROP Hunger Walk will
begin at 3:00 PM on Sunday, October 2, in the
Confederate Park in Higginsville near the
Chapel. Registration will begin at 2:30 p.m..
This CROP Hunger Walk helps stop hunger
both locally and around the world as a part of
the CHURCH WORLD SERVICE and is
sponsored by the Lafayette County Cluster of
UCC Churches. Currently, well over 2,000
communities across the U.S. join in more than
1,300 CROP Hunger Walks each year.
All individuals and churches are welcomed and
encouraged to participate by joining this effort.
Twenty-five percent of the funds raised can be
designated for the local food pantry. If you
aren’t able to participate and a walker from
Salem asks for your support, please give
generously.
Come and join us to raise awareness and help
stop hunger in our world.
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:
The family of Margaret L. Soendker.
Margaret passed away Saturday, August 6,
2022. Her funeral was held at Salem on
Wednesday, August 10, 2022.
ALSO
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:
The family of Willie Fields. Willie was a
member of the Higginsville community and
Salem hosted his funeral on Friday, August
19, 2022.
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HOPE IS A BASIC NEED:
FIELDS OF DREAMS UGANDA:
On Sunday, September 18th, immediately following the worship service, we will host a potluck
luncheon and program in the church dining
room. Meat, drink, and table service will be
provided, and we invite you to bring your
favorite side dish or dessert. Following the meal,
Judi Knipmeyer, Aaron Knipmeyer, and Jessica
(Knipmeyer) Keltner will present an enlightening
and entertaining program about their recent trip
with Fields of Dreams Uganda.
Fields of Dreams Uganda (FoDU) has been
working in Ugandan schools for ten years and
recently adopted four new partner schools for a
total of ten. The need is profound in this country
where the average age is 17 and only 35% of
children finish primary school. We invite you to
learn more about the programs FoDU has instituted to address these concerns and to provide
hope to over 6000 children who attend these
schools.
Crafts created by Ugandan artisans also will be
available for purchase and a free-will offering will
go to FoDU’s ongoing work. We hope you can
join us!
HIGGINSVILLE COUNTRY FAIR
REQUEST
One very popular event at the Country Fair has
been the FREE Community Ice Cream Social.
In the past years there have been over 400 people in attendance The Ice Cream Social will be
held on Friday, September 16 right after the
Youth Parade which is planned to begin at 6:00
p.m. The Ice Cream Social will be held across
from the Main Stage, located by the City Hall at
approximately 6:30 p.m. The FREE Ice Cream
Social is in need of pies, cakes, cookies, desserts
and time. If you can help, please bring your food
donations to the Chamber of Commerce Office,
1813 N. Main, no later then 5:00 p.m. on Friday,
September 16 or after 5:00 p.m. to the tables
across from the Main Stage, next to the Post
Office. For more information call Sandy
Starkebaum at (660)584-2803 or (660) 641-4804.
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THANK YOU
I would like to thank everyone for their cards, phone
calls, visits, and prayers while I was in the hospital and
after my return home. I especially thank the dedicated
church members who bring me the bulletin and tape
every Sunday. All that was done for me was greatly
appreciated.
Sincerely,
Arlene Long
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who shared their musical talents
this summer during worship while the choirs were on
vacation! These messages of faith were greatly appreciated and enjoyed by all!
Jamie Smith, Music Director
THANK YOU
We would like to say Thank You for all the cards,
memorials, telephone calls, emails, or texts that we have
received on the death of Margaret Soendker. The kindness and sympathy that we have received from everyone
was greatly appreciated.
The Family of Margaret Soendker
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FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS
For many years, Salem has participated in the Festival of Sharing, a cooperative response to hunger, poverty, and
injustice. Through our faith, we are called to share our resources and support with those who are struggling. The
Festival of Sharing promotes and supports projects and programs, providing funding and resource goods. The
agencies with which Festival of Sharing partner continuously express how much these packs make a difference in
the lives of the people they serve. Because of the large need demonstrated last year for the “Missouri Paper Product Pack” and the “Missouri Family Food Boxes,” the Board of Elders has chosen these two projects and is asking
all Salem members and friends to participate with us. The packs’ contents are listed above, and the quantity and
size of the items are specific. Feel free to put your own pack or packs together and drop them off at Salem; however, due to the current conditions, it may be easier for you to donate money. Elders will either put the packs together or send the cash. If you do make a donation, please note in the memo line of your check “Festival of Sharing”
and have them to Salem by September 18. An envelope is enclosed in this Lamplighter.
Thank you in advance for your generous support.
Mark Gross, Board of Elders President
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