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The Lamplighter 
March  2023    •    Salem United Church of Christ    •    Higginsville, Missouri 

Dear Friends, 
 

As hard as it is to believe, we are already moving into the season of Lent. There are hints in the sky and air 
that spring may be on the way. The daylight hours grow longer. Some days are warmer than others. Maybe 
spring is coming, and summer after that (Hallelujah!) 

 

Lent, a word that probably comes from an Old English word that means “springtime,” or a West German-
ic word that refers to the lengthening of daylight hours. For we who are followers of Jesus, Lent refers to the 
forty days leading up to Easter, not including Sundays. Traditionally, the days have been a time of reflection 
and penitence. We often hear of people “giving up” something for Lent, often a food or treat that we enjoy. I 
suppose that relates to the idea of penitence and preparation. Sometimes even today people will fast for a day 
each week, or for some short period of days, but we do not hear about that as much as we hear about people 
giving up chocolate or sweets or something that is symbolic of sacrifice without actually being a sacrifice. 

 

That came to mind when I read review of a book of collected writings of Clarence Jordan. I have told you 
before about Clarence Jordan. He was a Baptist minister and biblical scholar. He is perhaps best known these 
days as the author of the Cotton Patch Gospels, which paraphrases the biblical books in a modern idiom and 
sets them in the southern United States. 

 

Jordan’s ministry and scholarship also led him into the arena of civil rights. While he may be best known as 
the author of the Cotton Patch New Testament, in many ways the longest lasting of his works is the creation of 
Koinonia Farm near Americus, Georgia. Koinonia Farm, which Jordan helped to found in the early 1940s and 
which still exists today, is an intentional interracial farming community that embodies much of what Jordan 
read in the Christian New Testament. His is an amazing story of bravery and commitment to the Way of Jesus, 
and I encourage you all to get to know something about him. 

 

Anyway, the review of the book of his writings includes this quote, which seems to me to be particularly 
insightful in Lent. He writes, “For Christianity is not a system you work—it is a Person who works you. You 
don’t get it, he gets you.” 

 

Too often, I think, our tradition is indeed a system we work. It is a system designed to get us into heaven, 
or at least to keep us out of hell. It is a system that we have created and perpetuated for our own advantage. 
Our tradition, Christianity, is about how we can benefit, about what is in it for us. Jordan turns that idea on its 
head. Jordan says that Christianity is not that sort of system but, rather, a Person, i.e., Jesus the Christ, who 
works us. In my mind, at least, that means that Jesus is at work in us to bring about a transformation, moving 
away from the system that is about us and toward a life of service and giving. The transformation moves us 
away from focusing on ourselves to begin seeing others as God sees them; from looking at ourselves first and 
foremost to seeing ourselves in interdependent relationships with others and with God. It is not about what we 
get but about who gets us, and about how we live because God gets us. 

 

Let that be our theme for Lent this year. Let us concentrate on lives of service to others. Let us focus on 
giving ourselves away freely, our love, our grace, our mercy. Let us move toward seeing others as God sees us 
all.  

Grace and Peace 
Tommy 
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From the Church Records 

Financial Report: January 2023 

General Fund Wood & Huston Bank 

General Fund Balance 1/01/23 

Current deposits 

($16,447 Church Deposits) 

($61,000 Endowment Fund Deposits) 

Current expenses 

($21,812 Church Expense) 

($61,000 Endowment Fund Expense) 

Current Fund Balance 1/31/23 

 

 

$10,539          

$77,447    

 

 

$82,812 

 

 

$  5,174    

Building Fund: 

Current Fund Balance 1/01/23 

Current deposits  

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 1/31/23 

 

 

$14,444 

$    142                                                         

$    299                              

$14,287 

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for Jan.) $158 

Views 

Live Stream 

January 

Attendance 

8:00 a.m.  
In-Person 

10:00 a.m.  
In-Person 

9:00 a.m. 
In-Person 

5th Sunday 

143 1-1-23 No Service 39  

165 1-8-23 11 54  

144 1-15-23 8 50  

154 1-22-23 10 64  

198 1-29-23   67 

161 Average     

Total Average 290 

10 52 67 

JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER  

BIBLE STUDY:  

John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center have a 
weekly Bible Study that is led, on a rotational 
schedule, by the Ministerial Fellowship. Greg Fine 
(1st Baptist) will be leading the month of            
March. The Bible Study is held every                  
Wednesday, 10:15-10:45 a.m. in the Gathering 
Room.  

 

Are available in the back of the                   
Sanctuary and outside the church office.   

MIDWEEK LENTEN PRAYER             

SERVICE 2023:  

We will have our Lenten Midweek prayer 

services as we have for the last several years 

in the Sanctuary, each Wednesday at 6:30 

p.m. and lasting about thirty minutes. 

  Women’s Fellowship Circle 

       Schedule for March 

Eve Circle – Tuesday, March 7, 
7:00 p.m., in the Board Room,  
B.J. Salyer hostess, Sharon Hoefer  
program.  

ELECTION RESULTS: 

Thank you for the great response 
to the mail in ballots. One hundred 
seventeen ballots were returned 
and here are the results:   

Church Council- 

Delbert Goetz & Bill Oelrichs 

Board of Elders- 

Wes Homfeld & Sherry Kilpatrick 

Board of Christian Education- 

Mary Fisher & Felicia Leonard  
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Tyler Kaiser 

Karen Luehrman 

Marissa Nowling 

Baylee Lou Thomas 

Kevin Berry 

Taylor Collier 

Sabra Starke 

Gloria Gash 

Nora Knipmeyer 

Tiffany Short 

Adam Rauch 

Adam Catts 

Chloe Fischer 

Samuel Vincent-Benne 

Brian Wiley 

 

Nancy Rinne 

Kay Hoflander 

Wanda Niemeier 

Lane Borchers 

Emma McCabe 

Jacob Bartlett 

Derek Cole 

Wayne Miller 

Janice Johnson 

John Baggs 

Gracie Augustine 

Aubrey Homfeld 

Sherri Siegfried 

Robert Aversman 

Blair Bergsieker 

Dylan Akin 

Betty Nieman 

Lester Homfeld 

Jeremy Nevels 

Emily Bergsieker 

Cassidy Brockman 

Mary Homfeld 

Craig Homfeld 

Renee Fiene 

Carol Lefman 

Ellynore Salyer 

Maddy McDowell 

Clayton Lettau 

Stella Barnes 

Corey White 

Carolgene Zvacek 

Emmalee Thaller 

Page 3  

 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

8 

10 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

12 

12 

Say Happy Birthday in March to... 

THANK YOU! 

Youth on Mission would like to 
thank the congregation for 
making our 2023 Pie and Cake 
Auction a huge success!                   
The auction raised $3,410 towards our July 2023 trip 
to Parsons, KS with Group Mission Trips. We ap-
preciate all of the youth and parents who baked 
goodies, as well as congregation members who also 
donated baked goods, helped at the event, and gave 
so generously. Thank you! 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for all the prayers and cards while I was 
at Meyer Care Center. I have returned to my                    
apartment at John Knox Village.                                               
Vida Mehrhoff 

THANK YOU 

Barbara Siegfried and her family would like to say a 
heartfelt “Thank You” for all the cards she has                  
received and continues to receive from Salem              
members. It is such a blessing to be remembered by 
so many wonderful friends.     



4 

 

The Lamplighter  Page 4  

 

March 2023 

OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN: 

You have a couple options for the church bulle-
tin. The church bulletin is on the Salem website:                                           
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/                       
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your 
phone or tablet during worship instead of using 
a paper copy, please feel free to use that option. 
If you like the paper copy that is available as 
well.  

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the 
church office, (660) 584-3603.  

CHURCH INFORMATION  
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net 
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052 
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603 
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net 

SALEM CHURCH APP: 

If you would like to download the church app, 
please call the church office, 660-584-3603 or 
email salemucc@ctcis.net. We just need to verify 
your current email address. Then you will receive 
an invitation by email to download the Salem 
church app. All the instructions will be provided in 
the invitation email. The church app gives you ac-
cess to several years of your financial contribution 
records, you have a directory of church members 
that have also downloaded the app and you can 
make an online contribution from the church app. 
You can download the church app even if you do 
not wish to give online.  

 

FINANCIAL GIVING OPTIONS: 

1. Check or Cash 
2. Salem Church website (salemucchigginsville.org) 
    click on the Resources & Links tab then click  
    the online giving link  
3. Text 73256 on your phone and use the code  
     SalemHigg and then click on the link  
4. Download the Salem church app and under the  
    giving tab is a link for online giving 
(A link on Facebook live is being planned for a 
later date.)          

OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY  
IN CARE FACILITIES 

Listed below are our members and friends (at the time 
of printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recov-
ering at our local and surrounding community nursing 
homes and care  facilities. A card from a church family 
member would be a delightful surprise! 

Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, 
MO  
Celeste Culver 
Celia Knipmeyer 
Grace Niemeier    
Nancy Rinne 
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke 
Dianne Triplett 
Mary Ann Vorwark 
Barb Siegfried: 
C/O Anthony Cowan 
703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037  

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:  

The family and friends of Janet Carroll. Janet passed 
away Tuesday, January 31, 2023 following a short ill-
ness. Janet was a former member of Salem, she was 
baptized and confirmed at Salem. Janet just retired in 
August 2022 as the secretary at Grace United Meth-
odist Church. Her memorial service will be held           
Saturday, March 11, 10:00 a.m. at Church of the           
Resurrection, Wesley Covenant Chapel,13720 Roe 
Ave., Leawood, KS 66224.  

https://salemucchigginsville.wordpress.com/
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CHURCH COUNCIL         
MEETING                                                                        

January 19, 2023 
The regular meeting of the Salem 
Church Council was held at 6:00 
p.m. on Thursday, January 19, 2023, 
in the boardroom. Members present 
were Carla Starke, Keill Borchers, 
Alex Starke, Sharon Hoefer, Judi 
Knipmeyer, Bobby Bergsieker, and 
Stacy Barnes.    

President Keill Borchers called the 
meeting to order, Guest Angie 
Green presented to the council a 
point of concern and order regard-
ing the church’s constitution and by-
laws. She pointed out the breach had 
to be done emergently in the state of 
the COVID pandemic. Currently, as 
things around us seem to be getting 
back to normal she expressed the 
importance for the church to get 
back to following the articles of our 
constitutions and by-laws. The coun-
cil and Angie both agree there have 
been some changes in the aftermath 
of the COVID pandemic and our 
constitution and by-laws could pos-
sibly use a facelift. The council feels 
this is important as well and is work-
ing on the best solution to help get 
us back on track. Pastor Tommy 
opened with a devotion from por-
tions of Psalm 27 and prayer. The 
minutes were read and approved. 
The financial report was presented, 
discussed, and approved. The bal-
ances as of December 31 were 
$10,539 in the General Fund and 
$14,443 in the Building & Grounds 
Fund.  The total average attendance 
was 224 during December, this in-
cludes 7 in-person (8 a.m. Service), 
85 in-person (10 a.m. Service), and 
132 live stream views.                          
Pastor’s Report: The Christmas 
Eve Services went well overall. With 
two services, some are missing the 
fullness of the church, something 
the Christmas Eve service has  

normally always provided. As we get 
further into the year this is something 
to think about and decisions will 
need to be made to continue with 
two services or go back to one.  The 
Elders and Tommy were able to de-
liver communion on Thursday, De-
cember 29 to those residing at Meyer 
Care Center/John Knox and to our 
homebound members. After a brief 
service at Salem on January 15, the 
Higginsville Ministerial Fellowship 
sponsored a combined community 
service in honor of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The service was well attend-
ed and there were a good number of 
Salem members present. January 
Souper Suppers will be the week of 
January 22-26. The other two rounds 
of Souper Suppers will be the weeks 
of 19-23 February and 26-30 March. 
The Fifth Sunday combined worship 
service will be on January 29 at 9 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall. Along with 
the service we will share a potluck 
meal and communion. Tommy will 
be on vacation from January 30 to 
February 6 and the Rev. Andy 
Mockrigde will preach on February 5. 
Ash Wednesday will be February 22, 
so Tommy is planning to contact 
Pastor Liz at First Presbyterian and 
Rev. Jerry Bayse at Central Christian 
to ask if they want to make it a com-
bined service, as we did prior to 
COVID.                                                          
Correspondence: We received 
“Thank you” letters from Heat and 
Hunger, Higginsville Senior Center 
for our 2022 donations, MVCAA, 
Tommy, Jamie, Lindsey, and Sarah. A 
request was made by Ally Montgom-
ery and her husband (from Rich-
mond) to metal detect the Salem 
property, which may require light dig-
ging. Currently, the Council has de-
cided not to honor their request in 
the interest of liability and keeping 
our property(ies) undisturbed.   

Committee Reports:  Christian 
Ed/Carla:  The January 15 Chili 
Cookoff & Bingo night was a 
success, and the turnout was 
great. The winner of the chili 
cookoff was Bill Oelrichs and the 
BINGO grand prize winners 
were Will Knipmeyer & Claire 
Dobson. That same evening Sa-
lem middle school and high 
school youth held a lock-in, the 
kids in attendance had a blast and 
I think the adults even managed 
to have a good time. Thanks to 
June for putting it all together 
and to the additional adults who 
volunteered a night of no sleep so 
these kids could have fun and 
build relationships. Our next 
Children’s Sunday will be March 
19 and kids will be collecting 
“Noisy Offering.” 2023 Confirm-
ands have picked their colors, 
song, and scripture. Building & 
Grounds/Alex: Nothing new 
currently. Cemetery/Susan: No 
meeting.  Memorial/Sharon: 
No meeting.  Stewardship/Judi: 
No meeting. Evangelism/Stacy:  
Evangelism met on January 10 
and the upcoming Souper Sup-
pers were discussed. Worship/
Bobby: The Fifth Sunday service 
was discussed.  Ushers/Susan & 
Judi:  Council members will con-
tinue ushering.   

Unfinished Business: After the 
fire extinguisher inspection four 
new fire extinguishers were pur-
chased to replace the ones that 
failed inspection. Those have 
been replaced in the respective 
locations. Sarah is in the process 
of staff background checks with 
Praesidium. Salem received the 
Certificate of Liability of insur-
ance from the Scouts. Proxy vot-
ing for the 2023 Council, Board 
(Church Council Minutes               
continued on page 6) 
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA 

COUNTRY PRIDE: 

Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country Pride 
Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 10% of 
your ticket price to be donated back to your local church. 
All you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, and in-
form your server that you would like to participate in the 
program, give your church’s name, your name, and we will 
take care of the rest!  

 

HARVESTERS SCHEDULE  

First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a Har-
vesters  Community Food Network  distribution of food on 
the third Thursday of every month. The work day begins at 
8:30 a.m. and ends  approximately at Noon. After the food 
is distributed, volunteers are asked to stay and help clean up 
the area. Anyone willing to help is asked to call 660-584-
3372, (First Presbyterian Church), and leave your name, 
phone number, and mailing address. Wear comfortable 
clothes.  

ALSO 

Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvesters,          
(Joseph’s Storehouse) offers food pick-up every Friday 
from 10:00 a.m. to Noon, 203 W. 16th St. Higginsville, 
MO.    

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:  

Church Women of Higginsville and Corder presents 
“World Day of Prayer.” The program will be presented by 
Linda Leiviska. This event will be held Friday, March 3, 
1:30 p.m. at Higginsville Assembly of God Church, 1050 
W. 19th St. Fellowship time will follow the meeting.  

 

First Presbyterian Church Community Garden                       
Organizing Meeting March 12, 3 p.m.: 

First Presbyterian Church is making plans to start a com-
munity garden and we would love to have you be a part of 
this project. An organizing meeting is scheduled for March 
12th at 3 p.m. All who would love to be part of raising            
vegetables for yourself, your family and community is               
encouraged to join us. We want to work together in creating 
a growing greenspace and build community in building a 
garden. See you March 12th!   

(Church Council Minutes continued from 
page 5 )                                                                     
of Elders, and Board of Christian Education 
elections. Annual reports were mailed on January 
17. Ballots are to be returned to the church on 
Sunday, January 29. Council plans to count bal-
lots on Monday, January 29 at 6 p.m.                          
New Business:  A motion was presented and 
approved to accept “A Hold Harmless Agree-
ment” for Salem. During discussions regarding 
Salem’s Constitution and By-Laws, we plan to 
discuss the possibility of changing the constitu-
tion from requiring four candidates for Council, 
Elders, and BCE to just three as each year it’s 
getting harder to find people willing to serve/
run. Judi and Sarah are further reviewing samples 
of the interaction plan as well as a critical inci-
dent/crisis plan. They may call our insurance 
safety management specialist, Cindy Steel for ad-
vice and to develop the best plan for Salem.  

Next council meeting Date:  February 16, 2023, 
at 6:00 p.m.  

*The Council has decided to adopt a winter schedule for 
council meetings. November – February meetings will 
start at 6 p.m. and March meeting will go back to 7:30 
p.m.                                                                                                                                                            

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned with the “Lord’s Prayer.” 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stacy Barnes, 

Council Secretary       

 MARCH SOUPER SUPPER SCHEDULE:   

All suppers are 5:30–6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 26 

First Presbyterian Church: Phone: 660-584-3372 

Monday, March 27 

Salem UCC: Phone: 660-584-3603 

(Immanuel Lutheran Church partnering) 

Tuesday, March 28 

First Baptist: Phone: 660-584-7165   

Wednesday, March 29 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church: Phone: 660-584-3038 

(New Beginnings partnering) 

Thursday, March 30 

Grace United Methodist Church:                                     
Phone: 660-584-2211 
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Special Days in March                       

 March 1                                
6:30 p.m. Midweek Lenten 
Prayer Service   

 March 3                       
World Day of Prayer                    

 March 5                                         
Second Sunday in Lent   

 March 8                                               
6:30 p.m. Midweek Lenten 
Prayer Service                                                                                                                        

 March 12                             
Third Sunday in Lent            
Daylight Saving Time             
Begins                               

 March 15                                  
6:30 p.m. Midweek Lenten 
Prayer Service   

 March 17                                       
St. Patrick’s Day                                                                                                                      

 March 19                                  
Fourth Sunday in Lent                          
Children's Sunday                 
(10:00 a.m. Worship Service)     
One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offering Dedicated                                          

 March 20                             
First Day of Spring                                       

 March 21                            
April Lamplighter Articles 
Due    

 March 22                                        
6:30 p.m. Midweek Lenten 
Prayer Service     

 March 26                           
Fifth Sunday in Lent  

 March 29                                   
6:30 p.m. Midweek Lenten 
Prayer Service                                  

MEN’S HOLY WEEK  

BREAKFAST SCHEDULE: 

Tuesday, April 4 – Grace United Methodist 
Church 6:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, April 5 – Central Christian Church 
6:30 a.m. 

Thursday, April 6 – Assembly of God Church 
6:30 a.m. 

Friday, April 7 – First Baptist Church 6:30 a.m. 

Saturday, April 8 –  St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
7:00 a.m.  

WOMEN’S HOLY WEEK BREAKFAST 
SCHEDULE: 

Friday, April 7 –  Assembly of God Church            
7:00 a.m. 

Saturday, April 8 – Immanuel Lutheran Church 
8:30 a.m.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY:  

Maundy Thursday service with communion will 
be April 6, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY  

COMMUNITY  

CROSS-WALK SERVICE          

Friday, April 7, the community service will 
begin at 11:45 a.m. by gathering at Salem 
Church with a short prayer. At Noon the cross 
will be carried down Main Street & Fairground 
Avenue where it will end at First Presbyterian 
Church. At that time, a devotional service will 
be offered to commemorate Jesus’ saving act on 
the Cross. The Cross Walk is open to all who 
want to participate. Those who feel uncomfort-
able carrying the cross can walk along and sing 
or meet us at First Presbyterian Church for de-
votion.  

“God 
doesn’t 

just 
give us 
grace; 

he 
gives us 
Jesus, 
the 

Lord 
of  

grace.” 

—Joni 
Eareckson 
Tada 
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One Great Hour of Sharing-   

The theme for the 2023 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering is “It's time to Share” based on Galations 

6:9-10 (The MSG).  

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special mission offering of the United Church of Christ involves you in disas-

ter, refugee/immigration, and development ministries throughout the world. When a disaster strikes or people are 

displaced or made refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the immediate response and of the long-

term recovery. 

Through OGHS you engage in holistic development programs including health care, education, agriculture, food 

sustainability, micro-financing and women’s empowerment. Because the UCC relates in mutual partnership to 

churches and organizations through Global Ministries and worldwide response & recovery networks, your contri-

butions to One Great Hour of Sharing put you in the right place at the right time for the relief, accompaniment and 

recovery of the most vulnerable. You meet immediate needs and you address the underlying causes that create 

those needs in the first place. 

And God also imagines Christians of many traditions, coming together to help make these things ever more a                      

reality for more and more people!  For you see, our imagination of what might be is founded and grounded in what 

God envisions and hopes for. We can help – through our gifts of treasure and talent, prayer, and presence to make 

this world ever more like the way God imagined it would be! Please, give generously to the One Great Hour of 

Sharing special offering, so that your imagination might indeed be ever more joined with God’s! An envelope is   

enclosed in this Lamplighter for you to return to the Church on March 19. Extra envelopes are available in the back 

of the sanctuary or outside the church office. Please make your check to “Salem UCC—One Great Hour of               

Sharing” or by giving online through our Salem website or our Salem app.     

EASTER FLOWERS:  

We will appreciate having spring 
flowers in church again this Easter. 
If you wish to place a flower in 
memory of someone, please notify 
the church secretary (660-584-3603) 
by April 5, so she can print it in the 
church bulletin. Be sure your name 
is on the flower that you bring. 
Please leave it in the Fellowship Hall on the stage by Noon 
on Good Friday, April 7.                                                                 
Suggestions of spring flowers are: Tulips, Daffodils,                    
Hydrangea, Azaleas, Lilies or check with your florist. Thanks! 
(The flower committee will place the flowers in the                       
sanctuary.)     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 
MARCH 12! 
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