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The Lamplighter 
April  2023    •    Salem United Church of Christ    •    Higginsville, Missouri 

Dear Friends, 
 

Last summer, our adult Sunday School class was reading a book by the late Rachel Held Evans, the frame-
work of which consists of the seven traditional sacraments of the Church. When we read the section having to 
do with communion, it struck a chord with the class. Imaginations began to churn. Some focused on the his-
torical setting of communion, which lies in a meal. The first Lord’s Supper was around the time of Passover 
and was either a seder or a preparatory meal, depending on which Gospel we read. From that beginning, the 
early Jesus Movement developed a practice of holding love feasts, which included the elements of communion. 
Over time, the love feast fell out of favor, leaving the now familiar bread and cup that we recognize. 

The adult class members who focused mainly on communion began to wonder whether we could revive a 
form of that practice and reconnect communion with something like a love feast, a shared meal for all who 
came. 

Others of the class began to reminisce about carry-in dinners or potluck meals that used to be a fairly com-
mon occurrence in the life of Salem Church. Could there be a way to revive that practice in our common 
church life? 

Then someone hit on the idea of combining the love feast/communion idea with the potluck idea, and 
many were quite caught up with it. It moved many imaginations, again, and the class took the idea to the Coun-
cil and to the Elders, our primary governing groups. Finding no fault with the idea, our church leaders gave 
permission for the Sunday School class to move ahead with it. 

And move ahead they did! 
On the Fifth Sunday of April, 30 April, we will have our third Fifth Sunday celebration. If you missed our 

first two Fifth Sundays, I encourage you to come to this one. As before, we will have plenty to eat. Beginning 
around 8:15 a.m., there will be all sorts of food available, along with milk, juices, and coffee. Come and have a 
wonderful breakfast in wonderful company. 

The service will begin at 9:00, and will focus on leadership in the church. As part of that focus, we will in-
clude the installation of our officers for 2023-2024. 

In addition to the great food, which will no doubt include all sorts of pastries and doughnuts, breakfast cas-
seroles, and fruit, there will be plenty of singing and good music, and a “sermon” to which everyone present 
will contribute. There will be a lot of laughter and good conversation, which will all contribute to what I have 
no doubt will be an engaging and thoughtful morning. There will still be Sunday School for the children, so no 
one will be left out of the celebration. 

Since we began these Fifth Sunday celebrations, we have discovered that many congregations do something 
different on Fifth Sundays. Some even forgo services at their churches in favor of a mission project. We are 
not trying to be trendy but want to provide a genuinely engaging worship experience. Please come and be an 
active participant. 
 

Grace and Peace 
Tommy 
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From the Church Records 

Financial Report: February 2023 

General Fund Wood & Huston Bank 

General Fund Balance 2/01/23 

Current deposits 

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 2/28/23 

 

 

 

$  5,174          

$24,566    

$25,129 

$  4,611    

Building Fund: 

Current Fund Balance 2/01/23 

Current deposits  

Current expenses 

Current Fund Balance 2/28/23 

 

 

$14,287 

$  2,342                                                          

$  1,457                               

$15,172 

O.C.W.M. (Member Contributions for Feb.) $78 

Views 

Live Stream 

February 

Attendance 

8:00 a.m.  
In-Person 

10:00 a.m.  
In-Person 

136 2-5-23 9 38 

137 2-12-23 15 51 

159 2-19-23 6 74 

140 2-26-23 8 81 

143 Average     

Total Average 214 

10 61 

EASTER FLOWERS:  

We will appreciate having spring 
flowers in church again this Easter. 
If you wish to place a flower in 
memory of someone, please notify 
the church secretary (660-584-3603) 
by April 5, so she can print it in the 
church bulletin. Be sure your name 
is on the flower that you bring. 
Please leave it in the Fellowship Hall on the stage by Noon 
on Good Friday, April 7.                                                                 
Suggestions of spring flowers are: Tulips, Daffodils,                    
Hydrangea, Azaleas, Lilies or check with your florist. 
Thanks! (The flower committee will place the flowers in the                       
sanctuary.)     

MEN’S HOLY WEEK  

BREAKFAST SCHEDULE: 

Tuesday, April 4 – Grace United Methodist 
Church 6:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, April 5 – Central Christian Church 
6:30 a.m. 

Thursday, April 6 – Assembly of God Church 
6:30 a.m. 

Friday, April 7 – First Baptist Church 6:30 a.m. 

Saturday, April 8 –  St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
7:00 a.m.  

WOMEN’S HOLY WEEK BREAKFAST 
SCHEDULE: 

Friday, April 7 –  Assembly of God Church            
7:00 a.m. 

Saturday, April 8 – Immanuel Lutheran Church 
8:30 a.m.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY:  

Maundy Thursday service with communion will 
be April 6, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY  

COMMUNITY  

CROSS-WALK SERVICE          

Friday, April 7, the community service will 
begin at 11:45 a.m. by gathering at Salem 
Church with a short prayer. At Noon the cross 
will be carried down Main Street & Fairground 
Avenue where it will end at First Presbyterian 
Church. At that time, a devotional service will 
be offered to commemorate Jesus’ saving act on 
the Cross. The Cross Walk is open to all who 
want to participate. Those who feel uncomfort-
able carrying the cross can walk along and sing 
or meet us at First Presbyterian Church for de-
votion.  
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Paula Oelrichs 

Sandy Starke 

Jesse Cramer 

Amy Walker 

Karley Alumbaugh 

Parson Stoner 

Jeremy Kirchhoff 

Brooke Harris 

Kealy Drago 

Claire Dobson 

Cory Starke 

Maggie Starke 

Michael Niemeier 

Caulin Drago 

Megan Wood 

Bryan Starke 

Will Knipmeyer 

Roger Russell 

Kathie Wesley 

Spencer Rauch 

Kristin Mullins 

Betty Rinne 

Harley Akin 

Hunter Zuehlsdorf 

Addison Schloman 

Elijah Fischer 

Jamie Smith 

Boone Berry 

Bailey Wilkinson  

Garrison Salyer 

Lincoln Rauch 

Karen Cole 

Scott Bergsieker 

Peggy Garrett 

Alesia Emison 

Brynlee Kirchhoff 

Brent Kusgen 

Paul Nolte 

David Salyer 

Michael Kilpatrick 

Mark Kays 

Cindy Nuelle 
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Best Wishes for April Birthdays go to... 

JKV AND MEYER CARE CENTER  

BIBLE STUDY:  

John Knox Village and Meyer Care Center have a 
weekly Bible Study that is led, on a rotational 
schedule, by the Ministerial Fellowship. Tommy 
(Salem) will be leading the month of April. The 
Bible Study is held every Wednesday, 10:15-10:45 
a.m. in the Gathering Room.  

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
The Women’s Fellowship board started to meet again. 
Their first meeting was held in November 2022. At that 
meeting, they decided to meet quarterly. Meetings will be 
held March, June, September, and December. Election of 
the Second Vice President, BJ Salyer, and Secretary, Mary 
Dickmeier was held and they were voted back in their re-
spective offices. Officers are: President—Karen Homfeld,                                        
First Vice President—Rita Wallpe, Second Vice                         
President—BJ Salyer, Secretary—Mary Dickmeier and 
Treasurer—Tina Gibler 
We will be working on a 2023-2024 Program Book. All 
the committees will be the same. Program books will be 
ready sometime in May. If any woman wants a program 
book, please contact the church office.   
The only women’s circle that has been meeting is Eve           
Circle. They meet on the first Tuesday of the month at            
7 p.m. in the evening. Any of the women that belong to 
the Women's Fellowship are welcome to come to the 
meetings. If anyone that doesn’t drive at night needs a 
ride, call Mary Dickmeier, chairman, or any of the top 3 
officers of the board, and someone will give you a ride to 
and from the meeting.  
Karen Homfeld, President  

Eve Circle: Will meet April 4th at 7:00 p.m. at Keri 
Borchers’ home, 101 Timberline Drive. Rita                 
Wallpe will have the program. All women of the 
church are welcome to come.  
Mary Dickmeier, chairman 

WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO:  

The family of Darrel Rinne. Darrel passed away 
Thursday, February 23, 2023. His visitation was held 
at Salem on Tuesday, February 28 and his funeral was 
held at Salem on Wednesday, March 1. 

ALSO 

The family of Dianne Tripplett. Dianne passed away 
Monday, March 6. She was a cousin of the Homer & 
Winnie Knehans family.   
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April 2023 

OPTIONS FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN: 

You have a couple options for the church bulle-
tin. The church bulletin is on the Salem website:                                           
salemucchigginsville.org/home/church-news/                       
If you would prefer to view the bulletin on your 
phone or tablet during worship instead of using 
a paper copy, please feel free to use that option. 
If you like the paper copy that is available as 
well.  

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 
Anyone who is in need of prayers, please call the 
church office, (660) 584-3603.  

CHURCH INFORMATION  
Tommy’s email: tlfaris@ctcis.net 
Tommy’s cell phone: 816-352-2052 
Church Telephone: 660-584-3603 
Church Email: salemucc@ctcis.net 

SALEM CHURCH APP: 

If you would like to download the church app, 
please call the church office, 660-584-3603 or 
email salemucc@ctcis.net. We just need to verify 
your current email address. Then you will receive 
an invitation by email to download the Salem 
church app. All the instructions will be provided in 
the invitation email. The church app gives you ac-
cess to several years of your financial contribution 
records, you have a directory of church members 
that have also downloaded the app and you can 
make an online contribution from the church app. 
You can download the church app even if you do 
not wish to give online.  

 

FINANCIAL GIVING OPTIONS: 

1. Check or Cash 
2. Salem Church website (salemucchigginsville.org) 
    click on the Resources & Links tab then click  
    the online giving link  
3. Text 73256 on your phone and use the code  
     SalemHigg and then click on the link  
4. Download the Salem church app and under the  
    giving tab is a link for online giving 
(A link on Facebook live is being planned for a 
later date.)          

OUR FRIENDS AND CHURCH FAMILY  
IN CARE FACILITIES 

Listed below are our members and friends (at the time 
of printing of the Lamplighter) now residing or recov-
ering at our local and surrounding community nursing 
homes and care  facilities. A card from a church family 
member would be a delightful surprise! 

Meyer Care Center, 1201 W. 19th St., Higginsville, 
MO  
Celeste Culver 
Celia Knipmeyer 
Grace Niemeier    
Nancy Rinne 
Gene and Rosa Lee Starke 
Mary Ann Vorwark 
Barb Siegfried: 
C/O Anthony Cowan 
703 W. 35th St., Higginsville, MO 64037  

Recognition of Graduates: 

The church will recognize all                   
graduates on May 7, 2023, during the 
10:00 a.m. worship service. If you 
have anyone graduating from high 
school or college this spring please 
call the church office (660) 584-3603 with the infor-
mation by May 3, 2023, so they can be included in the              
bulletin.  

Jesus answers our uncertainties 
 
Thomas didn’t believe the other disciples when they 
said Jesus had risen. The two travelers to Emmaus 
despaired over Jesus’ death, uncertain what might 
come next. 
 
During our life of faith, we all face questions, doubts 
and despair. In Fearless, Max Lucado says Jesus’ re-
sponses to us echo his responses to the disciples. His 
answer to our doubt is the same as with Thomas: 
“Touch my body” — which we do every time we 
connect with the church (the body of Christ), 
wounds and all. As with the Emmaus disciples, Jesus 
urges us to ponder his story found in Scripture — 
which we do through Bible reading and study. To-
day, just as long ago, Jesus meets his followers — in 
his body, in his Word — and strengthens our faith. 

https://salemucchigginsville.wordpress.com/
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CHURCH COUNCIL         
MEETING    

 February 16, 2023 

The regular meeting of the Salem 
Church Council was held at 6:00 
p.m. on Thursday, February 16, 
2023, in the boardroom. Members 
present were Carla Starke, Keill 
Borchers, Alex Starke, Sharon 
Hoefer, Judi Knipmeyer, Susan Jen-
sen, Bobby Bergsieker, and Stacy 
Barnes, newly elected member Bill 
Oelrichs, and Pastor Tommy Faris. 

President Keill Borchers called the 
meeting to order, Pastor Tommy 
opened with a devotion from Psalm 
99 and prayer. The minutes were 
read and approved. The financial 
report was presented, discussed, and 
approved. The balances as of Janu-
ary 31 were $5,174 in the General 
Fund and $14,287 in the Building & 
Grounds Fund. The council dis-
cussed concerns about the General 
Fund’s balance and approved cash-
ing in one of the maturing CDs to 
replenish the GF account. The total 
average attendance was 290 during 
January, this includes 10 in-person (8 
a.m. Service), 52 in-person (10 a.m. 
Service), 67 in-person (5th Sunday 
Service), and 161 live stream views.  

Pastor’s Report: The latest fifth 
Sunday Service (held January 29) 
went very well, there was an abun-
dance of food, fellowship, and eve-
ryone in attendance seemed to be 
engaged and enjoyed the morning. 
We look forward to continuing this 
combined service on the fifth Sun-
day(s) if there are no serious objec-
tions. Tommy will be contacting 
Meyer Care Center regarding the 
next date for communion. The first 
2023 Souper Supper was held on 
January 23, and Salem served right at 
200 people. The next round of 
Souper Suppers will be the week of 
February 19-23, and the final round 
will be the week of March 26-30.                                                                      

Youth on Mission will hold a pie and 
cake auction on February 19, funds 
raised will help them make the trip to 
Parsons, Kansas, in July. Ash 
Wednesday is February 22, it will not 
be a joint service, but Salem will pro-
vide an “open house” sort of com-
munion and the imposition of ashes. 
Tommy is planning to lead a Bible 
Study at Meyer Care Center in April. 
This will be a weekly study, open to 
all residents. Tommy and Crystal’s 
vacation was relaxing and a pleasure. 
Tommy and the council thank Rev. 
Andy Mockridge for preaching in 
Tommy’s absence. 

Correspondence: None.  

Committee Reports:  Christian 
Ed/Carla:  Children’s Sunday will be 
March 19, and the children will be 
accepting “noisy offering.” “Trivia & 
Tacos,” another family fun night will 
be held on March 26 at 5 p.m.   
Building & Grounds/Alex: Alex 
will work with June to hang a TV 
wall mount in the children’s Sunday 
School room.                                          
Cemetery/Susan: The committee is 
working to replace disheveled head-
stones with new grave markers from 
member donations.                        
Memorial/Sharon: No meeting.  
Stewardship/Judi: No meeting. 
Evangelism/Stacy: Evangelism met 
on February 14, and the upcoming 
Souper Suppers were discussed.   
Worship/Bobby: No meeting.  
Ushers/Susan & Judi: Council 
members will continue ushering.   

Unfinished Business: A final draft 
of a “Hold Harmless Agreement” for 
Salem was presented and discussed. 
A motion was made to accept the 
agreement. The motion was carried. 
The council created a committee to 
review and investigate possible revi-
sions needed in Salem’s Constitution 
and Bi-Laws. The committee will 
start meeting soon. Careful review  

and discussions continued regard-
ing a Critical Incident/Hotline 
Report Form, Critical Incident 
Management Plan, and Statement 
of Policy, for Salem. 

New Business:  The 2023 ser-
vice agreement was received from 
Alumbaugh Heating and Cooling 
to service all the church and par-
sonage units. The council agreed 
to renew the service agreement as 
presented. Sarah set up an ac-
count with Praesidium for back-
ground checks. Email requests 
were sent to all staff members. 
Three staff members filled out 
email requests and those back-
ground checks have been com-
pleted. June requested the use of 
the “quilter’s” cabinet in the fel-
lowship hall to use in the Sunday 
School room. Since the quilters 
no longer meet, the council ap-
proved the use of this cabinet so 
long as the quilters’ items are 
stored safely in another location 
within the church. 2022 financials 
reviewed and approved. The 
council decided several years ago 
when the old-style fluorescent 
lights go out to call G & S electric 
to replace them with LEDs. That 
time has come, so the council 
approved the replacement of 6 
lights.   

Next council meeting Date:  
March 16, 2023, at 7:30 p.m.  

There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned with 
the “Lord’s Prayer.” 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stacy Barnes, 

Council Secretary       

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 

Are available in the back of the                   
Sanctuary and outside the church 

office.   
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TA TRUCK STOP-CONCORDIA 

COUNTRY PRIDE: 

Travel Centers of America-Concordia, MO-Country 
Pride Restaurant has a Church Program! We are offering 
10% of your ticket price to be donated back to your local 
church. All you have to do is come in to dine with us, eat, 
and inform your server that you would like to participate 
in the program, give your church’s name, your name, and 
we will take care of the rest!  

 

HARVESTERS SCHEDULE  

First Assembly of God Church of Higginsville hosts a 
Harvesters  Community Food Network  distribution of 
food on the third Thursday of every month. The work 
day begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends  approximately at Noon. 
After the food is distributed, volunteers are asked to stay 
and help clean up the area. Anyone willing to help is 
asked to call 660-584-3372, (First Presbyterian Church), 
and leave your name, phone number, and mailing address. 
Wear comfortable clothes.  

ALSO 

Bridge to Hope Ministries in conjunction with Harvest-
ers,  (Joseph’s Storehouse) offers food pick-up every               
Friday from 10:00 a.m. to Noon, 203 W. 16th St.                       
Higginsville, MO.    

ALSO 

The Lafayette Area Women’s Fellowship Spring 

Meeting will be held on Thursday, April 27, 2023 at 
Ebenezer UCC in Levasy. The registration and fellowship 
time will begin at 9:00 a.m. with the meeting beginning at 
9:30 a.m. The program will be presented by the members 
of Southwood UCC in Raytown on their mission trip to 
Guatemala, with the offering given to their work there. 
The contributive luncheon will be salads. All are                    
welcome, men and women. We look forward to seeing 
everyone there. It will be a day of good fellowship and 
learning. Thanks,  

Martha Hawthorne 

 

 

 
 

 

Special Days in April     

 April 2                                                         
Palm Sunday                                                        
Holy Week Begins                                              

 April 5                                                                 
Please call church office with Easter Flower 
information        

 April 6                                                              
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service                             

 April 7                                                                
Good Friday                                                          
11:45 a.m. Community Cross Walk begins at 
Salem and ends at the Presbyterian Church  
with the Community Worship Service at 
Noon.                                                              
Please have Easter Flowers to church by 
noon                      

 April 9                                                                        
Easter Sunday                                                          
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service                                     
8:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast                                        
8:45 a.m. Sunday School with Easter Egg 
Hunt  

      10:00 a.m. Worship Service    
 April 23                                                                             

Testimony/Confirmation Sunday                     
 April 30                                                                     

5th Sunday, One worship service at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall                                                        
Installation of Church Officers during the 
5th Sunday Service                                   

Evangelism Committee’s   
 Up-Coming Events: 

May – For Mothers, make a donation in honor of 
your mother or special lady toward the purchase 
of an all weather blanket.                                                                      
June –For Fathers, make a donation in honor of 
your  father or other male influences in your life 
toward the purchase of tools. 
(Donations provide help to people in need. Watch 
for further   details in the May Lamplighter.)  

EASTER BREAKFAST AT SALEM:              

The service committee is busy making plans for 
the Easter Breakfast. They will serve breakfast 
at 8:00 a.m. following the Easter Sunrise Ser-
vice. If you are planning on attending, please 
RSVP to the church office (660-584-3603.) 
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