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Dear Friends,
A couple of months back, I mentioned that Crystal and I had attended the TEDxKC event in Kansas City. TED
(Technology, Entertainment, Design) is an organization the brings together people to hear brief talks that someone
thinks deal with big ideas. The theme for the evening was “Emerge,” and we heard nine talks dealing with happiness
(which I wrote about in my September Lamplighter article), talent retention in low status communities, light pollution, educational censorship, ecology, and the rhetoric of pandemic, among other things. “Emerge” obviously means different
things to different people.
A word of warning: these thoughts are my thoughts in response to what I heard from one of our presenters. I have
said before that a twenty-minute lecture, such as a sermon, is a terrible way to communicate anything of substance. The
times when we actually listen to every word of such a lecture/sermon/TED Talk are few. Typically, we hear something
and then our minds are off down a rabbit hole of our own experiences and ideas. After some time, we might circle back
to the speaker in front of us until something else catches our thoughts and imaginations. I think most preachers, at least,
are used to this. All of that is to say, what I heard from the speakers may or may not have anything to do with what they
were trying to say. If I misunderstood them, then that is on me, not them.
One of the speakers was Karen Faith, who trained as an ethnographer and strategist, and has done a lot of focus
group work with some large corporations. Companies use focus groups to sharpen and clarify their images, to get outside
reactions and responses to new products, new ads, and so on. Karen Faith’s TED talk was on the topic of love.
She opened by making what some of us might perceive as a provocative statement. She said that it is not true that we
cannot love anyone else until we love ourselves. The statement contradicts much of conventional wisdom, and, to be
honest, it caught me off guard. I have always thought and said that if we do not love ourselves then we will not be able to
love others. My initial reaction to Ms. Faith’s statement was to say to myself that this would not be a talk that would engage me in any meaningful way. I could not have been more wrong.
From her provocative opening, Ms. Faith proceeded to explain that, in her experience, actually we are able often to
love others much more easily than we can love ourselves. As I understood her, she said that in each of us there is a multitude of “selves,” different versions or aspects of ourselves that are always present. These different selves make themselves evident according to the circumstances in which we find ourselves.
One of the keys to living a fulfilling life is learning to practice unconditional welcome for our many selves. When we
work with them rather than trying to manage them, then we can grow and learn to love ourselves as much as we try to
love others.
Even while we struggle to love ourselves, we often find loving others much easier. Love is a natural impetus within
human beings and human communities. In one of the most cogent statements we heard that night, Ms. Faith averred that
“love is what happens when we stop trying to determine who deserves it.”
Think about that for a moment. I will wait.
According to the Evangelist Matthew, Jesus said that we are not to judge others, that the judgment we make will be
the judgment by which we are judged (Matthew 7.1). His recommendation is that we leave the specks in the eyes of others alone and take care of the logs in our own eyes. He summed it up in this way: “In everything do to others as you
would have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7.12). “Love is what happens when we stop
trying to determine who deserves it” fits quite nicely with Jesus’s teaching.
So why do we work so earnestly at determining who deserves our love? Why would we ever exclude anyone from
our love? After all, God loves us even though we so often follow our own ways through the world rather than follow
God’s way, the ways we see in Jesus. If God loves us, then how can we justify excluding anyone from our love? How can
we justify not loving ourselves?
Being a follower of Jesus means, in part, learning to see others and ourselves, and love them as God sees all of us
and loves us. Love is what happens when we stop trying to determine who deserves it.
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Grace and Peace
Tommy
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JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER
BIBLE STUDY:
John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center have a
weekly Bible Study that is led, on a rotational
schedule, by the Ministerial Fellowship. The Bible
Study is held every Wednesday, 10:15-10:45 a.m. in
the Gathering Room.

From the Church Records
Financial Report: September 2022
General Fund Wood & Huston Bank
General Fund Balance 9/01/22
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 9/30/22

Building Fund:
Current Fund Balance 9/01/22
Current deposits
Current expenses
Current Fund Balance 9/30/22

$16,302
$18,622
$20,628
$14,296





$12,335
$ 1,633
$ 105
$13,863




O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for Sept.) $178
Views
Live Stream

September
Attendance

8:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
In-Person In-Person

174

9-4-22

8

44

149

9-11-22

14

64

124

9-18-22

6

66

134

9-25-22

10

51

145

Average
Total Average 211

10

56











Our disarming God

Special Days in November
November 4:
Youth Group
November 6:
Daylight Saving Time ends
Harvest Ingathering
November 11:
Veteran’s Day
November 13:
Veteran Recognition
Thank Offering Dedicated
November 20:
Memorial Sunday
Time and Talent Surveys
Dedicated
First Sunday for Angel Tree
November 22
Community Thanksgiving
Service
November 24:
Thanksgiving Day/Church
Office closed
November 25:
Church Office closed for
Holiday
November 27
First Sunday of Advent

We want the war horse. Jesus rides a donkey.
We want the eagle. The Holy Spirit descends as a dove.
We want to take up swords. Jesus takes up a cross.
We want the roaring lion. God comes as a slaughtered lamb.
We keep trying to arm God. God keeps trying to disarm us.
—Rev. Benjamin Cremer (via Twitter)
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PLEASE LET THE CHURCH
OFFICE KNOW IF:
If you want to change the way you receive the
newsletter (email or regular mail) or if you
prefer to not get boxed envelopes, please
email: salemucc@ctcis.net or call the church
office: 660-584-3603. If you want no changes,
you do not need to reply.
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Best Birthday Wishes in November go to...
Tricia Dierking
Mary Ann Fisher
Dawson Goetz
Charlie Thaller
Roger Homfeld
Megan Leonard
Harvey Erdman
Karla Morris
Anna Sue Howell
Bob Schroer
Arlene Long
Pat Haston

2
3
3
4
6
6
7
7
7
7
8
8

Weston Ventura
Mark Emison
Paula Kopp
Lincoln Dobson
Wes Homfeld
Doug Short
Nicholas Catron
Don Nieman
Nicole Vowels
Stanton Thompson
Nick Camp
Kirstie Fiene

9
9
11
13
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
17

NOVEMBER IS ANNUAL
FOOD PANTRY MONTH
The Food Pantry continues to serve those in our community
who need assistance putting food on their tables. November
is the month we dedicate toward restocking the shelves with
food products. We have assigned specific foods or food
types to each Sunday during the drive. If you would prefer
to make a cash donation, please mark a plain envelope
“Food Pantry” and drop it in the offering plate or bring it by
the church office. All donations will be used 100% for purchasing food items as they are needed.
Nov. 6 – Peanut butter, non-cream soups (chicken noodle,
vegetable, etc.), ramen noodles, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti, noodles, potatoes (canned or boxed)
Nov 13 – Canned meat (ravioli, canned spaghetti, stew, chili,
tuna, chicken)
Nov 20 – Canned fruit (peaches, pears, fruit cocktail, applesauce)
Nov 27 – Canned vegetables (corn, green beans, peas, carrots, mixed vegetables, tomatoes.)
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Allison Starke
Lachlan Conner
Rosa Lee Starke
Justin Salyer
Sharon Knehans
Michelle Alumbaugh
Harold Salyer
Sandy Riekhof
Mary Ann Vorwark
Loren Dickmeier
Cherri Wilson
Lynna Good
Rylee Ganon

17
17
19
22
23
23
24
24
25
25
27
29
29

CARD SHOWER FOR PAT HASTON:
Pat Haston is turning 90 on November 8.
Her family has decided a
big gathering to celebrate
would not be the best
plan. They believe she
would love to receive
birthday cards.
Pat’s address is:
John Knox Village East
1201 West 19th St. Room 208
Higginsville, MO 64037
Thankful for the saints
In our day of Thanksgiving one psalm let us
offer for the saints who before us have found
their reward.
When the shadow of death fell upon them, we
sorrowed, but now we rejoice that they rest in
the Lord. …
These stones that have echoed their praises are
holy, and dear is the ground where their feet
have once trod.
Yet here they confessed they were strangers and
pilgrims, and still they were seeking the city of
God.
—William H. Draper (1916)
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OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY
IN CARE FACILITIES
Listed below are our members and friends (at the time of
printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recovering at
our local and surrounding community nursing homes and
care facilities. A card from a church family member would
be a delightful surprise!
Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, MO
64037
Pat Haston
Grace Niemeier
Nancy Rinne
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke
Mary Ann Vorwark
Barb Siegfried:
C/O Anthony Cowan
703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037
GROWING HOPE GLOBALLY
For 22 years, the Salem Men’s Fellowship has supported
Growing Hope Globally Projects. The organization
addresses food shortages, poverty, and health challenges
that lead to hunger. The goal of each program is to help
families have enough to eat throughout the entire year and
to produce a surplus they call sell to pay for school
supplies, medical care, and modest home improvements. If
you care to support the Men’s Fellowship in this mission,
please leave your donation by the church office no later
than December 31, 2022. Please make your check out to
Salem UCC and in the memo line, please write: Growing
Hope Globally or give online.
Thank you.
Dennis Knipmeyer
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SALEM CHURCH APP:
If you would like to download the church app,
please call the church office, 660-584-3603 or
email salemucc@ctcis.net. We just need to verify
your current email address. Then you will receive
an invitation by email to download the Salem
church app. All the instructions will be provided in
the invitation email. The church app gives you access to several years of your financial contribution
records, you have a directory of church members
that have also downloaded the app and you can
make an online contribution from the church app.
You can download the church app even if you do
not wish to give online.
FINANCIAL GIVING OPTIONS:
1. Check or Cash
2. Salem Church website (salemucchigginsville.org)
click on the Resources & Links tab then click
the online giving link
3. Text 73256 on your phone and use the code
SalemHigg and then click on the link
4. Download the Salem church app and under the
giving tab is a link for online giving
(A link on Facebook live is being planned for a
later date.)
CHURCH INFORMATION
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the
church office, (660) 584-3603.
OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN:

You have a couple options for the church bulletin. The church bulletin is on the Salem website:
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your
phone or tablet during worship instead of using
a paper copy, please feel free to use that option.
If you like the paper copy that is available as
well.
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CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
September 15, 2022
The regular meeting of the Salem
Church Council was held at 6:00
p.m. on Thursday, September 15,
2022, in the boardroom. Members
present were Carla Starke, Alex
Starke, Bobby Bergsieker, Susan
Jensen, Judi Knipmeyer, Sharon
Hoefer, and Stacy Barnes.
Vice-President Alex Starke called the
meeting to order. Minutes were read
and approved. The financial report
was presented, discussed, and approved. The balances as of August
31 were $16,301 in the General
Fund and $12,335 in the Building &
Grounds Fund. The total average
attendance of 215 during June, this
includes 10 in-person (8 a.m.
Service), 60 in-person (10 a.m.
Service) and 145 live stream views.
Pastor’s Report: World Communion Sunday is October 2nd. Communion will be taken to John Knox/
Meyer Care the same day at 1:30
p.m. The CROP Walk will also take
place on Sunday, October 2nd. Registration will begin at 2:30 p.m. and
the walk will start at 3:00 p.m.
Correspondence: none presented.
Committee Reports: Christian
Ed/Carla: Sunday School and
Confirmation have started back up.
October 16th is Children’s Sunday;
the children will be collecting noisy
offering. BCE is sponsoring a movie
night out, Saturday, October 22nd at
7 p.m. in the church’s parking lot.
“Coco” will be the movie and BCE
plans to have drinks and kettle corn
available. Water cooler has been installed outside of the Fellowship
Hall. Building & Grounds/Alex:
Stained-Glass Window – Emil Frei is
still due to stop by when they come
through this way. Bell Repair –
waiting on contactor.
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Elevator Inspection – items to be
addressed have been completed,
thank you Alex Starke and Eric Bergsieker.
Cemetery/Susan: No meeting.
Memorial/Sharon: No meeting.
Stewardship/Judi: No meeting.
Evangelism/Stacy: Evangelism
Committee met on Tuesday, September 13th, final totals for 2022 Mother’s Day Blankets ($1055.00) and Father’s Day Tools ($1000.00) were
presented. Also discussed were upcoming events/items and more
details will be given after the October
meeting.
Worship/Bobby: No meeting.
Ushers/Susan & Judi: Council
members will continue ushering.
Unfinished Business: The security
system has been repaired. Surge protectors have been ordered. Realm and
Vanco seem to be working well together for online giving. A key component to its success was help received by Tim Thurman. Tim volunteered a lot of his time and efforts to
help set up the memorized transaction for recording online deposits
and fees in QuickBooks. Without his
help this may not have the success it
has had. Please, if you see him give
him a big thank you.
New Business: Western Association Fall Meeting will be held in
California, MO or via Zoom on
Saturday, October 15th from 10 a.m.
– 3 p.m. Give the church a call or go
to the Missouri Mid-South Conference website if interested. Missouri
Mid-South Conference Annual
Gathering will be held October 27th –
29th at the Capital Plaza Hotel, in
Jefferson City. The church is allotted
4 representatives. If interested in attending, please let the church office
know. The church will reimburse for
room and registration. Please keep
receipts to provide the church office
if you are one attending. You can also
5
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find more information on the
Missouri Mid-South Conference
website. A motion to pay full
premium amount of $1,708 for
the Work Comp Insurance – using the Corder Money Market
was carried. Going off last year’s
numbers, a motion to pay half of
the premium amount for Property Insurance – using the Corder
Money Market was carried. Three
days prior to the Country Fair the
church was contacted to used our
parking lot for the car show. Our
insurance requires signed paperwork from the group wanting to
use the parking lot. This year the
car show falls under the Chamber
of Commerce. At the time of this
meeting the church had not received any correspondence/
paperwork required. The group
will be advised not to use the
parking lot until signed paperwork has been received by the
church office.
Next council meeting Date:
October 20, 2022, 7:30 p.m.
There being no further business,
the meeting was adjourned with
the “Lord’s Prayer.”
Respectfully submitted,
Stacy Barnes,
Council Secretary

2023 ENVELOPES:
Will be available in the back
of the sanctuary November
6-20, and then they will
move into the Fellowship
Hall until the end of the year.
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA
COUNTRY PRIDE:
Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. All
you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and inform
your server that you would like to participate in the program,
give your church’s name, your name, and we will take care of
the rest!
HARVESTERS SCHEDULE
First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Harvesters Community Food Network distribution of food on
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at
8:30 a.m. and ends approximately at Noon. After the food is
distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up the
area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-3372,
(First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, phone number, and mailing address. Wear comfortable clothes.
ALSO
Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,
(Joseph’s Storehouse) offers food pick-up every Friday from
10:00 a.m. to Noon, 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, MO.
TURKEYS FOR
HIGGINSVILLE/CORDER FOOD PANTRY:
The Evangelism Committee is having their Sixth Annual
Turkeys for Higginsville/Corder Food Pantry project to
purchase turkeys for the Food Pantry. This is to benefit
families in need in the Lafayette County C-1 School District.
The committee is accepting monetary donations on:
November 12, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Moose’s Market. There
will also be a turkey box in the church’s sanctuary beginning
in November to take monetary donations. You may also
give a monetary donation by bringing it to the church office,
placing your donation in the offering plate, or giving online.
Please have donations to the church by November 18,
checks may be made out to Salem UCC and in the memo
line please write “Turkeys.”
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Daylight Saving Time Ends,
Sunday, November 6.
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:
The family of Alyce Mae Stephenson. Alyce
passed away Friday, October 7, 2022. Natural
farewell under the direction of Meierhoffer
Funeral Home & Crematory.
ALSO
The family of Sondra “Sonnie” Renno.
Sonnie passed away Monday, October 10,
2022. Her visitation and funeral were held at
Salem UCC, Thursday, October 13, 2022.
ALSO
The family of Anna Marie Alma Rinne.
Anna Marie passed away Monday, October
24, 2022. Her funeral will be held at Salem
UCC, on Saturday, November 5, 2022, at
11:00 a.m.
ALSO
Mike and Sherry Kilpatrick and family. Mike’s
mother, Ellen Kilpatrick passed away Thursday, October 27. Services were pending at the
time the Lamplighter was printed.

November 2022

T he La m pl i g ht e r

Thank Offering
Thank Offering envelopes will be dedicated on
Sunday, November 13. The collection will be
divided evenly between the Higginsville Heat
and Hunger Fund and the Food Pantry.
An envelope is enclosed in this Lamplighter
for your use. Contributions may be made with
cash, a check made to Salem UCC with the notation “Thank Offering”, or online. You may put
your contribution in the collection plate, mail
them, or drop them by the Church office.
This annual collection benefits area families
through the Heat and Hunger Fund and Food
Pantry. Both chosen recipients are managed by
volunteers providing their talent to sustain the
charity.
When deciding whether to contribute, please
consider the positive impact you will have on
your local community with your donation.
-Stewardship Committee
Salem Angel Tree 2022
Our Salem Angel Tree will be standing in the
sanctuary early this year, one week before Advent, which actually begins November 27. Our
Tree will be ready for you to select your tags to
“adopt” Sunday, November 20. Our committee
would like to have your wrapped, tagged, new,
unused gifts returned to the Angel Tree no later
than Monday, December 12th, at Noon. That
will allow us the rest of the week to shop and
wrap for those not adopted and to organize the
gifts into family groups for delivery on Saturday,
December 17th. Thank you, in advance, for understanding our need to “bump up” the calendar
and for your generous support of this program
for children of the Higginsville and Corder area.
Tags will be on the Sanctuary tree on Sundays
and available to you on a tree next to the church
office window
during weekly
business hours.
Angie Green,
Chairman
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NEWS FROM
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 2022:
“Tree-Mendous Love” is the name of the Christmas Program this year! This years Christmas program will be
December 11th during the 10:00 a.m. worship service
We will pass out parts on November 13th and Program
Practice will be November 20th, 27th, and December
4th. There will be a dress rehearsal on Saturday December 10th - 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. We are needing an
adult to be the “Grumpy Janitor” for our program.
Anyone interested in helping with the program or being
in the program please call or text June..
STAGE SET UP:
Dads are invited to help set up the stage after 10:00 a.m.
worship service on December the 4th. The Dads are also
invited to hang around after the program to take the
stage down on December 11th.
REQUEST FOR COOKIES:
If there are any parents or grandparents interested in
bringing 1 or 2 dozen cookies for the reception after the
Christmas Program. Please drop them off at the church
office the week before the program or bring them the
morning of the program.

The Ministerial Fellowship Community Thanksgiving
service will be held Tuesday, November 22, 7:00 p.m. at
the Davis Theatre.

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS:
Will be available in the back of the sanctuary and
outside the church office beginning Sunday, November 20.
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FESTIVAL OF SHARING
UPDATE
Thank you to Salem Church and all the groups and
individuals who helped make this year’s efforts
possible. Through your generosity, the total donation
to Festival of Sharing 2022 from Salem Church was
$4,441.04. Last, but certainly not least, a big thank you
to Mark Hook who transported our donations.
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP BOARD MEETING
The Women’s Fellowship Board will begin meeting
again on Monday, November 21, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.
We will meet in the board room.
STEWARDSHIP NEWS:
Stewardship “Time and Talent” survey have been
mailed to your homes. Please fill them out and
bring them back to church on Sunday, November
20, for a time of commitment and dedication. If
you are unable to bring them on November 20,
please mail them or bring them to the church office
by Wednesday, November 30. Thank you.
The Stewardship Committee.
PROXY VOTING:
The church council will be mailing out a letter, proposed budget, and ballot to every voting member
of Salem this week. This will be voting by proxy
just like last year. Please return your completed
ballots to the church office by Tuesday,
November 15. Thank you.
Salem Church Council
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