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The Lamplighter 
October  2022    •    Salem United Church of Christ    •    Higginsville, Missouri 

Dear Friends, 
Get a group of thoughtful adults together to discuss a thoughtful and challenging book, and you never know what 

might happen. 
The group of thoughtful adults, in this case, is the Salem adult Sunday School class. And the thoughtful and challeng-

ing book is Rachel Held Evans’s Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church. Evans grew up in an evangelical 
home in Dayton, Tennessee, a town you may or may not remember as the site of the famous Scopes Trial in 1925. We 
could argue that in some ways Dayton is the symbolic home of the evangelical movement of the early 20th century. 

As Evans grew into her young adulthood, she began to question some of the ideas that she had learned while grow-
ing up. [As an aside, Evans barely got beyond her young adulthood, dying at the age of 37, as a result of an allergic reac-
tion to a medication she had taken. Her passing in 2019 was a great loss to many.] She began to deal with her questions 
openly in her blog and found that many people shared her concerns. 

Her questions led Evans away from the church of her youth and, eventually, to the Episcopal Church. The path that 
led her back to the Church was the path of the sacraments. The Episcopal Church recognizes seven sacraments. They are 
baptism, confession, holy orders, communion, confirmation, anointing of the sick, and marriage. In the United Church of 
Christ, we practice two sacraments: baptism/confirmation and communion. 

Historically, the sacraments were the means by which God imparted grace to followers of Jesus. Members of the 
church had to participate in six of the sacraments (usually, one could take holy orders or get married, not both) in order 
to receive grace. For the United Church of Christ, the sacraments are not so much the means of imparting grace as they 
are moments of recognition and celebration that God has already given us grace. 

For us, the sacrament we practice most frequently is communion. As the adult class read about Evans’s reflections 
on communion, the idea emerged that the class would like to explore the sacrament more fully. As the class thought 
about it, someone asked if we could take a Sunday and devote the service to the exploration. To many in the class, one 
logical possibility was to take a “fifth Sunday” in some month (there are four or five such months each year), and try 
something different from our usual Sunday schedule.  

Here is what the adult class came up with and took to the Elders, who agreed to give it a try. On the fifth Sunday in 
October (30 October), there will be a single worship service, at 9:00 a.m. in the Salem dining room. Worshipers will sit 
at tables, as if for a meal. There will be hymns and singing and prayers, as usual, and when we come to the sermon time, I 
will present some thoughts about communion, based on Paul’s description in I Corinthians 11 and Luke’s telling of the 
Last Supper in Luke 22. Then we will open the service to questions and comments from the worshipers. In effect, we will 
preach the sermon all together. The service will be on Facebook Live, as usual, and there will even be opportunity for our 
online participants to share their questions and comments. 

I have served congregations in which questions from the congregation during a sermon were not unheard of. I would 
not say they were common, but they did come up on occasion. Some people find this upsetting; I do not. I have said be-
fore that I consider a sermon as a single moment in an ongoing congregational dialogue. Asking a question during a ser-
mon simply makes that dialogue apparent in a way that such dialogues usually are not. I have also said that the times 
when any person listens to everything a preacher says in a twenty-minute sermon are rare. Most of us hear something that 
triggers another thought and we follow that thought wherever it leads while the preacher carries on with wherever they 
were going. I accept that and even believe that such meanderings are often the work of the Holy Spirit.  

On 30 October we will experience something new, something different. No one knows how it will turn out. It will be 
a time for us to consider what the sacrament of communion means to us, both as individuals and as a congregation. It 
will be a time for us to step out of our comfortable place and see whether the Holy Spirit will still speak to us. 

Mark the date and time on your calendars, and let us see what happens when we celebrate communion in a different 
way. 

             Grace and Peace 
             Tommy 



2 

 

 October 2022 The Lamplighter  Page 2  

From the Church Records 

Financial Report: August 2022 

General Fund Wood & Huston Bank 

General Fund Balance 8/01/22 

Current deposits 

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 8/31/22 

 

 

 

$16,004        

$23,832    

$23,535 

$16,301   

Building Fund: 

Current Fund Balance 8/01/22 

Current deposits  

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 8/31/22 

 

 

$13,188 

$  1,775                                                         

$  2,628                          

$12,335 

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for August) $78 

Views 

Live Stream 

August  

Attendance 

8:00 a.m.  
In-Person 

10:00 a.m.  
In-Person 

196 8-7-22 12 61 

119 8-14-22 8 45 

160 8-21-22 9 66 

172 8-28-22 10 67 

150 Average     

Total Average 215 

10 60 

JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER  

BIBLE STUDY:  

John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center have a 
weekly Bible Study that is led, on a rotational 
schedule, by the Ministerial Fellowship. The Bible 
Study is held every Wednesday, 10:15-10:45 a.m. in 
the Gathering Room.  

 Special Days in October  

 October 2:                                                                
World Communion Sunday                              
Crop Walk 

October 9:                                                                          
NIN Offering Dedication                                             
6:00 p.m. Picnic Committee sponsoring Weiner 
Roast and Hayride at the Oelrichs Farm      

October 15                                                              
Western Association Fall Meeting                                                                           

October 16:                                                             
10:00 a.m. Service featuring Youth Sunday        

October 22:                                                     
Movie Night on the Parking Lot sponsored by 
Board of Christian Education                                                             

October 27-29:                                                               
Missouri Mid-South Annual Gathering in           
Jefferson City  

October 30:                                                              
Reformation Sunday                                                          
5th Sunday—One Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. 
being held in the church dining room 

SALEM CEMETERY REQUEST:  

A family with the surname of Schowe purchased a lot in       
Salem Cemetery which contains four graves. Mr. Julius H. 
Schowe, who was born in 1875 and died March 6, 1942, and 
Dorothy A. Schowe, who was born in 1878 both are buried 
in graves 1 & 2. Graves 3 & 4 are open. 

The Cemetery Committee would like to contact descendants 

of the Schowe family to determine if graves 3 & 4 may be 

used by another family. If you or you know someone with 

knowledge of the Schowe family, please contact Dennis 

Knipmeyer at 660-641-0345 or dknipmeyer48@gmail.com. 

Thank you. 

mailto:dknipmeyer48@gmail.com
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Tori Kopp 

Sadie Kumm 

Johnny Marth 

Sarah Short 

Nathan Rinne 

Skyler Robinson 

Bob Jarman 

Alice Davis 

Mary Dickmeier 

Ray Don Paul 

Carla Starke 

Tish Stoner 

Paul Howell 

Trace Alberswerth 

Ada Kay Stoner 

Abby Cramer 

Autumn White 

Athena Akin 

Dennis Stewart 

Laith Kirchhoff 

Angie Green 

Crystal Schloman 

Hanni Herriott 

Logan Tracy 

Gail Kirchhoff 

Brenda Homfeld 

Joey Hoflander 

Briana Conner 

Cole Harris 

Owen Wood 

Wyatt Wilkinson 

Billy Mackie 

David Rogers 

Caleb Romans 

Jaxon Barnes 

Fred Jungerman III 

Joe Rolf 

Greg Soendker 

Kenneth Buchanan 

Joe Steinkuhler 

Chase Berry 

Vida Mehrhoff 

Robbie Alberswerth 

Susan Shier  

Jonathan Hoflander 

Matthew Leonard 

David Starke 

Quinn Jensen 

Chris Homfeld 

Ava Jo Brown 

Greg Berry 
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Look Who’s Having a  Birthday in October! 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED                           
SPECIAL MISSION OFFERING 

In 2022, the Neighbors in Need 
"BEHOLD!" offering focuses on              
economic justice. As you may  recall, one-
third of  the offering supports Council for 
American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Justice 
and Witness Ministries use two-thirds to 
provide grants to UCC churches and          
organizations and support various justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct 
service projects. The Neighbors in Need 
offering will be received on October 9. 
You may place your offering in the      
enclosed envelope, bring it to the church 
office, or place a check in the offering 
plate payable to Salem UCC with NIN in 
memo line, or give online. 

Salem UCC Hayride 

 and Wiener Roast 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 at the home of Bill and Paula            
Oelrichs, 12138 Salem Cemetery Road. Join us for  

Wiener Roast at 6:00 p.m., Hayride around 7:00 p.m. 

Please bring a side dish and lawn chairs. Hotdogs, buns, 
drinks, and tableware will be provided.  
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY  
IN CARE FACILITIES 

Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of 
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at 
our local and surrounding community nursing homes and 
care  facilities. A card from a church family member would 
be a     delightful surprise! 

Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO 
64037 
Pat Haston 
Grace Niemeier   
Anna Marie Rinne  
Nancy Rinne 
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke 
Mary Ann Vorwark 
Barb Siegfried: 
C/O Anthony Cowan 
703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037  

OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN: 

You have a couple options for the church bulle-
tin. The church bulletin is on the Salem website:                                           
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/                       
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your 
phone or tablet during worship instead of using 
a paper copy, please feel free to use that option. 
If you like the paper copy that is available as 
well.  

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the 
church office, (660) 584-3603.  

CHURCH INFORMATION  
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net 
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052 
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603 
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net 

SALEM CHURCH APP: 

If you would like to download the church app, 
please call the church office, 660-584-3603 or 
email salemucc@ctcis.net. We just need to verify 
your current email address. Then you will receive 
an invitation by email to download the Salem 
church app. All the instructions will be provided in 
the invitation email. The church app gives you ac-
cess to several years of your financial contribution 
records, you have a directory of church members 
that have also downloaded the app and you can 
make an online contribution from the church app. 
You can download the church app even if you do 
not wish to give online.  

 

FINANCIAL GIVING OPTIONS: 

1. Check or Cash 
2. Salem Church website (salemucchigginsville.org) 
    click on the Resources & Links tab then click  
    the online giving link  
3. Text 73256 on your phone and use the code  
     SalemHigg and then click on the link  
4. Download the Salem church app and under the  
    giving tab is a link for online giving 
(A link on Facebook live is being planned for a 
later date.)          

https://salemucchigginsville.wordpress.com/
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CHURCH COUNCIL         
MEETING  

               August 18, 2022 

The regular meeting of the Salem 
Church Council was held at 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, August 18, 2022, 
in the boardroom. Members present 
were Bobby Bergsieker, Keill Borch-
ers, Sharon Hoefer, Judi Knipmeyer, 
Alex Starke, Carla Starke, and Pastor 
Tommy Faris.    

President Keill Borchers called the 
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy 
opened with a devotion and prayer. 
Minutes were read, and approved. 
The financial report was given by 
Sharon, discussed, and approved. 
The balances as of July 31 were 
$16,004 in the General Fund and 
$13,188 in the Building & Grounds 
Fund. The total average attendance 
of 201 during July, this includes 61 
in-person and 140 live stream views.  

Pastor’s Report: Communion was 
given to residents at JKVE/Meyer 
Care on August 7 (Anniversary Sun-
day) and will be given again on Oc-
tober 2 (World Communion Sun-
day). The funeral service for Marga-
ret Soendker was held at Salem. 
YOM will have a presentation dur-
ing the sermon on Rally Day at the 
both services. The Elders were ap-
proached by the adult Sunday School 
class about having a combined ser-
vice at 9:00 a.m. on the fifth Sunday 
in October. It was further discussed 
with the worship committee and ap-
proved. Tommy and Crystal will be 
on vacation Aug. 29 – Sept. 5.  Rev. 
Andy Mockridge will preach in 
Tommy’s absence.                       
Committee Reports: Christian 
Ed/Carla: VBS went well. The 
board is preparing for Rally Day/
Sunday School, youth groups and 
confirmation. There will be a Family 
Night/Movie hosted by the board 
on October 22 in the parking lot.  

Building & Grounds/Alex: Have 
not heard from Emil Frei, Sarah will 
call to remind them the stained-glass 
window needs to be inspected.  Bell 
Repair – waiting on contractor.  
Alumbaugh had to add 2 lbs. of freon 
to the parsonage A/C unit. Freon is 
being phased out, so a new unit 
might be necessary in the future.             
Elevator Inspection – the following 
items need to be addressed: LED 
light needed in the machine room, 
needs self-closing door, custodian 
lock, and maintenance control pro-
gram.  The Council will look into 
these issues. Cemetery/Susan: No 
Meeting. Memorial/Sharon: No 
meeting. Stewardship/Judi: No 
meeting. Evangelism/Stacy:  No 
Meeting.  Worship/Bobby: Discus-
sion of the combined service on            
October 30 as mentioned in           
Tommy’s report. Ushers/Susan & 
Judi: Council members will continue 
ushering.   

Unfinished Business: Committee 
selections are due to Sarah by              
September 1.                                       
New Business: A donation of $500 
was received from AA. A motion was 
made by Alex and seconded by Judi, 
to deposit the money into the Build-
ing & Grounds Fund. Motion car-
ried.  The new online giving program 
has been set up and is available for 
use by the Elders & Council. Feed-
back has been good, so Sarah will 
soon start the process of making this 
option available for all of members of 
Salem. A recent lightning strike dam-
aged the intercom/security answering 
system. After discussion, a motion 
was made by Alex and seconded by 
Keill, to approve the $400 estimated 
cost of repairs to be completed by 
Vox Box and up to an additional 
$300 for surge protectors/battery 
back-ups for the office equipment. 
Motion carried.  

Voting for the Fall congregational 
meeting will be done by mail.  
The Council believes it has closed 
all access points for bats entering 
the church. However, the bats are 
perching on the exterior of the 
building and creating a mess  
Keill spoke with a Conservation 
Agent and was advised direct 
lighting and sonic sound devices 
would probably be the best              
options to keep the bats away 
from the church exterior. Keill 
will get more information and we 
will discuss resolution at the next 
meeting.  

Next council meeting Date:            
September 15, 2022, 7:30 p.m.                                                                                                

There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carla Starke, 

Acting Secretary       

 

 

Hand Bell Choir Fall Schedule 
The Hand Bell Choir will start           
rehearsals on Wednesday,               
October 12 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. They will play during 
our worship service on the 4th 
Sunday of October,  December, 
February, and April.  Come and 
make a joyful noise with our 
Choirs!  See you soon!  
 

Jamie Smith, Director 
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA 

COUNTRY PRIDE: 

Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride 
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of 
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All 
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform 
your server that you would like to participate in the program, 
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of 
the rest!  

 

HARVESTERS SCHEDULE  

First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Har-
vesters  Community Food Network  distribution of food on 
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at 
8:30 a.m. and ends  approximately at Noon. After the food is 
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the 
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372, 
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone num-
ber, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.  

ALSO 

Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,          
(Joseph’s Storehouse) offers food pick-up every Friday from 
10:00 a.m. to Noon, 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.    

 

 

 
 

 

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:  

The family of Curtis “Hayes” Niemeier. 
Hayes passed away Saturday, September 10, 
2022. His visitation and funeral were held at 
Salem UCC, Monday, September 19, 2022. 
Committal was at the Veterans Cemetery.   

ALSO 

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:  

The family of Steven A. Meinershagen.        
Steven passed away August 22, 2022. There 
will be a private family Celebration of his life 
at the Salem Cemetery in October. Steven 
was the son of the late Dick and June 
Meinershagen and was baptized and               
confirmed at Salem.  

LAFAYETTE AREA CROP  

HUNGER WALK 

The Lafayette Area CROP Hunger Walk will 
begin at 3:00 PM on Sunday, October 2, in the 
Confederate Park in Higginsville near the 
Chapel. Registration will begin at 2:30 p.m..                 
This CROP Hunger Walk helps stop hunger 
both locally and around the world as a part of 
the CHURCH WORLD SERVICE and is 
sponsored by the Lafayette County Cluster of 
UCC Churches. Currently, well over 2,000 
communities across the U.S. join in more than 
1,300 CROP Hunger Walks each year.                
All individuals and churches are welcomed and 
encouraged to participate by joining this effort. 
Twenty-five percent of the funds raised can be 
designated for the local food pantry. If you 
aren’t able to participate and a walker from  
Salem asks for your support, please give                
generously. Come and join us to raise aware-
ness and help stop hunger in our world. 
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THANK YOU 

Thank you for all the cards I received for my 99th birth-
day. Thank you to everyone that came to my birthday 
party.  

Howard Fisher 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone that watered the flowers in the 
flower pots at the entrances to the church this summer. 

Mary Homfeld 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone for the calls, cards, texts, and  
visits during the illness and death of our loved one, Keith 
W. Gadt. Special thanks to the ladies of the church for 
the delicious lunch. God Bless everyone. 

The family of Keith W. “Skeeter” Gadt 

THANK YOU 

Thank you all who sent cards, prayers, phone calls, and 
visits while I was in the hospital and in Meyer Care          
Center. I feel so blessed to be back in my home.             
Thanks again. 

Fay Tilly  

THANK YOU 

The Family of Hayes Niemeier wishes to thank our 
friends and relatives for the many kindnesses extended 
during the illness and death of our loved one. Thank you 
for the cards, flowers, and memorials. A special thank 
you to Pastor Tommy, Jamie Smith and the Ralph O. 
Jones Funeral Home Staff. 

Grace Niemeier 

CORDER VFW BREAKFAST:                                         
Corder VFW Post is having a breakfast fundraiser to 
fund community projects (college scholarship, student 
patriotic programs and Missouri Veterans Home).            
Saturday, October 15, 7:00 - 10:30 a.m. at the Post 
Home (Junction Hwy 20 and BB Road). Menu is         
scrambled eggs, biscuits, sausage gravy, hashbrowns, 
coffee and juice. Cost is $8.00 for adults and $5.00 for 
children 10 and under.  
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SALEM CEMETERY HEAD STONE PROJECT: 

At one of Salem’s annual congregational meetings before Covid, the Cemetery Committee report presented the 
idea to replace some of the old headstone markers in the original part of the cemetery. After the meeting, individu-
als volunteered to donate toward this project.  
 

Part of these original stones were made of less durable material than granite and have severely weathered, become 
hard to read, broken into pieces, and fallen over. During the 2022 spring cleanup day, the following three stones 
were salvaged and need to be replaced. 
 

Johanna Meinershagen, wife of Fred Meinershagen 
DOD November 1, 1874; age 25y, 6m, 19d 
 

   John Swenson 
   DOD June 14, 1879; age 60y 
 

   Caroline Lehman, wife of Fred Lehman 
   DOB; 01/20/1817 
   DOD; 02/25/1881 

 

The committee is proposing we replace these headstones with a modest-sized granite marker (20” by 10”) bearing 
the name and date of birth and death; each will cost $375.00. If there are any descendants of Johanna 
Meinershagen, Caroline Lehman, and/or John Swenson or any member of the church who would care to help with 
this expense, please contact Dennis Knipmeyer at 660-641-0345 or dknipmeyer48@gmail.com. Thank you.  

THANK YOU, GOD, FOR 
CHILDREN… 
 

...whose sparking eyes do not search 
for flaws but look for love; 
 

...whose loving arms are not withheld 
from those who look or think             
differently; 
 

...whose creative minds are not stifled 
by the desire to make more money; 
 

...whose candid words do not say one 
thing and mean another; 
 

...whose hopes and dreams are not 
hampered by what the neighbors may 
think; 
 

...whose gentle kisses share the         
tenderness and the need for loving 
security.  
 

(This was from a saved  Salem             
Lamplighter from the 1980’s. This 
was so sweet, just wanted to share. 
Sarah J. Berry) 

 

mailto:dknipmeyer48@gmail.com.
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1500 Main Street   Pastor                                            Church Council  

Higginsville, MO 64037  Sarah J. Berry             Mark Gross, President 

(660) 584-3603   Secretary                             Board of Elders 

E-Mail: salemucc@ctcis.net  Jamie Smith             Emily Bergsieker, President     

Early Worship                                    Music Director             Board of Christian Education                                                                               

8:00 a.m.                                                June Howell                                      Lowell Grumke                                                                            

Sunday School                                       Christian Education Coordinator     Custodian                                                                 

8:45 a.m.                                                                                            Lindsey Rolf, Volunteer  

Worship                                                                                                             Assistant Church Secretary                

10:00 a.m. with Live Stream Worship       

5th Sunday—One Worship Service at 9:00 a.m. in the Church Dining Room                             


